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7896 of Filipinos oppose 
new taxes, says latest poll 


By Fe Zamora 


AVAST majority of Filipinos oppose the govem- 
ments plan to impose new taxes aimed at 
boosting revenues and averting a looming fiscal 
crisis and believe the government should in- 
stead cut down on wasteful spending, accord- 
ing to results ofa survey released yesterday. 
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Gov't fat cats under fire 


Boncodin: Perks, pay 
of execs not illegal 


By Gil Cabacungan Jr. and Cynthi- 


D. Balana 


MALACANANG is powerless to bring down to reasonable 
levels the salaries and perks of executives of govern- 
ment-owned and -controlled corporations (GOCCs) and 
can only appeal to their sense of delicadeza, according to 
Budget Secretary Emilia Boncodin. (See list of top 100 
highly paid government executives on Page A15.) 


Ataspecial briefing forthe edi- She said the issue of GOCC di- 
torial staff of the INquinen on rectors setting their own salaries 
‘Tuesday night, Boncodin said and bonuses was not a question 
that after President Macapa- of legality because their respec- 
gal-Arroyo had named her nomi- tive charters exempted them 
nees to the board and manage- from the government's salary 
ment of GOCCs, they could prac- standards. But she said it was im- 
tically sign their own monthly proper for GOCC directors and 
paychecks. GOVTFATCATS/AIS 


subscribers: rampant cell phone theft. Can any- 


HEAVY LOSERS 


Budget chief says 


other INQUIRER media outlets in a new 
venture in Philippine journalism: 
‘theme-driven special reports running si- 
multaneoushy in different media outlets: on 
the Ing7.net website, in the Inquirer Libre 
кее paper, on the ingTV newsmagazine pro- 
gram. in the Bandera and Tumbok papers. in 
Cebu Daily News, and herein the INQUIRER, 


Our first theme is of pressing concern to the 


Thing be done to stop this crime wave? 
And why do we continue buying 
“second-hand” phones we know to be stolen 
anyway? 

For over a month, a total of 35 reporters, 
correspondents, producers, and researchers 
Took part in the coverage. The result, available 
since Tuesday and until today. is 22 related 
stories in seven media outlets. Except for the TV 


NFA may be first to go 


By Michelle V. Remo 
and Christine Gaylican 


HEAVILY losing National Food 
Authority (NFA) is one of the first 
state-owned companies that may 
be streamlined or dissolved for 
aggravating the country’s fiscal 
problem. 

Budget Secretary Emilia Bon- 
codin, in a talk on Tuesday night 
with INQumEn reporters and edi- 
tors on the country's fiscal situa- 
tion, said 15 government-owned 


and controlled -corporations 
(GOCCs) were being studied by 
the Department of Budget and 
Management and the Depart- 
ment of Finance for streamlining 
and possible dissolution. 

Boncodin said the DBM and 
the DOF would finish their study 
of four GOCCs, including the 
NEA, by Nov. 30. 

‘This means the fate of the em- 
ployees of the NFA and the three 
others will be decided on or be- 

BUDGET AS 


GMA called ‘a queen’ 
in these trying times 


ByJuliet L. Javellana. 


“A QUEEN" for trying times was 
how President Macapagal-Arroyo 
came across to visiting interna- 
tional preacher and leadership 
guru John Maxwell during the 
25th National Prayer Breakfast 
yesterday. 

‘And for the first time in the 
history of the annual gathering, 
the President waived the tradi- 
tional turn to say ап inspira- 


ness and religious leaders. 

Ms Arroyo “opted to listen” to 
Maxwell, according to Jose Tan 
Ramirez, co-chair of the event 
held at the Manila Hotel. 

In his address, the guest 
preacher said the story of the bib- 
lical Queen Esther "speaks direct- 
y "to the President. The message: 
God's plan for her isin place. 

"Madam President," Maxwell 
said, "I believe you are the queen 
in the Filipino kingdom for sucha 
time as this.” 


INSIDE INQUIRER. 


By Volt Contreras 

(ast of three parts) 
WITH a cell phone, Filipinos hold the 
‘world in their hands. 

Ies an instrument with which they nur- 
ture bonds with family and community. Its 
their pocket-sized bank of secrets, simple 
joys, and intimate expressions. 

Like jewelry, it’s their latest status sym- 
bol. But more than jewelry i’ also both a 
functional and emotional extension of 
their lives. 

This is why many will risk danger to de- 
fend their phone against an armed preda- 
tor, two leading scholars of Philippine cul- 
ture said. They also agreed that the rise in 
cell phone theft and fencing was no differ- 
ent from the spate of other crimes trace- 
able to mass poverty and to what one of 


‘country's 27.3 million cellular phone. 
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them described as Philippine society's 
“moral turbulence." .. ‚ <= 

In separate interviews with the Ingumer 
early this month, sociologist Raul Pertierra 
‘and humanities professor Felipe de Leon 
Je. shared the view that Filipinos were 
highly “relational” and “expressive” com. 
pared to most foreigners—and that the 
cell phone came along asthe perfect outlet 
for these deeply rooted traits. 

Itis also “an interactive device,” Pertier- 
ra said, adding: 

“You talk to it, you receive personal 
messages from it, you have the contact 
numbers of your family and friends (in it). 
It becomes a sort of a prosthesis, a part of 
yourself 

“Thave friends, for example, who have 
become so dependent on the device that 
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‘Like stealing part of themselves’ 


Angelo's world: 
Cell phone theft, 
drug abuse, jail 


By Luige A. del Puerto. 
The subject's name has been changed. —ED. 


THE WORLD of Angelo, cell phone robber 
and snatcher, isa particularly dark one. 

He has landed in jail three times in one 
city alone, and every time he does, he 
swears to never again rob or threaten any- 
one once he gets out. 

But he eats his words each time. His ad- 
diction to shabu, the poor man’s cocaine, 

ANGELO'S/AS 


tional message by way of ad- 
dressing top government, busi- 
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Gov’ t lost P1 billion Officials who 
in $1-B bond deal guit scored 


for cop-out 
By Clarissa S. Batino to more than $26 million in fore- 


gone proceeds, Fora government By Norman Bordadora. 
im deficit. This is too much,” a and Abigail L, Ho 
source said. 

The borrowing was underwrit- 
ten by Credit Suisse First Boston, 
Deutsche Bank and JP Morgan 
Chase. Н was four times oversub- 
seribed, which meant tha orders 
for the bonds reached as much as 
S4 billion. 

A banker pointed out that with 
the bonds priced зо cheap, it was 
nota surprise that ít was oversub- 
scribed 

Based on the prevailing price 
at that time, rhe government gave 
a discount of about a point when. 
it sod the bonds. The next day, 
prices of the 10- and 15-year 
ROPs went up by as much as 2 
percentage points. 


THE CASH-STRAPPED Arroyo 
administration lost more than PI 
billion from the illtimed $1-bil- 
lion bond the finance department 
offered on behalf of National 
Power Corp, according to bank- 
ingand government sources. 

“The faulty timing and the "hor- 
rible pricing” of the bonds were 
the last straw that prompted Na- 
tional Treasurer Mina Figueroa to 
submit Бег resignation, фе 
sources said 

"The 10- and 15-year sovereign 
bonds or ROPs (Republic of the 
Philippines) sold last week were 
priced very cheap, depriving the 
government of between $20 mil- 
Поп and $27 million in proceeds, 
he sources said. 

"We are talking of $20 million. 


THE PERSONAL reasons given by 
National Power Corp. president 
Roger Murga and National Trea- 
surer Mina Figueroa for leaving 
the government in the middle ofa 
fiscal crisis are not acceptable to 
the public, a militant group said 
yesterday. 

"Does this mean that the agen- 
cies that they are handling are so 
deep in trouble that they are bail- 
ing out early to escape blame and 
public scrutiny?" asked the head 
of the Kilusang Magbubukid ng 
Pilipinas (KMP). 

KMP secretary general Danilo 
Ramos said the timing of Murga 
and Figueroa's resignation was 


PEACE, UNITY AND PROGRESS grant us, oh Lord. Participants in the 25th National Prayer Brealdastare led 
în an invocation by (from left) Vice President Noli de Castro, President Macapagal-Arroyo, Senate President. 


Frank Drilon, and i ЕЕ reacher John Maxwell Ms Arroyo recited no prayer ofher own. GovTtoST/AIS OFriCIALSIAIS 
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By Armand М. Nocum. 


LAWYERS for ousted President Estrada presented their first 
witness yesterday, 17 months after the prosecution rested 
its case and three years since the corruption trial began. 


the authenticity of the document, 
"This (Yap's testimony) has zero 
value. Its a scrap of paper. They 
have to present people who exe- 
cuted the document, "he said. 


now appears that 

been unfairly ac- 
cused of owning the account," 
Saguisag said. “It’s really quite 
simple. If it is damaging to the 


24 new solons 
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gang up on Diaz 
By Cynthia D. Balana 


‘TWENTY-FOUR neophyte House members have fled a complaint 
against Zambales Rep. Antonio Diaz, saying he had tamished the im- 
age ofthe Lower House with his much-publcized pseudo resignation. 

‘The representatives, in a Sept. 14 letter-complaint to ethics 
feommittee chair Rep. Roberto Cajes, expressed their “deep con- 
Teen" over Diaz's actions, saying they did not expect it from a se- 
nior colleague whom they once respected. 

They asked the ethics committee to impose the proper sanctions 
оп Diaz, a member of the Nationalist People's Coalition, to teach 
hima lesson. 

‘The complaint was principally filed by Representatives Benjamin 
Abalos Jr (Lakas, Mandaluyong) and Crispin Remulla (NPC, Cavite). 


“Мо longer an honor’ 

Diaz said he was resigning because “it [was] no longer an honor 
to serve this body, which was once called an august body” 

He later said he had resigned because he did not get the бершу 
speakership position and the pork barrrel funds for his projects in 
his district. 

When some offended House leaders suggested that Diaz could be 
charged for abandoning his post, the Zambales congressman with- 
drew his resignation. 

Tn a television interview, he said only his constituents could re- 
move him from office since they were the ones who elected him. 

"The complainants asked the ethics committee to ook into the ba- 
sis ofthe Diaz's derogatory statements against the House. 

"We do believe in democracy at work in this Congress where ev- 
eryone has the right to air his views and opinions, but not to the ex- 
tent of maligning its reputation as part of the main branches of the 
government," the complainants wrote. 

“The resignation of Representative Diaz is an indictment 
against the legislative assembly,” they added. 

Abalos said Diaz should be sanctioned and made to apologize for 
his behavior if the reasons he cited were unfounded. 


Defense counsel Raymond For- 
tun yesterday presented lawyer 
David V. Yap, 53, who served as 
the official clerk during Estrada's 
aborted impeachment trial at the 
Senate in December 2000. 

‘Yap testified that Estrada стопу 
Jaime Dichaves admitted in a letter 
io owning the Velarde account, 
which the defense argued cleared 
Estrada of allegations he took bribes 
from gambling operators and used 
‘another name to hide them. 

In the document dated Aug. 25, 
1999, Dichaves had requested then 
PCIB senior vice president Romual- 
do Dee Tang to open a savings and 
current account at the banks Juan 
Luna, Binondo, branch. 

“All banking transactions of Jose 


By Michael Lim Ubac 


LEGISLATORS who are holding on 
to their pork barrel have found an 
unlikely ally in Budget Secretary 
Emilia Boncodin who is for retaining 
the allocations in the 
national budget, а leas for 2005. 

Ata dinner with модна editors 
and reporters late Tuesday, Bon- 
codin said the legislators’ pork allot- 
‘ments in the 2005 budget must be 
керг there” to ensure steady appro- 
priations for capital expenditures 
Such as infrastructure. 

Boncodin said that since the 
pork barrel allocations were al- 
ready included in the 2005 bud- 
get, abolishing it now, as some 
are proposing, would have the ef- 
fect of wiping out capital spend- 
ing from the government's expen- 
diture program for next year. 

Capital spending impacts on 
long-term economic growth and 
Boncodin warned that the Philip- 
pines already had one of the low- 
езг allocations for infrastructure 
such as roads and schools com- 
pared to other Asian countries. 


“Bad example’ 

Laguna Rep. Justin Chipeco, another signatory, said Diaz had set 
a bad example for the new House members. 

‘The other signatories to the complaint were Representatives 
Robert Jaworski Jr (Lakas, Pasig), Teofisto Guingona Ш (Laban ng 
Demokratikong Pilipino, Bukidnon), Erico Fabian (Zamboanga City), 
Sendig Dilangalen (Partido ng Masang Pilipino, Maguindanao), Ac- 
‘mad Tomawis (ALIF party-list group), Roger Mercado (Lakas, South- 
em Leyte), Raul Gonzalez Jr. (Lakas, lloilo City), Alfredo Maranon Ш. 
(NPC, Negros Occidental), Ferenel Biron (Kampi-Lakas, lolo City), 
“Janette Garin (Lakas, lilo), Tranquilino Carmona (NPC, Negros Ос: 
cidental), Anthony Miranda (PDPLaban, Isabela), Ignacio Arroyo. 
(Kampi, Negros Occidental), Rizalina Seachon-Lanete (NPC, Mas- 
bate), Anna York Bondoc (NPC, Pampanga), Gerardo Espina J 
(NPC, Biliran) Juan Edgardo Angara (LDR Aurora), Eduardo Рита 
(KNE Romblon) and Jesus Reynaldo Aquino (Lakas, Pampanga). 
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SO THE PUBLIC WILL KNOW 


The current premiums for Compulsory Third Party Liability (CTPL), which have been 
in force since 1997, are as follows: 


'ERATORS (LTO) 
Vehicle Classification 


PRIVATE CAR 
Light (Including Private 
Jeeps & Utility Vehicles 


COMMERCIAL VEHICLES 
Trucks (Own Goods) 
with unladen weight of: 
3) 2,600 kgs. or less 
2601 -3.930 kgs. 
он 3930 в. 
Trick for Hire with unladen weight of: 
a) 2600 kgs. or less 
+) 2,601 -3,930 kgs. 
c) over 3,930 kgs. 
Trailers towed by vehicles 
with unladen weight of: 
1) Less than 3930 kgs. 
b) 3,930 kgs. or more 
Buses (Not requiring Passenger Liability 
Coverage) with unladen weight of: 
a) 2,600 kgs or less 
+) 2601 -3930 kgs. 
c) over 3930 kgs, 


Note Toanive at фе total amount to be paid by the vehicle 
owner, the following axes must be added to the 
premium. 


* 123% Documentary Stamp Tax 

* 100% VAT 

* LGT- Local government tax wherein the rates vary 
бот one city or municipality to another 
(Makati 0.15% and in Mania 065%) 


Premium rates in Motor Car are approved by the Insurance Commission upon 
recommendation of the PIRA, Inc. (Philippine Insurance Rating Association), the sole licensed 
rating organization in the Philippines. 


PIRA, Inc. 


(Philippine Insurance Rating Association) 


Velarde shall be coursed through 
the undersigned. 
aime Dichaves,"the letter said. 


Second envelope 

The document is part of the sec- 
ond envelope presented during the 
aborted Estrada impeachment tri 
al, whose non-opening triggered 
People Power 2. The Velarde ac- 
count contained, at one point, P3.2 
billion pesos, over and above Estra- 
da's P35 million net worth. 

‘The letter was submitted to the. 
Senate during the impeachment 
trial when Yap was the official 
custodian of documents. 

Prosecutor Dennis Villa-lgna- 
cio argued that Yap was “not an 
expert witness" who could verify 


In the 2004 re-enacted budget, 
Boncodin noted that provisions 
for infrastructure projects only 
amounted to 6 percent of the to- 
tal budget, from 10 percent in 
1997 and 9 percent in 1992. 

Comparing capital outlays in re- 
lation to gross domestic prod- 
uct—the total value of goods and 
services—the budget secretary 
said the Philippines only allocated 
2.9 percent ofits GDP to capital ex- 
penditures, 
Malaysia's 10.2 percent, Vietnam's 
8.1 percent, Thailand's 4.4 percent 
and Singapore's 5.8 percent. 

Boncodin 
should be done was not to abolish 
the P20-billion pork barrel, or Pri- 

Development 
Fund, but to make its disburse- 
ments more transparent. 

‘She said that although the pork 
barrel was used by legislators to 
ingratiate themselves with con- 
stituents, most of the funds actu- 
ally find their way into public 
works projects. 

She said the accusations of cor- 
ruption were not all true, based 


Very truly yours, 


ry of the prosecution." 


ed by the PDAE 


bad ones," she said. 


compared with 


from legislators. 
said 


that what 


nce by pork barrel. 


Villalgnacio added that de- 
fense lawyers should work on 
producing Dichaves, who fled the 
‘country and is believed tobe stay- 
ing in Canada, and Tang to “es- 
tablish the authenticity and truth- 
fulness of the documents." 
Estrada lawyer Rene Saguisag 
countered: “The Velarde account 
belonged to somebody else. 
Thats what we have shown so far. 
Itis not compatible with the theo- 


Saguisag also said that he be- 
lieved Estrada's claims that he did 
mot own the Jose Velarde ac- 
count. He added that this was his 
first time to see the document 
the second envelope because they 
had been subpoenaed in court. 
“After the hysteria in 2001 has 


‘ona list she had of projects fund- 


“But 1 will not also say that all 
of those [pork barrel funds] have 
по leakages. My estimate is that 
there are more good eggs than 


She said that she had told the 
representatives that the the trou- 
ble was that “none of your con- 
stituents are defending you." 
Boncodin cited the Philippine 
General Hospital which she said 
was a favored recipient of pork 


“PGH is silent,” said Boncodin, 
who also noted that some of the 
new buildings in the University of 
the Philippines were also funded 


President Macapagal-Arroyo has. 
asked Congress о cut its pork barrel 
fund allocations by 40 percent to 
help the national government cope 
with a threatened fiscal crisis 

The House of Representatives. 
responded by announcing that it 
would give up all йз PDAF for 
2005, only to admit later that ће 
allocations remained in the pro- 


Estradas, why did the prosecu- 
tion not present the second enve- 
lope? It took the defense to pre- 
sent it and long after the civil so- 
ciety groups have exploited it.” 
Asked if the defense team was 
going to present Dichaves, Saguis- 
ag stid he had no knowledge of his 
whereabouts, "but there should 
mot be any problem presenting the 
other gentlemen (Tang)." 
Co-accused Sen. Jinggoy Estra- 
da and Edward Serapio also at- 
tended yesterday's hearing, but the 
young Estrada was allowed to 
leave the courtroom early to attend 
another hearing in the Senate. 
‘The older Estrada earlier asked 
to attend the Sandiganbayan 
hearing, but the court thumbed 
this down. With AFP. 


Budget chief justifies solons' pork 


posed General Appropriations 
Act for next year. 

Meanwhile, 27 representatives 
from 22 of the country's poorest 
provinces yesterday rejected the 
proposed abolition of the pork 
barrel system. 

Та а resolution authored by 
Rep. Faysah Dumarpa (Lakas, 
Lanao del Sur), the House mem- 
bers said the districts and 
provinces they represented 
should be spared from any move 
to scrap the PDAF allocations as 
this would condemn their con- 
stituents to “deeper economic 
disaster" 

Dumarpa said that the other 
signatories to the resolution were 
representatives from Abra, Agu- 
san del Sur, Antique, Apayao, Au- 
roria, Basilan, Batanes, Benguet, 
Biliran, Easten Samar 
Guimaras, Ifugao, Kalinga, 
Maguindanao, Masbate, Moun- 
tain Province, Romblon, South- 
em Leyte, Sulu, Surigao del Sur, 
TawiTawi and Lanao del 
Sur With a report from Cynthia 
D. Balana 


Allies rally behind Joe de V 
in solons’ revolt over pork 


By Carlito Pablo and Cynthia D. Balana 


ALLIES of Speaker Jose de Venecia J yesterday 
rallied around the House leader as he faced a 
new revolt by disgruntled congressmen. 

“Speaker De Venecia is not in danger at all of 
losing the speakership,” said Majority Leader 
Rep. Prospero Nograles (Lakas, Davao City). 

He said the Speaker enjoyed the trust and 
confidence of most House members despite 
their differences in how they viewed the issue of 
the pork barrel and the distribution of commit- 
tee posts. 

“He cannot please all congressmen nor can 
he give everyone the positions they desire,” 
Nograles said. 

“The House is stable. These are just tempo- 
rary murmurings,” said Rep. Prospero Pichay 
Ј (Lakas, Surigao del Sur) of the feelings of 
discontent reportedly roiling the House. 


Back from Cambodia 

De Venecia was scheduled to return home 
last night from Cambodia where he attended 
an assembly of the Asean Inter-Parliamentary 
Organization. 

De Venecia is expected to release a policy 
statement on his retur regarding the pork bar- 
rel, the fund allocations for legislators which 
the Speaker had said they were prepared to give 
upto help ease the budget deficit problem. 

Rep. Gerry Salappudin (Lakas, Basilan), 
the House deputy speaker for Mindanao, said 
De Venecia's hold over the speakership was 
"firm and secure." 

"He should call for an all member caucus 
so the issue of pork barrel will be resolved and 
clarified," Salappudin said. 

‘A number of lawmakers are protesting De 
\Venecia’s earlier statement about the at 
tion of the pork barrel, saying they were not 
even consulted. 

Rep. Robert Jaworski Jr. (Lakas, Pasig) dis- 
missed the discontent among House members 
asa “minor communication problem." 

“Things will certainly settle down by the 
time the Speaker gets back to Manila," Ja 
worski said. 

‘According to Rep. Imee Marcos (KBL, Ilo- 
cos Norte), it was a bloc of congressmen loyal. 
to Malacahang that was fanning discontent 
over the pork barrel issue. She said the group 
was fanning the pork barrel row to promote 
an attempt to grab power from De Venecia. 
Marcos did not identify the bloc but one. 
copgressman said that а group identified 

the Palace was neentiatino fa a 


merger with the opposition. 

Opposition Rep. Ronaldo Zamora (Pwersa 
ng Masa, San Juan) said that the Kabalikat ng 
Malayang Pilipino (Kampi) led by Rep. Ronal- 
do Puno (Antipolo) was contemplating bolt- 
ing the majority bloc. 

Kampi is chaired by President Macapagal- 
Arroyo who founded the party as the vehicle 
for her vice-presidential bid in 1998. 

Zamora said negotiations between his 
group and Kampi were already past mid- 
stage. d 

А merger between the Zamora and Kampi 
blocs would reduce the number of parties af- 
filiated with the majority and increase the 
size of the Zamora faction of the opposition, 
giving the latter the means to wrest leader- 
ship control of the minority bloc. 


Minority bloc 

Rep. Francis Escudero (NPC, Sorsogon) 
had edged out Zamora by a thin margin in the 
race for House Minority Leader. 

Marcos claimed that “powerful individu- 
als" in Malacafiang were upset by the growing 
sentiment in the Lower House to review the 
President's pork barrel expenditures and to 
assert congressional control over the funds 

She said what set ће oust-De Venecia plot 
in motion again was the insistence by the 
House leadership to return to line-item bud- 
geting which would severely limit the execu- 
tive departments discretion over fund alloca- 
tions for various agencies. 

"These people want their own man in the 
Speaker's chair, believing he can pull the re- 
calcitrant lawmakers in the adminisuation 
line. The bottom line is, they want the Presi- 
ent’ pork barrel left alone,” Marcos said. 

‘She also said that the the switching of alle- 
giances by one or two former Lakas members 
was expertly played up to create a perception 
that there was real growing disaffection 
among De Venecia supporters, 

“These intramurals are quite normal but 
the way these cross-party movements are be- 
ing played up is nor,” Marcos said 

"The intention, quite clearly, is to sabotage 
the balance of power in the оше, and this 
group is still heavy into party-raiding and re- 
cruitment," she added. 

А number of House members yesterday 
called on their colleagues to peacefully ie- 
solve the disagreements with De Venecia over. 
the issue of the abolition of the pork barrel in 
order not to further tarnish the image of the 
chamber 
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Singapore keeps terror suspects in jail 


SINGAPORE —Singapore Wednes- members ofthe local chapterofthe September 2002 under the Inter- ly has accused the Л and MILF of 
day extended for another two al Qaida-linked Jemaah islamiyah nal Security Act, which allows for involvement in plots to bomb the. 
ears the detention orders on 17 (JI) or ofthe Pilippines-based Mo- detention without trial. US and Israeli Embassies along 
Suspected Islamic militants ac- ro Islamic Liberation Front (MILF). The extension of the detention with other targets as part of efforts 
cused of terrorist plots against for- “These 17 detainees have had orders came six days after a car ко destabilize Southeast Asian gov- 
‘ign and local targets here. long and extensive exposure to mil- bombing outside the Australian 
"It is assessed that these per.  itantideology and received military Embassy in Jakarta by suspected region. 3 
sons remain at risk of reinvolve- or terrorist training,” the statement Л militants killed nine people Among those beingdetainedis а TII + НЕАУУ ЕСШРМЕМТ + ЗЕ 
ment in terrorism-related activi- said. “Several of them were directly and injured 180. Husin bin Ab Aziz, a Singaporean eee eer SEPT. 23 26, 2004 
ties and their continued preven- involved in terrorism-related activi- Тһе statement said the security who is nota member of JI but had STARTS AT 130 AM SHARE 
tivedetentionisnecessary,"saida ties, including terrorist targeting” threat posed by JI and the MILF in 
government statement. "hey were among 22 people theregion “remains real and signif- camp in the southern Philippine 
"The suspects were said to be arrested between August and icant.” Singapore, astaunch USal- island of Mindanao. AFP 
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ducks 


QUARANTINE off 
cials destroyed 467 & 
French ducks after | 
it was found the 
shipment passed 
through Thailand, 
where nine people 
have died from 
avian flu, officials & j аА 
said yesterday. У ' } ISUZU fOWDUME TRUCK. 
‘The consignment : е 
of live ducks which. 


mei № > \ + жч $ ENDE RN 
è T (eor d 


France were im- 

ported by a local 

duck farm near 

Manila over the 

weekend. ре и > 
The shipment was = Созу sow TRANSTT MER, 

seized after it was 

learned that the z 

commercial NN m ed 
carrying the ducks 

made a stopover in 


oe es tourgpackagessrolceBU ur) (0001 
vie sid the birds PRS ae for, [2Tinfour]RafflelPromo) 


Tuesday — through 
euthanasia — and 
burning,” after the 
airline refused to 
ship them back to 
France. 

Thailand, оле of 
the worlds leading 
poultry exporters, is 
struggling to contain 
the spread of the 
virus and last week 


reported its ninth hu- 
man death. 

Health experts 
have raised fears 
that the bird flu, or 
HSNI virus, could 
mutate into a highly 
contagious — form 
that triggers a glob- 
ab human fu pan- 
demic. ARP LY 


Whether you have a flabby tummy or a bulging belly, Marie France can give it a 
flatter, sexier look with this special offer: 


Enroll now and get 3 FREE tummy-flattening 


Electro-lipolysis Treatments 
from September 13-18, 2004 only! 


Electro-lipolysis can easily get rid of unwanted fat in your tummy without pain or 
skin penetration. It can significantly reduce flab and bulges in your tummy to give 
ita flatter, smoother look. 


Say good-bye to your fat tummy troubles once and for all. 
Call Marie France and avail of this FREE offer now! 
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S udy ш Атенса No trial by publicity, | 
The АЕО Tour new graft buster vOWS | 


By Armand М. Мосит reversed the ruling of the ОС wc | 
Hernando Per 


А MOTRIL Oy aaa and Hernani Br 
This was promised by the Presidential Anti-Graft 
, If you want to learn more about (Commission (РАСС) as it started to e in The twin reversals made people wonder if ^ 
education opportunities in the United States, come to the eamest the governments lifestyle check the Palace was Et in nahin graft. 
Neviy appointed РАСС chair Constancia De Guzman said the new gratin 


AMERICAN EDUCATION EXHIBITION vr == roared тростор 
This will be your opportunity to discuss: С ае when t cdi newiyapponted PAGC Comma: 


^ А turnsoutthattheyTeinnocent,shesaidinan sioner Nicasio A. Conti. 
admission requirements, curriculum, scholarships, interview with PAGC reporters. “We have to be professional and thorough 
carreer planning, financial assistance, housing, costs, In its earlier eru n of the lene in what we are doing,” she said, adding that 
sports & activities, work study, ESL programs. check program, = Transparency they would concentrate on building a strong 
fepe the! ры case that would stand in court. 
fire for releasin resof De Guzman, 48, was undersecreta ed forin- 
: Epi vier fom! temal control at the Department of National 
Representatives from Фир had not been Bed against та Defense before she was named chair of the 
n itie Ii " itie Officials of the Bureau of germ threat- РАСС. She is. nex member of the Presi- 
State Universities, Catholic Universities, ened to resign after the Palace leaked their dental Search Com 
Christian Universities. statement of assets and liabilities othe press, 
: I » De Guzman said they would be hiring 50 
Independent Universities and Colleges, кай investigators menda to build a pen 
against graf їп governme This 
Two Year College & Boarding Schools Won breciude the possiblity of the Palace 


reversing their riling. 
are available. Earlier this year, Malacañang’s committee of andi pumice er em 


у MANILA Suspended fire chief reinstated 
‘SECRETARY Angelo Reyes has ordered the 

Friday, September 17 == SESSA Ee | Corrections 

Ti 6 00 seg suspension expired as we YESTERDAYS ete banner noy of |; 

ime: 6:00 pm - 9:00 pm аатор снаа панаа | 

x B diately assume his old post and perform his task Internal Revenues collection tar- |! 

Makati Shangri-La Hotel әта" Бела | 

Exhibition: Makati Ballroom sion las March by then Interior Secretary dose | a f 

Ti J aec balag pic лей in he a alleged ‘IN YESTERDAYS issue, a story on Page 1, 


before the Office of the Ombud is" Ms Arroyo took up |! 

ide from Senot, two other BFP offi- Econom at Georgetown University i 
_ ADMISSION IS FREE : TEE ELI: ED 
Danilo Cabrera, BFP Metro Manila direc- | nomics, magna cum laude, from Assumption || 
Vint S Ч Ех torre also charged before rhe Oficeofthe | Ое in 968, she obtained her MA Eep” |; 
Ombudsman. The casehas yet toberesolved. | nomics degree from Ateneo mi |! 
nterview-Sessions an xhibitions = еее || 


Interior U y for Peace and Order 
Marius Corpus said that by operation flaw Senot | from the UP Schoo! of Economics in 1985. 
could already assume his old post. Nelson Flores 


Setting the record straight about the 
Philippine National Oil Company (PNOC) 


PNOC is NOT losing money, contrary to an earlier erroneous report 
by the Departments of Finance and Budget and Management 

Prior to my assumption of the PNOC presidency in February 2001, 
4 out of the 6 subsidiaries of PNOC were losing money 

By the time I left PNOC on August 30, 2004, ALL of PNOC'S 
subsidiaries had become profitable 

PNOC posted a COA-audited consolidated net income of 
P4.646 billion from 2001 - 2003 

For 2004 alone, PNOC forecasts a consolidated net income of 
P2.446 billion 


"To allow the misconception to continue that PNOC is among the unprofitable and maney-losing 
GOGCs would be grossly unfair to the hard-warking, dedicated, and professional men and women 
of PNOC who have striven to bring the company (o greater levels of excellence, " 
| . Ambassador Thelmo Y. Cunanan 
immediate past President and CEO (February 2001 - August 2004) 
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Шырка Нашу? . nag-text ang B РІ sa akin at kay . nag-withdraw na ako si 
wuuigesa abroad. „’ -< Tatay na ДЕЗ 4 auis) . Pinakamalapit na ; 
5 Ex ШИН БРГЕ АПАР; 


There are more than уВР1 Express Teller ATMs 
nationwide, avallable 24) Quz, d did p said 


шй йу wy Zyl Plugy--«it3ya шыш 


don't ha 

ross 

ЕР Express Es а s 

Visit any Prous f Siguradong mati 
mabilis at maa: 


vo 
Tøllor 


{ ài 
BANK OF THEPHILIPPINE ISLANDS 
A tradition of leadership 


————ÁáÀ | 


na У PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER ^ THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 16,2004 


‘It’s like like stealing part of themselves’ 


à hysterical and depressed, he 
y become nervous when they Said, noting that these were 
don't receiveanycallsortexisfor symptoms common among abuse 
Sitio or three hours. victims. 
RESI have interviewed students Anyone would, of course, be 
who said they felt depressed extremely annoyed or get a big 
Shen they got less than 10 text headache from losing other 
messages a day, because [the бе. “practical” valuables like a pass- 
Sguency of the messages] is опе port or a wallet containing a driv- 
Say they can prove how much ers license or credit cards. But 
‘they are part of their barkada losing a cell phone could prove 
gang)” unsettling ata different personal 
=< Pertierra recalled that three or level, Pertierra said. 
dur years ago he heard of Тһе professor cited more ex- 
Stéenagers from lower-income amples of people "invésting a lot 
Sfamilies who, just to look “coo!” of themselves” in a cell phone: 
уйеп taking а stroll in thestreets ө A Filipino mother working 


“We are also a very expressive ее themselves as victims of bi 
people,” so much so that the Fil. ger thefts” that go unpunished in 
ipino macho can get into a fatal the government or are perpetrat- 
brawl over the microphone in а ed by the powerful elite? 
videoke bar, he said. Again, he "Тһе view from below is that, 
added, “because t’simportantfor по matter what ће law says, the 
Filipinos to express themselves.” poor have a right to do whatever 

à they have to do to survive—as 
Universal phenomenon мей as enjoy [elite] privileges 

But as tothe stealingand fenc- like cell phones—because they 

ing of cell phones—or other feel they have long been victims 
items, for that matter—De Leon ofinjustice," he said, adding: 
sought to first put things in per- — "Seeing that the more notori- 
spective: "It happens in any other ous lawbreakers are in govem- 
Country; its a universal human ment and the upper class, the 
Phenomenon, and culture has common citizen asks: Ano? Gusto 
nothing to do with it" nila taong bayan lang ang me 

'4 malls, carried mere cell in Hong Kong makes up for her He further warned: "Let's not masuunin oí responsabi (So hey. 
воле casings. They obviously absence by sending text messages fall into the Doña Victorina syn- think only the masses should be 
Ëcouldn'tafford the hardwareyet. to her children in the Philippines ТО FILIPINOS, the cellphones both a functionaland emotional оте and think that something law-abiding and responsible)?" 
T^ He said the cell phone had be- daily, to practically run the affairs extension of their lives. wewusea that is negative is unique to Fil- "You can no longer impose 
ейте "а symbol in itself” some- ofthe house. ipinos.” (A character in the Rizal those finer points .. because 
ing that you did not reallyneed е The children “forward” cred" possessions of the Fil- women по longer о the laundry novel "Noli Me Tangere,” Victori- there's moral turbulence already; 
tise but to “just show off, like jokes to the mother just tobright- ipino—something to protect the together by the river or the arte- па is а social-climber who feels ithas become meaningless о fol- 


jewelry” еп her day, even green jokes that way, say, a balikbayan would the sian well. The big crowd of vil- inferior being a brown-skinned low the law.” 
"This may explain why, hesaid, they may not have the nerve to boxes of pasalubong on his trip lagers who used to watch shows native and masquerades as a Pertierra offered a parallel 
“people will defend it with their crackin her presence. back to his family. in plazas have dispersed into Spanish mestiza.) view: “I would not just focus on 


lives" against a robber, because ө Lovers quarrels get mend- “Йе are people who like to movie theaters or have chosen Nevertheless, DeLeon attribut- the cell phone. Start with false 
“itis like stealing a part ofthem- ей, not by verbal declarations, connect,” said De Leon, who privacy with their TV sets and ed therise of cell phone theft and diplomas or term papers for sale 


selves.” but by carefully worded textmes. teaches at UP and heads the home video players. fencing to factors that.exist in [at the University Belt in Manila], 
Pertierra is an anthropologist- sages. Akademiya ng Sikolohiya at Kul- “But Filipinos cannot stand Philippine society. stolen side mirrors [of cars]. 
sociologist formerlybasedinAus- Ви has human life become so шап Pilipino (Research House having no contact with kapwa А question posed to him was: Who among us have never 


tralia and currently teaching at cheap that it is now worth risk- for Philippine Psychology). (others). And so the cell phone is How come ordinary citizens по bought a second-hand item, or 
the University of the Philippines ing, or taking, fora cellphone? "Ме are not content with just now the most convenient way of longer seem to think twice when asked first whether that item was 
and the Ateneo de Manila Univer- Pertierra replied: "That ques- knowing a persons name; we continuing that kind of culture,” buying a cheap second-hand smuggled?” 
sity. tion suggests that human life is want to know where he lives, hesaid. phone even when there's a great Не further explained that the 
He is also one of the five au- very valuable while the cell where he studies, who his rela- De Leon cited studies showing possibility that the phone was Philippines had long established 
thors of the book "Ixring phone is not that important. But tives are, sothat we can fully con- that, among Asians, Filipinos say stolen and that its original owner an underground market for sec- 
Selves—Cell Phones and Philip. my point is, the cell phone has nect with this person. We find it “I love you” the most often and got killed for it? ond-hand goods, and that the cell 
pine Modernity” Published im transformed itself into an essen- odd to find an acquaintance eat- are tops in remembering bith- "You can't blame the people; phone might just happen to be 
5002 and funded by a grant from tial device that has become equal Їп alone, so we join him at the days. He said a studydone inthe De Leon said. “Filipinos are the hottest commodity in that 
Nokia Philippines and the Em- to human life for many people. table." late 1970s by the Far Easten Eco- among the most sensitive in the market nowadays. 
bassy of Finland, the book notes, Instead of saying that life has be- Even before the Spanish peri- nomic Review magazine showed world. When they begin to see Ше De Leon, Pertierra said the 
among others, that cell phones come cheaper, I would say that ой, Filipinos have been “commu- rhat Filipinos abroad, even before their own lawmakers being ex- masses “may not feel the slightest 
have become a “major icon” of Ме has become more identified nal,” De Leon said. “We gather at there were cell phones, made the empted from the very laws they hint of guile [when buying fenced 


Philippine life, “replacfing} the withthe cell phone. thecomersar-saristoreforsome most frequent overseas calls to make, when the rich get away items] because they feel they 
jeepney as the expression of what “So т not surprised that peo- chismisan (gossip). We converge their spouses at home in all of with crimes involving millions of have been robbed as well.” 
is quintessentially Filipino.” ple сап get very possessive with atthe plaza to watch even the re- East Asia. pesos while a pauper lands in јай The prevalent feeling is: "Vic: 
i theirphones, muchlike with their hearsal of a senakulo (passion ^ "This is not just true with Fil- for P40, its easy to understand tim din ako (Vm also a victim)." 
Investing themselves dignity And if someone impugns play." ipinos or just with cell phones: how they would fee.” ‘And if poor man sees that the 
During his research for the your dignity, would you not de- But the technology and Anything that connects us to our rest of the people have cell 
book, Pertierra recalled, some fend it with your life?” lifestyle of the late 20th century loved ones and affirms ош to- View from below phones, Pertierra said, “can you 


‘women he interviewed conveyed have caused Filipinas to become gethemness, we consider sacred Ре Leon formulated it thus: really blame him if he settles fora 
the feeling of “being violated ог Connecting "isolated" from one another, De and worth fighting for ...pwedeng How can the Filipino masses, es- used phone that is offered 
Taped" after losing their phone to For De Leon, the cell phone can Leon pointed out. Because of the ipagpatayan kung kinakailangan pecially the poor, be expected to cheap—even if it might have 
a thief, now be counted as one ofthe"sa- washing machine, for example, (something to kill or die for if ponder the “finer” moral or legal been stolen?" 


Angelo’s world: Cell phone theft, drug abuse, jail 


From page al though they usually broke upinto jeepney in December last year But angry bystanders caught up passenger put up a fight, says, mostly to himself. 
2 smaller groups. ‘when he noticed a woman passen- with him and beat him black and ^ "Iwantedtosabherbutlhesta. The place is sweltering and vis- 

istoo strong. Кз easier that way Angelo ger holding her cell phone and blue. ed. The moment I did, this guy gave _itors are sweating profusely. 
Drugs lured Angelo into the says. “No one tries to fight back sending a text message. When she “My vision still gets hazy some- mea blow to the head,” he sas. “I won't do it anymore once I 

underworld. He was 19 in 1988 because there are just too many was done, she opened her hand- times, Angelo says, laughing at  Hewasclapped behind barsthat get out of here. I have two daugh- 

when he and three others of you.” ‘bag and lipped the phone inside. his own misery. He seems to have night But the victims did not pur- ters, aged 9 and 12, and I miss 

younger than he decided that Не is lanky and just 53, and Angelo saw that there wasan- accepted the fact that getting sue the case, and he was oon back them a lot,” he says. 

robbing jeepney passengers in one wonders how he transforms other — phone—a highend beaten when caught is all part of inthesrees plyinghis*trade.” © Angelos wife left him four 

front of the Jose Rizal University himself into a menacing hooligan unit—in the handbag. thejob. PENNE years ago. Their children are with 

in Mandaluyong City would al- іп front of prey bigger than he. The woman was with а com- “Folks are really angry at "IWon'tdo itagain' his mother. 

Jow them to sustain their habit. "Гоа good friend," Angelo de- panion, but the thought of two snatchers," he chuckles. ‘Angelo says he has also been Мом he has to go back to the 
Helefthomewhen hewasonly lares, pain discernible in his phones in one fell swoop proved Last year, Angelo spent two arrested in Cainta and Taytay in cell. Before turning around, he 

10. As what usually happens to voice. “I think Im such a good  too.tempting to be ignored. weeks in a detention center іп Віза], He easily gets out because asks fora coin or two. 

street kids, he became a hustler friend that I have given so much Angelo snatched the handbag, Pasig. He had declared a holdup попе ез charges againsthim. То buy cigarettes, he says. 

and a drug addict. of myself то my buddies." jumped off the jeepney, and ran. inside a jeepney but a woman "ТА is the last of it,” Angelo They're hard to come by in jail, 
One day he ran out of money to 


wy drugs and he decided to Ready buyer E : 
TUUS same voce, Budget chief says NFA may be first to go 


onshabu before making their first cellphone is easier and quicker to 


robbery. It made them feel dispose ofthan jewelry ora wrist- Frompage At ga resigned yesterday but would Оп the LRTMs losses, Osorio easily dissolved. 
stronger, quicker on their feet. — watch. stay on at the state-owned utility sald its poor financial state mere- “It could not be abruptly done. 
t soon became a grim cycle. For their stolen cell phones, fore that date. until Dec. 31. ly reflected the difficult condition Undersecretary (Nieves) Osorio 


The mobile phone industry Angelo says his gang has a ready In the case of the NFA, Bon- Ofthe three, Napocorhas post- of different mass transit systems із one of our board members and 
took hold in the late 1990s, and buyer ina shopping center in San codin said the DBM and the DOF ей the biggest losses and debt. all over the world. She said most she knows the functions of NFA," 


boomed. Suddenly, сей phones Juan, might nor really dissolve the Napocor, which owed P1.3 tril- mass transit systems worldwide he noted. “The country’s food se- 
were everywhere, ‘Whenever they come bearing agencybutonly streamline it, She Коп in 2003, lost more than PISO were suffering the same fate of curity is at stake here." 

. "We quickly shifted to sealing high-end models, thestore owner said departments whose func- billion between 1998 and 2003, huge losses because of the com- Не noted that the attached 
mobile phones” Angelo tells the Iv- gives them ап additional tions the NFA could operate with- It is expected to lose P114 billion  plexiiesoftheir operations. agency of the Department of 
qunm, breaking into a smile It is P2,000—some sort of “cash ad- out would be removed. this year. In the case of the NFA, Osorio Agriculture is even tasked with 
Doon and weare sitting atthe ecelv- vance," Angelo says. The government is studying Тһе NFA, which owes P25 bil- said it could not be faulted for procuring and selling other com- 


ing area ofa chy jail where he and Тһе biggest amount they were whether the NFA will continue lion, lost P7.6 billionlastyear. LR- posting huge losses because {ts modities such as certified rice 
three of his cohorts are being held. paid was P10,000 for a single with the subsidy it gives to farm- TAS losses last year stood at P3.8 mandate was to buy rice from seeds, sugar and fertilizers, 


(They were arrested separately) phone, a Nokia 7650. ers when it buys their palay (un- billion. abroad as the country's rice pro- For its procurement from farm- 
Angelo became part of a rob- milled rice) and sells the polished ^* duction remains insufficient to ers, the NFA has allocated P4 bil- 

bery group that victimized com. Lone ranger rice to the public. P5.9Tpublicsectordebt feed the growing Philippine pop- , lion this year, which was acquired 

muters in Mandaluyong and Sometimes Angelo strikes Defending the losses of the Тһе Senate earlier said that of ulation, and to sell the imported ` through loans from state-owned 

Pasig, The group's favorite spot alone, snatching phones from NFA, officer in charge Gregorio the P5.3-trillion public sector debt rice ага low price to dealers. banks and are guaranteed by the 

was Edsa Crossing, а heavily pop- jeepney passengers whenever the Tan Jr. said his office should not as of September last year, the па. NFA was not intended to be- finance department, 

ulated intersection, ‘opportunity presents itself. be expected to post profits be- tional government accounted for come profitable but to ensure rice Аз of July, the NFA imported 


"There were nine of them, al- Не was on his way home on a cause its mandate was not to over РЗ trillion while GOCCs ас sufficiency for the country, she some 877,000 metric tons of rice 
earn but to ensure food securi- counted for more than P2trilion, said, Under the NFAs charter, itis to build up the national buffer 


t. While the national government onlyrequiredtorecoveróSpercent stocks that could be worth P2.6 

Е R "TheNPAisnotreallydesigned had a bigger share, the Senate of its expenses from the purchase billion (at an average of $300 per 

i ) to make money for the national noted thata substamtialamountof of palay, according to Osorio. metric ton excluding the freight 
government. We buy palay from government borrowings was in- The NFA (formerly known as costs). 

л the farmers at a higher, subsi- tended for lending toor for bailing the National Grains Authority) During the füst quarter, to 

a dized price and at the same time out of losing GOCCs. was created on Sept. 26, 1972 keep sugar prices from falling, 

sell them at a lower cost to con- іп response to the call to sack under Presidential Decree No. 4. the NFA bought the commodity at 

sumers," he said. the officials of the three GOCCs, Its mission is to promote P710 рег S0-kg bag. However, 


The DBM study of the 15 Finance Undersecretary Nieves growth and development of the this cost the government some P1 
GOCCs came after the Senate Osorio earlier said that the offi- grains industry, which covers the billion in additional expenses. 
called for an inquiry into the way cials could not be fully blamed for sub-industries of rice, corn, feed Тап said there were moves to 
state-owned firms and their fi- the sorry financial state of the grains, peanuts and mongo. Itis trim down the size of the NFA, 
папсе are being managed or firms they head. also tasked with developing the which has 5,700 employees na- 
“mismanaged” by their officials. Osorio said the insufficient grains post-harvest systems, tionwide. 

A Senate hearing on the gov. capital given by the national gov- When Presidential Decree No. "There is a proposal to зера, 
erment’ fiscal position revealed ernment to Napocor, at P31 bil- 1770 was issued on Jan. 14, rate the two main functions of 
that GOCCs were largely to lion, was the reason the power 1981, the National Grains Au- - NFA—the regulatory and the 
blame for the huge debt of the frm needed to make huge Бог. thority was renamed the NFA, trading functions. However, ev- 


country’s public sector. Towingsto finance its operations which has been tasked with cov. erything has to pass through leg- 
Sen. Manuel Villar Је, chair of and the building of expensive in- ering even non-grain products, islation," he said. 

the Senate finance committee, `frastructure projects. including fresh fruits and vegeta- — In Congress, a bill seeking to 

earlier asked Malacafiang to fire bles, fish and other marine prod- amend the NFA charter has been 

the heads of the three GOCCsthat Peso depreciation ucts, and processed and manu- submitted by Representatives Ju- 

are losing the most—National She said the borrowings, most- factured food. ple Cua of Quirino and Jose Lac 

Power Corp, Light Rail Transit ly from foreign lenders, were зоп of Negros Occidental. In t 
лыкты лоно andthe NEA. bloated by the constantdeprecia- Sugar procurement Senate, Sen. Ramon Magsaysay 


оп September 23. 2004 » STARTS АТ 8:30 АМ. SHARP. Napocor president Roger Mur- tion ofthe peso. Tan said the NFA could not be Jr. filed a similar bill. - 
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Congress sets ARMM 
elections for Aug. 2005 


Pablo The conference [Araig he Chrimar rash! Speciale i Made w Order 
REGULAR elections in 


the Autonomous Re. Meslay night recon ета Your family's health Is no. 11 
gion in Muslim Min- ^ Salapuddin said Tel 825.8799, 823-2714, 09193508086 


eld regularly every 
three years on the sec- 


ond Monday of August рот 
Monday of ARP biliy ofthe ARMM, 
‘The House and Sen- 
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The measure pro- | топам Systemsa 
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fectively extended, to 
“fulfil the mandate 
oftheir office." 


‘were supposed to have 
been held last Sept 13 
but Congress, based 
оп the initiative of 
Malacañang, moved 
for its deferment due 
to lack of budget and 
adequate preparations 
forthe polls. 

"The resetting is a 
wise move. This wil 
‘enable the Commission. 
оп Elections tme to 
prepare for the com- 
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Why take a chance with ordinary cookware? 


Only Visions extraordinary glass cookware can 
withstand heat that turn ordinary pots into sauce. 
Its smooth, non-porous glass leaves по odors and 
stains making it free of contaminants and toxins 
from cooked-on food. For time-saving, energy 
saving, no mess, healthy cooking, 

its got to be Visions. 
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REMITTANCE WITR Express Advice for Expat Pinoys: Invest Safely and Wisely 


Remittance Blues ni Tatay 


For tho Expat Pinay, BPI has servicos that go beyond remittances. BPI has aul rogram 
‘of persona financial planning and managemont for ah Flipinos, working or Ing abrond 

_ ined pat Praya oo. Tn ele aig ton аде ш коала 
Joans, eve surance plans. Ив mason to help our ave or dame 
and aupiattons = ine very rensons for which tay lave ta country n search of he 
Proverbia greonor pasture in a Toon land 


Asa son of an Expat Pinoy, Erik Santos understands the difficulties їп sending remittance 
from abroad. Erik relatas that while his Tatay sends regular remittances, hls mother does not always got 
уа hirap na һар si Na 


“Kaya ang adio ko sa mga Бапа возр Expat Pinoy, uentos 
“Dal ро siguro sa delay in procesog ng mga reliance or money enfer companies daii pass ‘Kamara advice kana тра tecto ng Expat Poy inyong moe. 


salin ang pera bago makarating sa amin", opinas Erk. 


uti na iang тау bengong tud ng BPI ne as 
"Kaya nga po malaking bagay ngayon na may onrotsyong BPI Express omit. Sa simpleng stops 1-2-3, sa mga Expat Pinoys Па flo n Tatay upang 
madan kay Tatay паара т! Iion тм) п park sa amin matanggap ang pereng padala. mgn pangarap.” Eric ends, 


Higit sa lahat, BPI pa mismo ang magte-text kay Tatay at sa amin ni Nanay na dumating na ang padala, 
at puwodo nang ma-withdraw sa BPI Express Teller ATM, kahit anong oras at агам." 


“Iba Pa Rin Talaya Pag Bangko, Gaya ng BPI" 
"Eh, business ро talaga nila yan, eh, ao pa BPI, s 


To Erik and Nanay, "malaking bagay na walang pag-aalala sa tuwing magpapadala ng pera si Tatay.” 


BPI recentiy niroducad Express Remit, Ив on-line в! timo ramittanco faeit with tox lot, Ав saan 
as tho ramittor senda monoy though алу BPI Expromy от! Gentera and t айй to-un compania, 
ВР! venda tho remittor and ls borufcary a taxt let fling tham that fundia have bean erorilted to 
аг account id thatthe monoy сап now bo vitara п any a! РГ more man 1,200 ATMs пеат, 
‘anytime, any dy. whothor you havo a BPI Expreoa Taller АТМ oard or tho Exprase Cash oard. 


Tho text alert la fro of charge and can be received through any cellphone notwork provider. 


‘Doing it the Express Online Way 


"Sabi ko nga rin po kay Tatay, mag-enro kami sa BP Euros 
тав табиа pa ang remittance kung fund помело кот Талау 


пас Kung mablis na ang Express Remit, 
РІ Express Toller Account to my Expross 


Express Online,” Erk continuas. 
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BOOK ON RM AWARDEES 
The Ramon Magsaysay Award Foundation and Anvil Publishing have come out with the book, “Great Men and Women 
of Asia,” the first in a planned five-volume series to mark the RM Awards SOLh year and the ate Presidents centenary. 
The book, featuring biographical sketches of the first 15 RM Awardees (1958-1967), was launched during a recent tri- 
media event held at the Ramon Magsaysay Center, where guests previewed a documentary and had a real-time chat 
‘with awardees Thal Sen, Mechal Viravaldya and Naga Mayor Jesse Robredo, In photo, book editor Lorna Kalaw-Tirol 
(righi) introduces the authors, (rom let) Ma. Socorro Naguit, Pennie Azarcon-de a Cruz, Ester б. Dipasupil, Ceres P 
Doyo and Angelina G. Goloy. In foreground are foundation staff member Sandy de a Cruz and student Pedro Caballero, 


THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 16,2004 . 
Mr 


Gov't wins tax case, finally с 


SC orders Toda heirs to pay P79M on land deal + 


ByPhilip C. Tubeza 


AFTER string of losses, the government yes- 
terday won a P79-million tax evasion case be- 
fore the Supreme Court against the former 
owner of Philippine Airlines. 

Ina 17-page decision, the tribunal ordered the 
estate of the ate businessman Benigno P Toda Jr, 


to pay the government P79,099,999.22 “pus le- , 


gal interest for the sale of the 16-story Cibeles 
building and the two parcels of land on which it 
stands on Ayala Avenue in August 1989. 

Tt said Cibeles Insurance Corp. (CIC), which 
‘Toda owned 99.991 percent, illegally evaded 
corporate income taxes after it sold the building 
to Rafael Altonaga for P100 million on August 
30,1989. That same day, Altonaga sold the prop- 
erty to Royal Match Inc. (RMI) for P200 million. 

“The scheme resorted to by CIC in making 
itappear that there were two sales of the sub- 
ject properties from CIC to Altonaga, and then. 
from Altonaga to RMI cannot be considered a 
legitimate tax planning, Such scheme is taint- 
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ed with fraud,” said the ruling penned by, 
Chief Justice Hilario Davide Jr, 

‘The court said that it was "obvious" that the 5,7 
objective of the sale to Altonaga was to reduce ^i. 
the amount of tax to be paid since the transfer , 
from him to RMI would then subject CICs in- "^ 
come to the five percent individual capital gains 
тах, and not the 35 percent corporate income tax. 

When CIC filed its corporate annual in- 
come tax return for 1989, it declared the 
amount of Р75,728.021 as its gain from the 
sale of the real property. It paid P26,341,207 
for its net taxable income of P75,987,725 af- 
ter crediting withholding taxes of P254,497, 

According to the tribunal, the sale to Alton- 
aga was a mere sham, "a tax ploy .. without 
business purpose and economic substance,” 

The court said it found out that Altonaga 
never controlled the property and did not enjoy 
normal benefits and burdens of ownership and, 
that the real buyer ofthe properties was RMI. 

Tt said Тоба? estate even admitted that Al- 
tonaga was a mere conduit when it declared 
thatthe sale to him of the building was part of 
CIC's tax planning scheme. 

The tribunal said Toda’ estate cannot deny lia- 
bility by invoking the separate corporate person- 
айу of the CIC because its obligation came ftom” y, 
"Todas Deed of Sale of Shares of Stockin CIC. — 7 

In that deed, Toda agreed to hold that 
Cibeles and the buyer of his shares of stock was. н 
free from “any and all income tax liabilities" of... 
Cibeles for the years 1987, 1988, and 1989, “ 
"thereby holding himself personally liable.” 

In July 1990, Toda sold all his shares in CIC 
to a certain Le Hun Choa for P12.5 million. 
"Toda died in January 1994, 

‘The Bureau of Internal Revenue sent an as- 
sessment notice to the Toda estate in 1995 
and demanded thatit pay up. 

‘The estate protested but then Commission- 
ег of Internal Revenue Liwayway Vinzons- 
Chato dismissed the protest, saying that CIC 
deliberately perpetuated a fraudulent scheme 
to avoid paying taxes. i 

"Todas estate went to the Court of Tax Appeals 5 
(СТА) and won. The government appealed to 
the Court of Appeals but it upheld the CTA rul- 
ing. The government then went to the Supreme 
Cour, which ruled that Todas estate was liable. 

Toda was majority owner of Philippine Air- 
lines until the government virtually took over 3 
the flag carrier during the Marcos years. 
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‘Thursday, September 16,2004 
24th Week in Ordinary Time 

Ist Reading: Tor 15:1-11 

Gospel: 107:3650 

Опе of the Pharisees asked Jesus to share 
his meal, so he went to the Pharisee's home 
andas usual reclined on the sofa to eat- And it 
happened that а woman of this town, who 
was known as a sinner, heard that he was in 
the Pharsee' house She brought a precious 
jar of perfume and stood behind him at his 
Teet, weeping She wet his feet with ears, she 
dried them with her hair and kissed his feet 
and poured the perfume on them 

“The Pharsee who had invited Jesus was 
watching and though, "И this man were à 
prophet, he would know what sort of person 
touching him; sn this woman a sinner?” 

"Then Jesus spoke to the Pharisee and said 
"Simon, {have something to ask you» He an- 
suere “Speak, master” And Jesus said, "wa 
People were in debr o the same creditor: One 
Sed him five hundred siver coins, and the 
other Rf. As they were unable to pay him 
Pack, he graciously canceled the debts af bot. 
Now which of them will ove him more?" 

Simon answered, "The one, 1 suppose, Who 
was forgiven more? And Jesus said, "ou are 
Tight” And tuming toward the woman, he sid 
to Simon, “Do you see this woman? You gave me 
no water for my feet when T entered your house, 
but she has washed my feet with her tears and 
dried them with her hate You didit welcome me 
ith a Ks, but she has not stopped kissing пу 
fet since she came in. You provided no ol formy 
"ead, bur she has poured perfume on my fet 
"isis why tel you hersins her many sins, are 
forgiven, because of her great ove, But the one 
who is forgiven itle, has irde оне? 

Then Jesus said т the woman, “Your sins are 
forgiven” The orhers sining wih him ar the table 
Tegan à wonder, "Now s man daims to for- 
give sins!" Bur Jesus again spoke to the woman, 
our Taith has saved you; goin pic." 
Commentary 

IT was probably to get a better look at him 
that Simon the Pharisee invited Jesus to a теп, 
Не олш alt йе norma courtesies far roiv 
Inga guest. When you invited a Rabbi t Your 
house, it was normal to place your hand on his 
shoulder and give him zhe kis of peace, to bathe 
пај (itis a very dusty country) andto buma. 
grain of incense or pura drop of artar of roses on 
fis head. Simon e Parse had done none of 
these things on receiving Jesus into his house, 
nd this er have been a pointed discours. 

There i reat irony in the fox tha, without 
Koving i woman of the streets paid him the 
ery courtesies that his host had so rudely omitted. 
Maal Simon thought to himsel fs man 
пата prophet” Simo thought was so comen 
Tonal that it wasnt tough at all A prophet 
might be expected to surprise people and jole chem 
‘ht of their дей minds But Jor Simon, a prophet 
would besomeone who pried into people hears in 
order to udge and condemn then usa the Phor 
ias didl A prophet would be someone who kept 
the tine of division clear: sinner/saint. He wasnt 
ready and he couldnt imagine а Mesiah who 
rod Зит sinners and eat wish ham" 
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78% of Filipinos oppose new taxes, says І latest poll 


From page Al 

‘The survey, conducted by Pulse Asia, Inc., 
showed that 78 percent of Filipinos saw no 
need for new taxes as long as the government. 
strengthened its tax collection efforts while 
77 percent believed the government should 
curb wasteful spending. 

"In general, Filipinos disagree with the im- 
position of new or increased taxes аз a first 
option and would rather see government cut 
‘wasteful spending due to inefficiency and cor- 
ruption,” Pulse Asia said. 

At least 49 percent disagreed with govern- 
ment plans to borrow money to finance pre- 
sent needs, while 29 percent believed this was 
OK because the economy would recover in 
the future, the survey showed. 

Almost four in 10 Filipinos, or 39 percent, 
believed the government should improve its 
tax collection instead of imposing new taxes, 
the survey also showed. 

But 30 percent, however, said they would 
not oppose new taxes if this would lead to the 
improvement in the quality of government 
services. 

‘The survey said that a “combination of 
improved tax collection, reduced govern- 
ment spending together with no new taxes 


or tax increases" is acceptable to a third of 
Filipinos. Only a fifth of Filipinos prefer im- 
proved tax collection and reduced govern- 
ment spending but are amenable to new or 
higher taxes if these would result in better 
services. 

Agreement to new or increased taxes is 
higher among urban areas in Mindanzo (44 
percent) and lower among rural areas in the. 
Visayas (21 percent). Disagreement to such 
taxes is consistent across all socioeconomic 
classes but is higher among Visayans (57 per- 
cent) and lower among Mindanaoans (38 
percent). 

Pulse Asia conducted the survey from June. 
22 to July 3, covering 1, 200 respondents, ll 
Filipinos aged 18 years old and above. Ithada 
margin of error of plus or minus З percentage 
points and a 95-percent confidence level, 
Pulse Asia executive director Dr. Ana Maria 
Tabunda said. 

‘The survey was conducted to get the Fil 
ipinos views on how the government may ad- 
dress the budget deficit. 

President Macapagal-Arroyo earlier said 
the Philippines was in the “midst of a fiscal 
crisis,” echoing warnings by nine professors 
from the state-run University of the Philip- 


Chief Justice rules: No texting 


FrompageAl 
pay, 2) no hiring of casual employees, and 3) 
no creation of new positions. 

In a sentence: no texting during office 
hours. 

If court employees focused on their work at. 
all times, Chief Justice Hilario Davide Jr. ex- 
plained, there would be no need for overtime 
‘work, casual employees and new positions. 

Henceforth, he said, sending text messages 
would bellowed only “in emergency situations.” 

"The new regulations were contained in an 
administrative circular dated Sept. 6. 

In the circular, Davide also discouraged 
luncheon meetings and foreign trips, limited 
foreign and local official trips, and gave spe- 
cific instructions on use of supplies and con- 
sumption of electricity. 


Room to bargain 

Mostly the circular points left some room 
forbargaining. 

Exempted from the noovenime-pay rule 
were employees required by the Chief Justice 
or the associate justices ("a maximum of three 
personnel for each”), the justices’ official 
drivers, and those whose work extended be- 
yond office hours due to compelling" reasons. 

Davide said new casual employees would be 
hired only as replacements for those whose ap- 
pointments could not be renewed, but whose 
services “are extremely and urgently needed.” 

No vacant positions in "courts of all levels” 
would be filled up, he added, except those need- 
ей in the Action Program for Judicial Reform 
(APR), and those for which applicants were al- 
ready being considered. New positions would 
have to be “justified by a compelling need." 

Contracts of incumbent consultants would 
not be renewed, either, unless there was an 
“absolute necessity.” Davide said this meant 
the work could not be done by organic per- 
sonnel, or the position fell under a loan or 
grant requirement "for a program or project 
Covered by the APJR." 


Davide also ordered that no committees or 
task forces should be created unless “urgently 
needed” as determined by him or when re- 
quired by the APUR. 

‘Workshops, seminars, conferences and oth- 
er similar activities for next year would be 
limited to those deemed “extremely or ur- 
gently needed,” and those that he approved, 
Davide seid. "For the rest of 2004, those that 
have already been scheduled must be re-eval- 
uated as to their necessity and urgency" 


‘Justifiable cause" 

"Luncheon meetings are discouraged un- 
less warranted by justifiable cause,” he 
added. 

Foreign travels would be limited to judicia- 
ry members “needed” in international confer- 
ences, seminars, and training workshops 
funded by foreign donors or by the Supreme. 
Court, “if they are related to the APJR." 

‘As for local trips, they “should be done only 
in connection with the performance of official 
duties and when demanded by the urgency of 
the service,” Davide said. 

Inside the offices, only electric light, 
airconditioning units, and elevators that 
were “reasonably needed” should be used to 
reduce electricity consumption, the Chief Jus- 
tice specified. 

He added that the purchase and use of 
equipment and supplies, would be further reg- 
ulated, and that stricter guidelines on repairs 
and renovations have also been issued. 

This one sounded а linde more final: “The 
numberof laborers or those covered by contracts 
for services in the SC 


pines that the country risked an Argen- 
tine-type debt crisis due to its high budget 
deficit and mounting external debt. 

Ms Arroyo has asked Congress to pass a 
controversial tax package to raise P80 billion 
n revenues and has ordered all government. 
agencies to adopt austerity measures. 

"The tax package includes shifting to a gross 
income tax system, repealing the value-added 
tax system, taxing the windfall of profits of 
telecommunication firms, raising revenues 
from alcohol and tobacco products and from. 
petroleum products, rationalizing fiscal in- 
centives, instituting a targeted tax amnesty 


and offering a performance-driven system for. 
revenue agencies. 

The Pulse Asia survey showed that 84 per- 
cent of respondents from Metro Manila be- 
lieved the government should observe auste 
ity, and 88 percent from the ABC economic 
classes wanted the government to cut down 
unnecessary expenses. 

A high 59 percent of classes АВС "dis- 
agreed” with government plans for more bor- 
rowings. The disagreement was highest at 58. 
percent in Metro Manila, and lowest in Min- 
anao at 35 percent. With areport from Gil 
C. Cabacungan Jr. 
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should be reduced by 
atleast 40 percent.” 
Earlier, Davide is- 
sued stringent guide- 
lines on the use of SC 
vehicles, fuel con- 
sumption and car 
maintenance services 


GMA called ‘a queen’ 


Frompage Al 

Esther was a young Israelite ог. 
phan who became queen of Persia 
(now Iran) and risked her life to 
save her people. When a cousin 
who worked in the household of 
King Ahasuerus asked Esther to 
intercede for the Jews—who had 
been condemned to death by roy- 
al decree—the queen was very 
hesitant and nervous. 

The cousin persuaded her by 
saying there was а reason she had 
become queen at that time. 

"With those words," Maxwell 
said, "Esther understood for the 
irst time that being a leader was 
not all privilege [or] position; 
that it was to make a difference in 
people's 

Then he vowed to pray that Ms 
Arroyo thus be given the “wis- 
dom, strength and courage” for 
her daunting task, and gave her a 
guarantee: “If you trust Him, 1 
promise you this—He would be 
faithful to you, and help you to be 
faithful to the people, and the 
best days of this great country are 
the days ahead.” 

Maxwell said the Philip- 
pines—and the Filipinos—were 
worth his 18-hour tip from the 
United States. "You are the friendli- 
est people in Asia,” he said. This is 
his third visir to the country 

His two organizations, Injoy 
and Equip Foundation—aim to 
develop one million government, 
church and corporate "leaders" 
all over the world. 

At present, he said, his two orga- 
nizations have 150,000 Filipinos in 
various training programs. 


Respite from crisis 

"The other participants in yeste- 
days prayer breakfast "for peace, 
unity and progress” were Vice Presi- 
dent Noli de Castro, Senate President 
Franklin Drilon, Manila Archbishop 
Gaudencio Rosales, Deputy Speaker 
Raul del Maz Supreme Court Justice 


he said. 


"The wealthy and the poor 
say the same prayer and read the e 
same Word of God," the archbish- 
op noted. But “obviously” he 
said, the two did not understand 
it in the same way. 

Tt was the leader's task, Rosales 
stressed, to "democratize the de- 
sires and prayers of the people, 
[seeing] that justice to one [can 
be] an injustice to another.” 

The Defense Secretary Cruz 
prayed for peace and s 

"Unite us in these trying times. 
Open our hearts and minds and 
teach us to have understanding 
and respect [for one another]," 
Cruzsaid. 

Ramos found Maxwell's mes- 
sage "timely and appropriate. 

“T have never talked to this guy 
before," the former President told 
the Inquinen. 
same things that we should have 
learned many, many years ago. 
Lets just do them now? 


‘Artemio Panganiban, Foreign Secre- 
tary Alberto Romulo, Defense Secre- 
tary Avelino Quz Jr, and Datu 
Ibrahim Paglas Ш. Former President 
Fidel Ramos was also present. 

In his prayer for the nation and its 
Jeaders, Romulo said he saw "such 
раш" in the eyes of the Fiipino peo- 
ple. "They watch us, their leaders, 
"with immeasurable anguish for sins 
commited in the past, and for 
promises to be kept in the fure." 

‘On the other hand, the foreign 
affairs chief added, President Ar- 
royo “looks at her people, with 
hope in her eyes. She leads by ex- 
ample and tells us to sacrifice, to 
live humbly like You, to sow 
peace like You, to bear the cross 
for others like You.” 

Rosales spoke 
"leadership vision" as he drew atten- 
tion to the “massive poverty and the 
disturbing destitution” in the county. 

“A visionless leadership is a be- 
trayal of the flock or the people,” 
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A deadline set by the alleged 
kidnappers to kill their captives if 
Australia did not announce plans 
to withdraw its troops from Iraq 
within 24 hours passed overnight. 
with no news from the militants. 

Foreign Minister Alexander 
Downer said 27 Australians 
known to be working in Iraq re- 
mained unaccounted for after 36 
hours of frantic efforts by officials 
in Australia and Iraq to track 
down the expatriates. 

“That number could change 
because that figure has grown 
quite a lot over the past 24 


Megawati 
set to lose, 
polls show 


JAKARTA—Indonesia's President 
Megawati Sukamoputri is head- 
ing for a heavy defeat in next 
week's elections despite her coali- 
tion with the country’s largest po- 
litical party, two opinion polls 
showed Wednesday. 

Former military general Susi 
Bambang Yudhoyono has the 
‘support of 61 percent of voters, 
compared to 29 who say they will 
choose Megawati, according to a 
poll by the Washington-based In- 
ternational Foundation For Elec- 
toral Systems, or IFES. 

“Megawati has а substantial 
‘backlog to catch up on. Her oppo- 
ments support has stabilized at 60 
percent said Alan Wall IFES’ In- 
donesian program manager. "Its а 
formidable challenge for Megawati 
or any politician to ty to overcome." 

The poll surveyed 2,000 re- 
spondents in face-to-face inter- 
views across the country and had 
а margin of error of 2.2 percent. 

А separate poll by the Indone- 
sia Survey Institute gave Yudhoy- 
опо 57 percent and Megawati 
315. The face-to-face survey 
polled 1,200 people and had a 
margin of error of 3 percent. 

The Sept. 20 election follows 
first round polls in July, which 
Yudhoyono won but without an 
overall majority, Megawati came 
in second, setting up next week's 
face-off between the two. 

‘After the first-round defeat, 
Megawati formed a coalition with 
the Golkar party of exdictator 
Suharto, which won the most 
votes in April parliamentary polls. 

But many Golkar regional 
heads have refused to support 
Megavaati. Moreover, most polls 
show that Indonesian voters do 
not intend to follow party lines 
‘when choosing their leader. 

Most of the polling for both 
surveys took place before last 
week's blast at the Australian Em- 
bassy, but analysts have said the 
attack will have litle affect on 
‘voters intentions. АР 
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Australia sends commandos to Iraq 


‘SYDNEY—Australia sent a special hostage rescue team to 
Iraq as it tried to unravel the mystery surrounding claims 
that Islamic militants had kidnapped two Australian secu- 
rity guards, officials said Wednesday. 


hours," Downer said. 

Downer said a special defense 
and police team had already 
flowntolraqas part of contingen- 
cy planning in the event it was 
necessary to attempt a rescue of 
Kidnapped Australians. 

He declined to comment on 
media reports the team included 
up to 30 members of the elite 
Special Air Service Regiment 
(SAS) as well as federal police 
hostage negotiators. 

But Downer seid indications 
were growing that the hostage 
claim, made in leaflets distribut- 


ей in a radical Islamic enclave in 
northern Iraq, could be a hoax. 

He said Australian officials had 
contacted numerous security 
firms as well as officials from the 
United States and other countries 
active in Iraq and could find no 
reports of any foreigners being 
troubled in recent days. 

“There's no report of anybody 
taken hostage very recently. At 
the moment we haven't been able 
to establish if this claim of taking 
two Australians hostage is bona 
fide," he said. 

Officials also noted that the 
purported hostage takers had not 
released the names or any images 
oftheir victims to back up the kid- 
nap claim. 

‘A group calling itself the Hor- 


тог Brigades of the Islamic Secret 
Army said in leaflets distributed 
late Monday that it had abducted 
two Australian and two “East 
Asian” security guards from a 
convoy traveling from Baghdad 
to the northern city of Mosul. 

The group said it would exe- 
cute the Australians if Prime Min- 
ister John Howard did not per- 
sonally announce within 24 
hours that he was ending Aus- 
tralia’ involvement in Iraq. 

Howard, one of US President 
George W Bush's closest allies, 
contributed 2,000 troops to last 
year's US-led invasion of Iraq and. 
about 850 Australian soldiers re- 
„main in the region. 

‘Australia's presence in Iraq has 
become a key issue in campaign- 


HONORING CONFUCIUS 


‘Students wearing traditional costumes perform during Seokjeon Memorial Rite at the Sung Kyun 
Kwan University in Seoul, South Korea, on Wednesday. Seokjeon is held at the civil temple to honor 
the virtues and follow the instruction of Confucius and the great sages. » 


Malaysia widens bird flu quarantine area 


KUALA LUMPUR— Malaysia is con- 
sidering placing the entire north- 
easem state of Kelantan under 
quarantine to prevent the spread of 
bird fu to the rest of the county as 
three new suspected cases were de- 
tected, officials said Wednesday. 

The матір also followed а 
worrying discovery Tuesday that 
the bird fl virus has jumped out- 
side a quarantine zone around 
the first village in Kelantan hit by 
the virus, which caused 28 hu- 
man deaths in Asia this year. 

The health ministrys disease 
control director Ramlee Rahmat 
said that three people, including 
an 8-year-old girl, who were hos- 
pitalized over the weekend have. 
been cleared of the disease. 

But three children—a 12-year- 
old boy a 14-year-old boy and a 4- 
year-old giri ^om nearby villages 
‘were admitted for observation late 
Tuesday after developing cough 


and flu-like symptoms, he said. 

“all three have a history of con- 
tact with the dead animals. We 
are isolating them as a precaution 
pending test results," he added. 

‘Agriculture Minister Muhyid- 
din Yassin warned the entire state 
‘would be placed under quarantine 
if more bird flu cases emerged. 

“We will have no choice but to 
enlarge the quarantine area if the 
number of new bird flu cases in 
Kelantan continues to increase,” 
Muhyiddin was quoted as saying 
by the New Straits Times. 

“This is to prevent the virus 
from spreading to other parts of 
the country and becoming a na- 
tional outbreak." 

Kelantan is already under in- 
tensive monitoring, with more 
than 200 officers conducting clin- 
ical checks at wet markets, bird. 
sanctuaries and pet shops. 

Muhyiddin earlier this week al- 


so suggested the use of the tough 
Internal Security Act, which al- 
lows indefinite detention without 
trial, against poultry smugglers to 
curb rampant smuggling across 
the border. 

Officials say the disease was 
first brought imo Malaysia by 
fighting cocks that had been ex- 
posed to the virus in Thailand 
and that the new outbreaks were 
caused by the continued smug- 
gling of chicken meat. 

Malaysia is seeking an urgent 
meeting with Thai authorities to 
discuss measures to combat the 
spread of the virus, including 
strengthening border security. 

Thailand has been criticized by 
the World Health Organization 
for not doing enough to monitor 
birds capable of carrying the 
deadly avian flu virus following 
the kingdom's ninh human 
death last week. AP 


t Russian kids return to classes 2 weeks after crisis 


BESLAN, Russia—Children re- 
fumed to schools in tius grief 
stricken southern Russian town 
Wednesday for the first time 

{since heavily armed militants 
seized more than 1200 
hostages at a school two weeks 

, ago ina raid that shocked Russia 

and the world. 

Students and téachers began 
the school day with a minute of si 
Тепсе, and officials said the town's 
seven schools would have a short- 
‘ened day of classes, Children from. 
School No. 1, where hundreds of 
terrified children and adults were 
held for nearly three days by heav- 
ily armed militants, have been 
sent on holidays or for treatment, 
and were not attending 

‘Their school building was al- 


most completely destroyed, and 
survivors of the siege and their 
families have been granted stays 
atsanatoriums inthe Black Sea re- 
sort of Sochi and other locations. 

Footage on Russian television 
showed children dressed up in 
suits and bows being met at oth- 
er schools by school officials, 
along with armed law enforce- 
‘ment officers dressed in camou- 
flage. A full schedule of classes 
would begin Thursday, but 
teachers said many parents 
were keeping students away. 

“I was scared during the ter- 
топас act at School No. 1,” said 
Kaitar Koloyex, a fourth-grade 
student from one of Beslans 
other schools. "My friends were. 
scared, too, but 1 tried to calm 


them, asking them to not be 
afraid and telling them that ev- 
erything will be all right.” 

Classes had been scheduled to 
start in Beslan on Tuesday, but 
authorities decided to postpone 
the opening so that the military 
and police could continue 
searching school buildings for 
weapons or explosives. 

“We have mixed feelings. We 
are afraid, but its necessary to 
start school and we hope that 
things will tur for the better,” 
said parent Mila Kiyanova. 

“Our litte Beslan is a very 
friendiy town. We all know each 
other and in no way will terrorism 
break us; said Lyubov Vaniyeva, 
a teacher at School No. 6. 

Soslan Sikoyey, acting region- 


al interior minister for North Os- 
setia, said authorities were tak- 
ing extra security measures, in- 
cluding daily armed patrols of 
schools. There was also a propos- 
al to have regular inspections at 
schools and kindergartens, 

At least 338 people were 
killed—nearly half of them chil- 
dren—when е _ three-day 
seizure ended Sept. 3 in explo- 
sions and gunfire. Authorities 
say all the hostage-takers were 
Killed except one suspected at- 
tacker, who was detained. 

Zarema Burgalova, a North Os- 
serian education official, old the 
TIAR-Tass news agency that many 
students still suffering from shock 
and stress were not expected to 
show up for classes. АР 
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ing for Oct. 9 elections in which 
Howard is seeking a fourth term 
inoffice. 

The leader of the main opposi- 
tion Labor Party, Mark Latham, 
has vowed to pull Australia's 
troops from Iraq if he wins the 
lection. 

But both men on Tuesday ruled 
out making any concessions to 
the alleged hostage takers. 

Latham complained on Wednes- 
day that the government dis- 
patched the rescue team without 
consulting withthe Labor Party as 
required under socalled govern- 
ment “caretaker conventions" that 
apply in the run-up to elections. 

“This is an outrageous breach 
of the caretaker conventions,” 
Latham said. 


Editor Luverne B. Gueco 


“The truth is that if Labor is 
elected in three and a half weeks’ 
time, we would be in charge of 
the operation. 

“So isnt it in Australia’s nation- 
al interest to ensure the alterna- 
tive government is consulted, giv- 
en the information and involved 
from day one about this impor- 
tant decision?" he sai 

Labor and Howard's conserva- 
tive iberal-National coalition are 
Tunning neck-and-neck in opin- 
ion polls. 

Most analysts say that if the 
hostage taking in Iraq proves true, 
coming on top ofa deadiy bombing 
by suspected Islamic radicals 
against Australia's embassy in 
Jakarta last week, it would deal a 
biowtoHowardssandmg. AFP 


Malaysian court dashes 
Anwar's political hopes 


KUALA LUMPUR—Malaysia’s high- 
est court Wednesday crushed the 
immediate political ambitions of 
former deputy premier Anwar 
Ibrahim when it refused to hear a 
mew appeal against his conviction 
for corruption. 

‘Anwar, 57, has already served his 
sixyear sentence for corruption, 
which he says was par of a political 
conspiracy against him. But he will 
be barred from active politics ший 
2008 under regulations governing 
convicted criminals 

The charismatic and popular 
politician, who was once widely 
expected to become prime minis- 
ter, was freed from prison earlier 
this month when the Federal 
Cour overturned his separate 
conviction and nine-year sen- 
tence for sodomy. 

But the same court said 
Wednesday it was not prepared to 
review its 2002 decision to reject 
his appeal on the corruption 
charge, which accused him of 
abusing his power to cover up al- 
legations of sexual misconduct. 

Judge Alauddin Mohamad 
Sheriff said the three judges were 
unanimous in finding that there 
was no merit in Anwars applica- 
tion fora new appeal. 

"By introducing new evidence it 
is an attempt to reopen the issue 
which has been conclusively serded. 
Iris dear abuse of the court process. 


IF this is allowed it will create chaos 
in our legal system,” he said. 

Алмаг political future has 
been the subject of intense debate 
since his release from prison. 
Prime Minister Abdullah Ahmad 
Badawi announced Tuesday that 
the supreme council of the ruling 
party, the United Malays National 
Organization (Umno), had barred 
him from rejoining the party. 

The decision efided specula- 
tion that Anwar would try to re- 
sume his political career within 
the party of which he was deputy 
president before being jailed in 
1998. He has said he is deter 
mined to return to politics and 
press for reform of a system 
"which he considers corrupt. AFP. 


French court acquits photogs 
in Princess Diana car crash 


PARIS—A Paris appeals court on 
Tuesday upheld the acquittals of 
three photographers accused of 
invasion of privacy after they 
took pictures of Princess Diana 
and Dodi Fayed at the scene of 
their deadly crash. 

Jacques Langevin, Christian 
Martinez and Fabrice Chassery 
were first acquitted last Novem- 
ber. Fayed! father, Egyptian-born 
billionaire Mohammed Al-Fayed, 
filed an appeal, which was reject- 
ей Tuesday by the Paris court. He 
said he planned to appeal again, 
toFrance'shighest court. . 

"Photos like that are taken ev- 
ery day in every country in the 
world,” said Langevin. "The 
judges were courageous. Justice 
has been done—for the moment.” 

His lawyer, Francois Stefanaggi, 
said the ruling showed that pho- 
tographers were not responsible 
forthe famous couple's deaths. 

“At this stage in the procedure, 
we can consider that there is по 
longer any reason to lump to- 
gether the unfortunate accident 
that cost the lives of Diana 
Spencer and Dodi Fayed and the 
Photographers pictures,” he said. 

‘The three men, whose photos 
were confiscated and not pub- 
lished, were among the swarm of 
photographers who pursued the car 
canying Diana and her boyfriend 
across Paris on Aug. 31, 1997, and 
took photos after it slammed into 
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PRINCESS DIANA 
the pillar ofa trafic tunnel 

“The photos in question in the cs 
showed Fayed and Diana leaving 
Paris Ritz Hotel and afier the crash. 

Al-Fayed said he was “gravely 
disappointed” with the decision 
and planned to appeal to France's 
highest court. 

^1 have no doubt that the ра 
parazzi sought to profit from the 
tragedy" Fayed said in Britain 
"This is offensive to me and 
should be repugnant to everyone 
who cares about privacy, dignity 
and human decency" 

At last years ual the court rut 
that a crashed vehicle on a рих 
highway is mot a private area- 4 
precedentseting — deciion—and 
Said that anyone in the street whe 
Diana and Fayed crashed could have 
scen them. lt also said the coupl- 
Knew they would be photographs! 
when leaving the Ritz. AP 
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Death toll in Baghdad @rusirum said. 
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were killed in a Baghdad car 
bombing and in an ambush on 


police in Baquba, claimed by al- 
Qaida-linked militants, as fight 
ing flared between US troops and 
insurgents in Ramadi 

Fifty people perished in Baghdad, 
47 of them when a vehicle packed 
with explosives blew up outside the 
‘main police headquarters Tuesday. 

More than 100 people were 
wounded in the bombing, the most 
lethal in the country for two months. 

Shrapnel tore the crowded dis- 
ша, littering body parts every- 
where and leaving pools of con- 
gealed blood on the pavement. 

“More than 200 people were 
queuing outside the main gate. 1 
came with six friends and now 
Tm alone. They've gone, all of 
them,” said aspiring police recruit 
Nabeel Mohammed, slighty 
wounded in the blast. 

Anguished relatives, seeking 
news of loved ones, frantically 
tumed over ID cards or inspected 
dozens of pairs of shoes lined up on 
the roadside by police near the crater 
gouged in the ground by the blast. 

Interior Minister Falah al-Nagib 
blamed the bombing on "Arab 
groups" as angry men cursed US President 
George W Bush. 

Further north in the Sunni Muslim hot spot 
of Baquba, 13 people died in an ambush, all 
butone of them policemen. 

Late Tuesday, a series of loud explosions, 
thought to be from rockets, struck the interim 
government and US Embassy endave in 
Baghdad, a US officer said. 

The violence washing over Iraq has spiked 
in the past two weeks, amid a wave of attacks 
оп Sunday also claimed by militants loyal to 
al-Qaida operative Abu Mussab al-Zarqawi 
and US assaults on Fallujah and Tall Afar. 

Six coalition soldiers have been killed in Iraq 
over the past 24 hours—three Poles and three 
‘Americans—bringing the US death toll in Iraq 
tomore than 1,012, according tothe Pentagon. 

‘The latest bombing came two days after bitter 
clashes between US troops and insurgent killed 
13 people in the same Haifa Street area, consid- 
cred a bastion of Saddam Hussein loyalists. 

Using an Islamist website, the military wing 
of Zargaw?s Tawhid wal Jihad (Unity and Holy 
War) group purportedly claimed to have or 
chestrated what it called a suicide bombing in 
Baghdad and the Baquba gun attack. 

“Heroes of the Tawhid wal Jihad are striking 
with an iron hand anyone who betrays religion 
and honor? said one of two Statements, whose 
authenticity were impossible to confi 

US forces have relentlessly pounded alleged 
Zarqawi safehouses in the Sunni Muslim 
stronghold of Fallujah, but on Tuesday lifted 
their siege on the northern town of Tall Afar, a 
suspected staging post for foreign fighters. 

The assault on Tall Afar had triggered 
warnings from Washington's key ally Turkey 
that it would hale all cooperation in Iraq if the 
town continued to be a target. 

Out west, 10 people were killed and 22 


ae oy ; 


Ner 


IRAQIS look at the site of a massive explosion ener 
police station in Baghdad. » 


wounded in clashes between US troops and. 
insurgents in the Sunni hotspot of Ramadi, 
where the sound of gunfire echoed from the 
city center, the health ministry said. 

In the north, insurgents sabotaged a key pipe- 
line, halting ой exports to Turkey, while а second 
act of sabotage slashed power in Kirkuk and Ваў. 

In Vienna, Iraqi Oil Minister Thamir Ghad- 
hban had said Iraq was producing more than 
2.5 million barrels of ой per day and export 
ing two million. 

А vital northern fuel export artery was at- 
tacked 60 km west of Kirkuk after dawn, o 
again halting exports to Turkey, an oil official 
said on condition of anonymity. 

Separately the US military reported a fire 
along a pipeline near the oil refinery town of 
Baiji, southwest of Kirkuk, early Tuesday. The 
attack forced the Baiji power plant to shut 
down, affecting power in both Baiji and Kirkuk. 

Опа European tour to drum up support for 
his country, President Ghazi al Yawar pressed 
Nato and the EU to do more to help stabilize 
his war-ravaged country ahead of elections 
which he hopes can be held in January. 

US officials said the United States is to shift 
more than $3 bilion in aid to Iraq from recon- 
struction programs to largely beefing up security 

But Iraq's seemingly never-ending foreign 
hostage crisis continued apace, as militants 
claimed the two separate kidnappings of a 
Jordanian and two Turkish truck drivers. 

A group calling itself “Squads of Unifica- 
tion Lions" abducted the Jordanian and 
threatened to kill him unless his employer 
pulls out of Iraq within 48 hours, in a video 
aired on Al-Jazeera television. 

s рап, Canberra has vowed never to bow 
to terrorists amid байты that Iraqi militants have 
kidnapped two Australians and wil execute them, 
unless itwithdrawsits troops rom Iraq. — AFP 
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Formula for failure 

on 

| HE isn't abandoning a sinking ship, National Treasur- 
S ег Mina Figueroa says. And she isn't leaving due to 

policy differences over how to deal with the huge 
government deficit, Rather itis because she needs to close 
the “personal deficit” that developed after she left her job 
in a large commercial bank and joined the government 
thre years ago. “My resignation is not because of anything 
ud else but only because I have to think of 
EDITORIAL my own finances," she told reporters. 

y “Maybe she wants to transfer to a 
GOCC,” suggested Sen, Manuel Villar, chair of Senate 
committee on finance which had just been apprised 
abolit the multimillion-peso yearly compensations of top 
executives in government corporations, eliciting laughter 
from the audience, 

That remark was neither cute, nice nor funny. It was 
uncouth, unkind and unfair. In case Villar hasn't noticed, 
the'zovernment bureaucracy doesn't pay its officials and 
employees very well, otherwise why would nurses at the 
Philipine General Hospital shave their heads and march 
in the streets to demand a salary increase? The President 
herself earns only P57,750 a month. Figueroa as the na- 
боф measurer gels a monthly salary of P28,875, a frac- 
tion Ө What she used to earn in the private sector. What's 
wrong with trying to cut one's losses or to earn more 
through hard and honest work? 

Itisnot only the teachers who are overworked and under- 
paid; most government employees are. For instance, a chief 
of division in a national government office gets a salary of 
about P20,000 monthly, and yet he is required to have а 
post-graduate degree, At the very least, Figueroa deserves. 
to be praised for her candor in admitting she doesn't wish to 
continue to make-do with what the government pays her 
and again calling the nation’s attention to the ridiculously 
low salaries government employees and officials get. 

[hat makes this situation rankle even more is that there 
is др such thing as equality іп misery among those who 
wosk for the government. The list of 100 highest paid 
GOGC executives amply demonstrates the gross disparity 
in ébmpensation between those who serve in the govern- 
meiit and those who work for government corporations. 
Heäding the list submitted to Villar’s committee are Maria 
Livia de Leon, chair of the Philippine Charity Sweepstakes 
Office who got P9.9 million in salaries and allowances in 
2001, and former Leyte Rep. Sergio А.Е Apostol, who re- 
ceifád P9.2 million in 2002 as chair and president of the 
Philippine National Oil Company's Energy Development 
Corp. And to think that Apostol, for example, probably 
knows much more about English diction and elocution 
than oil exploration and power generation. 

Itis not just at the very top that people working for 
GOCCs are more equal than others in government. For in- 
stapce, some members of the legal staff of the Govern- 
ment Service Insurance System earn much more than the 
chief justice of the Supreme Court. 

Ibis difficult to imagine a more potent formula for cor- 
poláte failure than making politics the basis for top ap- 
ointments and allowing people, with little to lose, write 
thejt-own pay checks. So itis hardly surprising that most 
60205 have been losing heavily and now government is 
left not only holding an empty bag but assuming their 
debts amounting to more than P2 trillion. 

Malacafiang certainly is largely to blame for this. It has 
became standard practice for President Macapagal-Ar- 
royo to parcel out positions as rewards among her loyal 
political lieutenants, regardless of their qualifications. 
And she doesn't even have the will or the heart to enforce 
the'tules she herself has set, like that one limiting the 
corjpensation of presidential appointees to not more 
thag twice her own salary. 

But Congress cannot profess innocence either. Its fin- 
gerprints are there in the charter of every government 

ration. Their charters exempt government corpora- 
Чоп from following the Salary Standardization Law and 
allow them to set the compensation packages for their of- 
ficials and employees. The result is that every profitable 
corporation distributes as much of its earnings as it can 
among its officials and employees, while those that find 
themselves in the red ask the government to subsidize its 
opétations and pay for their losses. 

Congress is hardly a model of prudent spending. For 
serving in the Senate Electoral Tribunal, three justices 
eatined P1.5 million each in a year. If the justices earned 
that much, could the senators who served in the same 
body have settled for less? Then there is their slice from 
thé pork barrel. Could this be lower than the salary of the. 
highest paid GOCC official? 
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LOLOY, my barber, TV anchor David Celdran, 
and most everyone in this town talk of the "cri 
sis." If unresolved, runaway debts and revenue 
leakages could send the country skidding into 
bankruptcy, 11 University of the Philippines 
professors had warned earlier. 

"There cannot be another crisis next week,” 
then US Secretary of State Henry Kissinger 
Joked. "My schedule is already ful.” 

Kissingers wisecrack underscores that 
emergencies rarely erupt in isolation. Like 
chicken pox, they bust out all over. 

Budget red ink is matched by “ecological 
deficits,” from ravaged forests to depleted fishing 
grounds. Obsolete infrastructure crumbles under 
growing numbers of indigents. Modem diseases, 
from obesity to hypertension surge, while old 
diseases, ike TB, measles, diarrhea, etc, persist. 

"We must tackle simultaneously problems 
the western world addressed sequentially," the 
Asian Development Bank warns. "Emerging 
Asia will not be afforded this luxury" 

Was it historian Barbara Tuchman who 
wrote about “tyranny of the urgent"? The ca- 
pacity to govern, she said, is sapped by inter- 
locking crises. Overwhelmed by todays de- 
mands, few ean plan for tomorrow. 

Yet, foresight is the nub of statesmanship. 
‘The future "comes soon enough,” Albert Ein- 
stein complained. 

lusions of abundance aggravate this spiral 
of emergencies, Today, we're running short of 
Just about everything: water, arable land, pow- 
et. The era of copious resources is over. We've 
stumbled into a time of зсагсінев, But mind- 
sets haven't caught up with reality. 

Our ravaging of mangroves illustrates this. 
"Among major marine ecosystems, it is man- 
groves that suffered the earliest and greatest 
degradation, notes a new study by the South- 
east Asian Fisheries Development Center. 

‘Mangroves are woven into our landscapes 
and history. They provide food, imber, medicine, 
fish havens and buffers against the 20 to 30 ty- 
‘phoons that yearly whiplash the country. 


‘THERE'S a play that’s taken the United King- 
dom and the United States by storm. 165 called 
"Guantanamo: Honour-Bound To Defend 
Freedom." It was written by Victoria Brittain 
and Gillian Slovo, based on the accounts of 11 
British inmates of Guantanamo Detention 
Center in Cuba, The 11 are Muslims, picked up 
in various parts of the world and detained 
without charges, nce and for 
mostof them, without hope of being released. 

‘They are among 600 prisoners, all Muslims, 
being held in Guantanamo. The play tells of 
the terror wreaked upon the suspects, which is 
the biggest secret that lies at the heart of Amer- 
ica today. It is also its "biggest issue of injus- 
tice," as Brittain puts it. She adds: "The out- 
rage of Guantanamo is so overwhelming that 
when people actually began to hear about it 
they couldn't believe it.” 

“There is no law here," one ofthe jailers says 
in the play. “It doesn't apply” When the play 
‘opened in the United States recently, several 
newspapers asked if the same question might 
not apply to America itself today. 

“Guantanamo” was one of the things Mary 
‘Ann Wright mentioned last Monday when she 
breezed into Manila and spoke before a group 
of Americans living in this country, who are of 
course also overseas voters. She was here to 
‘campaign for John Kerry, or more specifically to 
campaign against George W. Bush, Wright may 
bea familiar name to some Filipinos. She was a 
spark of light amid the near-total darkness in 
the days prior to the US invasion of Iraq. 

А career diplomat for 15 years, Wright re- 
signed her post in March 2003 over differences 
with the US governments policies toward the 
world, This was a time when Bush had terror- 
ized his country enough to coerce bipartisan 
support for his war and stifle nearly all dissent 
їп his country. Wright had served in several 
hardship posts, or diplomatic flashpoint, over 
the last decade and a half: Sierra Leone, Mi- 
cronesia, Afghanistan, Mongolia, Somalia, 
Grenada and Nicaragua. In 1997, she received 
the State Department's Award for Heroism for 
her role in evacuating 2,500 persons during 


‘The name “Maynilad” comes from nilad 
Goyphiphora hydrophyllacea). This species 
thrived along Manila Bay and the Pasig River 
well into the early 1900s. As many as 42 
species could be found in just one spot. That di- 
versity resonates in our maps: Bakhaw in Jaro 
Tilo, Canipaan River in Palawan, Piapi Beach 
in Dumaguete or Lipatan in Surigao, 

"Around 30 percent of ће world's remaining 
mangrove occurs in Southeast Asia," the Unit- 
ed Nation's Environment Programme notes in: 
“Mangroves In the South China Sea.” "But the 
annual rate of los is 55 percent than the world 
average..[This] loss of biological diversity 
must be a matter of global concern.” 

Population growth, salt ponds, farms, roads, 
markets—even land grabbers who blanket ar- 
eas with tax declarations—sliced Philippine 
‘mangroves to less than a fifth in just a century. 

1n 1900, the Philippines had $00,000 hectares 

ingroves, Today, only 109,000 hectares re- 
the Food and Agriculture Organization es- 
Чез. Our rate of los is faster than Thailand 
and Malaysia, but slower than Vietnam. 

Allan's shoreline, specially along the Naisud 
River's mouth, in Ibajay, provides stark damage. 
portraits, Stripped of mangroves, it has crum- 
bled back 40 meters in the last three decades. 

Conversion into pond aquaculture isa major 
reason for the decline, say UNEP and Seafdec. 

"The greatest loss stems from large-scale de- 
velopment of milkfish (bangus) fishponds,” 
note Seafdec scientists Jurgenne Primavera, 
Resurrecion Sadaba, Ma, Junemle Labata and 
Jon Altamirano. Half of 279,000 hectares lost 
between 1931 and 1988 stemmed from con- 
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the civil war in Sierra Leone, Before that she. 
served in the US Army for 26 years, earning the 
rank of colonel. 

Her letter to Colin Powell on March 19, 2003 
set out her reasons for resigning, "This is the on- 
Ту time in my many years serving America that 1 
have felt 1 cannot represent the policies of an 
administration of the US. I disagree with the ad- 
ministration's policies on Iraq, the Israeli-Pales- 
Чап conflict, North Korea, and the curtail- 
ment of civil liberties in the US." She amplified 
the last in this wise: “Solitary confinement with- 
‘out access to legal counsel cuts at the heart of 
the legal foundations upon which our country. 
stands, Additionally, 1 believe the administra- 
tion's secrecy in the judicial process has created. 
ап atmosphere of fear to speak out against the 
gutting or protections on which America was 
built and the protections we encourage other 
countries to provide o their citizens.” 

Guantanamo stands first among those that. 
cut at the heart of the legal foundations of 
Americano, more than legal, the moral foun- 
dations of that country. As Wright says, it took 
the United Kingdom two years of dogged legal 
effort to get three of its nationals released. 
Their stories became the basis of the play 
“Guantanamo.” Soon after the three were 
repatriated to the United Kingdom, they were 
released for lack of evidence. The United King- 
dom, said Wright, was America's chief ally in 
its invasion of Iraq. "Can you imagine what 
other countries would have to go through to 
get theirnationals out of that prison?” 

She can understand, Wright says, why Bush 
bitterly opposes the International Criminal 
Court. (The United States is not a signatory to 
it, even while regaling the world with the trial 


* ilccTioN. 


e 
version into aquaculture ponds, 

“Success stories" of reforesting in Binulasan, 
Infanta of Quezon Province as well аз Bais and 
Sagay in Negros Occidental have been docu- 
mented. Overall, there is decay. But there's al- 
o hope. 

Mangroves resemble debts. There are limits 
to demands that a biological system or rev- 
enues can meet. Without replenishment, those 
hazy thresholds can be breached only by "over- 
drawing.” Demands are met then only by con- 
suming the resource itself. 

‘Thresholds are ill-defined, the Worldwatch 
Institute notes. But it is clear that each down- 
ward step reinforces the next. Downward spi- 
таз gather momentum with every failure to re- 

“We face a unique democratic choice.” Garcia 
‘Alan Perez wailed when IOUs threatened Peru. 
with collapse. “Ies either democracy or debt.” 

In previous crises, reaction came in three 
stages, beginning with denial. The President 
scrapped her "pre-election policy of finessing" 
the crisis, the косах Randy David noted in 
his column, "Crisis psychology" This aborted 
denials and attention focused on solutions, 

In Stage Two, “bearers of bad news" are 
shot. But the press spotted the reckless debt 
splurges by government corporations well af- 
ter the crisis erupted. Did we flub our jobs as 
‘one of society's “early warning systems”? 

Should tardy messengers be "whipped with 
wire and stewed in brine"? Cleopatra demand- 
edas much for the bearer of news on Anthony's 
marriage, But thats another column, 

Reforms can be subverted. Did Agusan del 
Sur buy seven new service vehicles worth P6.7 
million on Sept. 14, despite a ban on such pur- 
chases? 

If reforms falter, then today's revenue and 
debt crisis could set off an Argentina style 
meltdown. Thats when Stage Three kicks in. 
You then call in the cops, The fiesta is over. 


E-mail: juan, mercado Gpacif.netph 


of Saddam Hussein.) "Some of what the US 
government has done easly qualify as war 
crimes.” 

‘Two things Wright worries about in particu- 
lar as a result of the terrorism Bush is wreaking 
upon the world and his own country: The first 
is that it will fan terrorism and encourage 
America’s enemies to do to American nationals 
‘what America is doing to Из detainees in Guan- 
tanamo. “If 1 were a soldier today stationed 
abroad, Td be very scared." 

The second is that it isn't just fomenting ill- 
will against Americans abroad, it is subverting 
America's moral standing completely. Unfortu- 
nately, she says, most Americans do not realize 
this. "Unlike you," she said, the American pub- 
lic does not getto see Al Jazeera or be exposed 
to other points of view" (I did not get the 
chance to say we do not get to see Al Jazeera 
either, and that more than the Americans, Fil- 
ipinos subscribe to the viewpoint of Fox Net- 
work. Ies time the soiling of the American im- 
age abroad stopped, she said. That was why 
shewas supporting Kerry. 

Well, I myself do not share her optimism. 
about the great changes Kerry will work for if 
he wins the elections. Bill Clinton, a Democrat, 
was president for eight years and he imple 
mented the embargo on Iraq, which led to the 
deaths of hundreds of thousands of Iraqi chil- 
dren, And he was much intimidated by the US. 
military. But 1 am truly glad there are people, 
‘Wright ac the forefront of them, who are fight- 
ing the real war against terrorism, which is not 
just to be found in the deserts of Afghanistan. 
but in the redoubts of Washington. The 
changes in American policy may prove far 
slower in a Kerry government than Wright sup- 
poses (alongside America's libertarian tradi 
tions, which have stood for 200 years, are its 
expansionist drives, which have been ad- 
vanced and defended not least by its Hearsts 
and Foxes), but right now anyone or anything 
other than Bush should represent a vast im- 
provement in and from America 

No, more than a vast improvement, a giant 
step for humankind. 


ест. 


PINI 


Mm mam Ara anaia GAA a haat: 


THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER і 


LAST week's luncheon at the residence of Speaker 
Jose de Venecia in Dasmariñas Village drew an im- 
pressive assemblage of women power in this coun- 
tty. Led by Gina de Venecia, president of the Con- 
gresslonal Spouses Foundation, and Social Welfare 
Secretary Corazon Juliano Soliman, the gathering 
included women leaders from Congress (Repre- 
sentatives Neneng Nicolas, Ела Rosales, Risa Hon- 
tiveros-Baranquel and Belma Cabilao), the media, 
civil society, business and other sectors, The dis- 
cussion focused on RA 9262, ће Anti-Violence 
‘Against Women and their Children Act of 2004 
(Anti VAWCA), passed by Congress on March 27, 
2004, The test case of Melissa Mercado-Manel 
challenged its implementation for ће first time in 
a high-profile fashion. 


Martel, daughter of movie stars Luis Gonza- 
lez and Vina Concepcion, was allegedly shot by 
her husband, Roby Martel, in August 2003, As 
she lay badly wounded in the ICU, her lawyers 
filed a petition for a temporary protection or- 
der the next day. Women activists at the lun- 
cheon noted that in previous times the court. 
may not have acted that fast with the tempo- 
rary protection order, but thanks to RA 9262, 
abused women may seek such immediate re- 
lief. Under the law, the judge must issue the or- 
derwithin 24 hours, 

‘The case of frustrated parricide Melissa 
filed against her husband was recently dis- 
missed by the prosecutors (the merit or lack of 
merit of her complaint and its dismissal by the 
prosecutor are still the subject of controver- 
sy). But the fact remains that RA 9262 has giv- 
en battered women and children a better fight- 
ing chance against their assailants. 


Аз Justice Harriet Demetriou, who used to be a 
family coure judge, noted, under RA 9262, the ро. 
lice can no longer claim that an act of violence 
against a wife by her husband is merely a “domes- 
Че problem” between them. Neither can they de- 
sist from rescuing a wife being beaten up for fear 
of being accused of "violation of domicile.” Be- 
fore RÀ 9262, noted Demetriou, women were 
just subject to charity when they were battered 


THEY went missing and have not been found until 
today. They are the 1,347 victims of "enforced dis- 
appearance” from 1971 to 2003, They are the so- 
called desaparecidos (disappeared) who walked 
tothe darkness and were never seen again. 

Sept. 21 is upon us again. It wil rake up painful 
memories and open wide the wounds that never 
quite heal. It isa time to pause to see where we have 
healed and where still we bleed. Justice still eludes 
the countless who had suffered, while those who 
caused the suffering walk with their heads high. 

Thirty-two years ago on Sept. 21, 1972, when 
President Ferdinand Marcos declared martial law, 
many people feared for their lives and their loved 
‘ones. But that day, they could not have imagined 
the greater horror, the sorrow, the darkness that 
would later visit countless lives. 

Although some families already had a foretaste 
of what was to come the year before (the first 
case of disappearance happened in 1971), they 
had no inkling of what stil lay ahead. The Reign 
of Terror would later cut a wide bloody swath 
across the land and for 14 years the dictatorship 
would hold the nation in its tight grip. 

Next week, on Sept. 22, at 10 a.m., the "Ban- 
tayog ng mga Desaparecido” will be unveiled at 
the Redemptorist Church grounds in Baclaran. 
"The Bantayog includes the refurbished Flame of 
‘Courage Monument created by artist Lito Monde- 
Jarin 1994 and the new 21 granite slabs on which 
the names of the 1,347 victims are etched. The 
Bantayog was designed by paintersculptor 
Bessie Rifareal who began work in 2003, 

"This place is dedicated to those who offered 
their lives for the country and whose ideals re- 
main an inspiration for many who work for a just 
and free society. I is also dedicated to the families 
who carry the burden of loss and continue to 
bravely face the future while continuing to pick 
"up the shards oftheir lives. 

‘The Flame of Courage Monument depicts the 
figure of a woman holding a lighted torch. She is 
in search of someone. With her is а little child 
holding a picture of the one they are looking for. 


HAD I known that Rep. Tony Diaz was the con- 
gressman famed for lavish dining in a Japanese 
restaurant, ГА have asked him to take me out for 
a meal—if only for the guilty pleasure of dining at 
the publics expense. Anyway, at 77, he's entitled 
toa senior citizen discount, courtesy of a congres- 
sional enactment. 

‘Ten minutes into Tina Monzon Palma's “Talk- 
back" program on ANC, Diaz made it clear that 
his resignation" was really something between a 
tantrum and a bluff, And while his tantrum cer- 
tainly got him attention, he wasn't willing for 
anyone to call his bluff, He then announced (after 
some hemming and hawing) that he was with- 
drawing his resignation. 

Left with no real news to discuss, the show 
dried along, touching on various subjects such 
as the pork barrel. All attempts at idealism were 
nipped in the bud by Diaz's pragmatic responses 
to every question. His chief response being, "How. 
else are we going to get elected?" 

How, indeed. What 1 did find interesting was 
опе point Diaz raised—the question of seniority. 

Seniority is a concept anyone who works is fa- 
miliar with, The longer you are in an organiza- 
tion—and presumably the greater the experience 
you derive from your work—the greater your 
Chances are to earn perks and promotions. The 
concept of seniori is cherished by people in the 
private and public sectors. Ideally, seniority 
should never override talent, but more often than 
mot, in the real world, seniority trumps every- 
thing else, That is why in both private corpor 
tions and the civil service, you have people who 
Teach high positions by being survivors, We hap- 
pen to hear of many such cases in the civil servic 
people rise to the top and make a mess of things 
at the publics expense; but such cases happen 
Pretty often, too in many private firms. 

In legislatures, such as ours, seniority is very im- 
portant. While we haven't reached the level of for- 
тану of the United States Congress, where com- 
miee chairmen have been there so long that litle 
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physically, psychologically or economically, but 
now, when a wife calls, the police, the NBI or even 
the Barangay officials cannot ignore her. 

De Venecia, addressing the gathering, 
promised to see to it that the full force of RA 9262 
Will be implemented in ће test case that's Melis- 
sa's. But it must be acknowledged that this mile- 
stone of a law, authored by women lawmakers, 
‘was passed by a Congress dominated by male leg- 
islators. The women get the benefits, but the men 
lawmakers must share the credit for passing it. 


‘The senators have zeroed in on government- 
owned and -controlled corporations for various 
reasons. Some obviously are seeking to divert 
Public attention from the clamor for members 
ОР Congress to give up their pork barrel. But 
that's fine. Let it all hang out and let the truth 
about the GOCCs surface. Some of them have 
long been draining the public coffers through 
gross mismanagement; others have been good 
only at incurring tremendous debts. In other 
ceases, the rate of return on investment has been 
so ridiculously small it would have been better 
tojust keep the capital in the bank. 

My only apprehension with the present preoc- 
ccupation with GOCCs is that it might divert the 
Senate from the urgent task of helping the gov- 
ernment address the budget deficit. The GOCCs 
may be castigated and disciplined and the pork 
barrel may be abolished, but, ultimately, as 
economists have stressed, nothing will substitute 
for the passage of the needed tax measures, For 
instance, Sen. Joker Arroyo says no way wili the 
Senate pass those tax measures, But whats the 
Senate's solution to closing the budget gap and 
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The life-size monument symbolizes struggle and 
undying hope. 

Come, pray and remember in this hallowed 
place. Come, pray and make a vow never to let 
unbridled tyranny destroy lives again. 

Behind this endeavor is the Families of Victims 
of Involuntary Disappearance (FIND). FIND has 
been behind projects helping the families in their 
search for the missing and for justice as well 

FIND continues to document cases of disappear- 
ances. Yes, abductions and summary killings con- 
tinue to this day The latest case happened in 2003, 
FIND documents “state perpetuated” cases only. 
Cases that were, at first, thought to be ће handi- 
work of the military and later proven to have been 
part of the communist "purge" or wrongful execu- 
tion of communist militants by their own com- 
rades have been removed from the list. A FIND 
staffer, however, said that FIND continues to assist 
the families of the victims of these executions be- 
cause they have become part of the FIND family. 
‘They now have their own memorial at the Univer- 
sity ofthe Philippines sunken garden. 

Just alittle footnote. Гуе always had a problem 
with what the acronym FIND stands for. FIND 
stands for Families of Victims of Involuntary Dis- 
appearance. How can one be a victim of one's 
‘own disappearance, be it voluntary or involun- 
tary? Disappearance is he result, not the cause. 
Like there is no such thing as a victim of death. 
One isa victim of abduction, torture, oppression, 
etc. but not of disappearance or death. 

“Families of the disappeared victims of tyran- 
ny" (or whatever) is more precise although it 
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brass nameplates are screwed into conference ta- 
bles to mark their places and corresponding pecking 
order, ће idea of seniority as a means of determin- 
ing committee chairmanships is as old as our legisla- 
tive system. This means that our politicians are heirs 
toa system of seniority that dates back to 1907. 

The power and influence of a member of 
Congress is determined by the committee chait- 
manships he or she holds at a given time. 

Sen, Jovito Salonga, in recreating the Philip 
Senate after its period of abolition from 1972-1986, 
simplified masters by creating twice as many com- 
Mmittees as there are senators, assuring each senator 
atleast one, if not two, committees to chair, 

In the House, there simply aren't enough com- 
mittes to go around. But even if there were 200 
plus committees in the House, it wouldnt be 
enough to guarantee each congressman а char 
manship. 

"The Senate today suffers from the impatience 
of many first term senators, all of whom want to 
head the most powerful and prestigious commit- 
tees. If in the supposedly wiser and more genteel 
Senate this sort of egotistical scrambling hap- 
pens, what more in the House? 

"This, to my mind, is precisely the reason why Diaz 
threw that hissy fit of his. He complained during the 
show, that he was offered the chairmanship of a 
‘committee that had something to do with Mount 
Pinatubo, He was offered nothing else, and he found 
the Pinatubo committee useless and beneath his 
standing as a longtime member of the House. 

‘The House leadership, according to Diaz, set 
aside the congressionally cherished principle of 
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solving the fiscal crisis? 


Sometimes we Filipinos take a long time to 
realize the good we have done. For Instance, 
few realize that Congress passed the e-Pro- 
‘curement Act а year and a half ago which 
should make the process of procurement of 
government supplies and equipment more 
transparent and competitive, thus possibly 
putting an end to price collusion and contract- 
rigging. But few are aware that, as De Venecia 
noted recently, the World Bank has praised the 
e-Procurement Act as “a major example of an 
anti-corruption legislation." RP is oftentimes 
‘mentioned among the countries with a record 
of corruption, but it’s also one of the few na- 
tions that have enacted a law precisely to re- 
form the procurement system. 

Оп the program Cecile Alvarez and 1 co-host 
every Sunday evening, we invited Armando and 
Lynda Bartolome, whose GMB Franchise Devel- 
‘pers packages franchises for firms and coaches 
prospective investors, especially OFWs, on what 
investments to make, The Bartolomes pointed 
out that a number of Philippine SMEs are making 
‘waves abroad, among them, Sari-Sari Boutique 
which has invaded California, Bench and Pen- 
shoppe are now also found in China, Within the 
year, apparel brands like Maldita and Ginger- 
Snaps will also open abroad. The champ is still 
Jollibee which has some 80 branches overseas 

Оп the other hand, Armando said, the provin- 
cial entrepreneurs are doing just fine with their 
franchises. Among them аге Julie's Bakeshop, 
‘with 380 stores nationwide; La Paz Batchoy 
(started in 1945 by a businessman in Iloilo and 
revived by his son) with 35 branches in various 
parts of the country; Bacolod Inasal; and Pure 
Gelato, ап ice cream cart franchise with 45 
‘ranches, There's also the inspiring story of a 19- 
‘year-old who eight years ago set up hotel, photo 
shop, dry-cleaning and water-station businesses, 
Now he has added a restaurant in Iloilo that uses 
up to 3,000 chickens a day. 

GMB Franchise Developers Inc. can be reached. 
2532-8386 and 535-0106. 


would not fit the four-letter acronym. Here the 
word “disappeared” is a noun (not a verb) and is 
the English translation of the Spanish desapareci- 
do or the missing. Desaparecido was commonly 
used in Latin America where military dictators 
ruled wth impunity 

Sorry ha, but that’s been bothering me for 
years, What's in a name? Alot. 

One of the known victims of military abduc- 
tion is Fr. Rudy Romano, a Redemptorist priest 
who disappeared in 1985 in Cebu where he was 
assigned at that time, The Redemptorists’ hospi- 
tality to the memorial for the disappeared partly 
stems from the fact that one oftheir own has been 
missing for almost 20 years. The search for Father 
Romano was long and arduous. It sparked inter- 
national interest and led to the highest court of 
the land. And just like in any search, it had its 
share of rumors, bum steers, hoaxes and hearsay. 
‘The details are in the biography "Romano of the 
Philippines" written by ilette Chan-Santos, 

‘Ata small media dinner I attended some years 
ago, a military general said he believed Father 
Romano was abducted "by the PC.” 

Johannes Barroso was arrested in 1975 togeth- 
er with Eugenio Flores and Nenita Luneta in Ca- 
banatuan City by members of the Sth Constabu- 
lary Security Unit of the Philippine Constabulary 
and brought to the PC headquarters in the city. 
Barroso would later disappear without a trace. 
The military denied having arrested him. 

And there is 20-year-old UP-Los Baños student. 
Gerardo Faustino who was arrested in Makati by 
а military intelligence group in 1977. There is 
Prudencio Bati-on of Sta. Cruz, Manila who dis- 
appeared on March 1, 1999. By the way, the In- 
‘QURER editor in chief's first cousin, Leticia Pas- 
cual, is also among the disappeared. 

"The last line of the dedication at the Bantayog 
reads: "Para sa ating lahat na nagpapatuloy ng la- 
ban na sinimulan ng mga desaparecido para sa 
katarungan, kalayaan at pagkakapantay-pantay.” 


Send comments to cerespd@info.com.ph 


seniority or to be precise, it has come up with a 
new system of calculating seniority. In the old 
days, seniority in Congress was determined by 
the number of terms one has held, continuously 
or not. Today, he said, seniority is calculated ac- 
cording to the term one holds within the three- 
term limit imposed by the Constitution. 

Say, you were elected in 2001. During your 
first term, you'd be ranked a neophyte, entitled, 
at most, to a vice-chairmanship of a committee 
‘Only during your subsequent and then third (and 
final) term would you be considered senior 
enough to merita chairmanship of a committee, 

Diaz asserts this is unfair to congressmen like 
him. In Diazs case, he served a term in the House 
from 1969-1972; sat in the Batasan during martial 
Jaw, and was elected to three terms starting 1987. 
Because of the Constitution, he had to sit out a 
term from 2001-04, and then came back. His se- 
niority, he feels, should be calculated from 1969, 
his fist year in the House, which would make him 
very, very senior indeed—thus explaining his de- 
sire to be deputy speaker, among other things. 

‘The incumbent Speaker says otherwise. My im- 
pression is that the new way of calculating seniori- 
Ss indeed a De Venecia innovation, 1 recall that 

е first Congress under the prevailing Constitu- 
tion had veteran representatives like Corelio Vil- 
[шеш of Capiz (who first joined the legislature 
during the Commonwealth) holding powerful 
(and лайн) chairmanship under Speaker Ra 
mon Mitra, Diaz is having a hard time adjusting to 
a more ruthless and, in a sense, impatient congres- 
sional system. Being a traditional politicia 
polite enough not to actually criticize his peers. Al- 
though when I suggested that despite the foreign 
academic degrees of his younger peers, they lack 
practical knowledge, he replied with a heary 
Yes!" And he nodded emphatically when 1 asked 

im if, in his opinion, his younger (and more pow- 
erful) colleagues lack the virtue of patience. 


Comments welcome at www.quezon.ph 
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TLOOK out my office window here in Tondo, and 1 see а col- 
lege students shoulder bag being snatched by a dark- 
skinned young boy. The kid, maybe 16 or so, is running for 
dear life, as barangay tanod, alerted by the students... 
seams, ie chase. Soon he le caught and gets a slap inthe 


face, courtesy of the victim. Welcome to a 
someone living in Tondo. 


iay in the life of 


Scenes like this are very common now. We read about 


them, or see them 
being played up on 
television, and take 
them for granted. 
However, such 
things bring out cer- 
tain feelings in me, 
feelings of helpless- 
ness, of despair, of 
outage even. And 
most of all, feelings 
of hopelessness and 
resignation. 


Ryan Fenix 


‘YouNG BLoop 


We want to know what the young 
are thinking about. What are their 
thoughts on current issues? We 
welcome contributions from the 
twentysomething and below.—Ed. 


This is the reason I have this burning desire to leave the 
Philippines for good. Ihave this sense that itis utterly useless 
and hopeless to stay Money is hard to come by and it is not. 
raining opportunities here. And if with some luck or lots of 
perseverance, one earns millions, how sure is he that he will 
not be the next victim of robbers, holdup gangs or kidnap- 


ping syndicates? 


No one walks or drives in the streets without looking over. 
his shoulders in apprehension or fear. Not the poor, and most. 
certainly not the middle class or the rich, And the most de- , 
pressing part is, things are not going to improve, Not in oup rij 


lifetime anyway 


‘Those who say there is still hope here are politicians who. 


have either won public office (and have already accumula 


"Э 


ed wealth and bodyguards) or plan to run for office (hoping; 


to accumulate wealth and bodyguards). 
My girlfriend s 


, "As long as masipag ka dito sa Pilipinas, ^ 


di ka magugutom.” I tend to agree, But even if you don't go. 
hungry will you ever move beyond an "isang kahig sang tu- 
ka” existence? And if by chance, you do prosper, will there be 
enough security guards to guard you and your family? Will |. 
the walls be high enough to keep the criminals away? Will 


your bed be soft enough for you to sleep even as you worry, 


about the safety of family and friends? 


Whether we like it or not, the feeling shared by business- 
men and the youth is one of hopelessness, Either you live 
with it, or you leave, But getting out is an option only for a 
select few. And the few who had the opportunity have al- 
ready done so. What does that make of our country, a land of- © 
rejects and of people who want to leave but cannot? А 
Do we really have to live with corrupt officials, terrible 
roads, floods, pollution, crime and violence and endless га]. 


lies by so-called militant groups? 


To those who have the opportunity to leave, Isay, grab it and 


to hell with this country. That is where itis headed for anyway, 


In one TV interview, Sen, Aquilino Pimentel Jr. was asked. 
what his advice was for the young people of today. He said: 
ines, and 
help us rebuild. E paano kong aalis kayong lahat, kaming: 
matatanda na lang ang maiiwan dito. Kayo ang pag-asa ng 
bayan Qf your leave, only the old folks will be left behind, | 


"The young people must stay here in the Phili 


You are our country’s hope).” 


Good luck, senator. Go convince the others. You can't con^ 


vince me anymore, 
anymore. 


Cursed 


Paolo L. Azurin 


1HAVE made it, am now in the United States. 


Ryan Fenix, 26, does not look out his office window in Tondo sir 


Most Filipinos would love to be in my place. I know that” _ 
ош generation has been the most willing to emigrate. Our’ *! 
seemingly stagnant society leaves much to be desired. The и 
real incomes of Filipinos have barely breached the levels in "i 
the 1980s. Job creation is slow. There is overcrowding, with, пу 
more and more people being born into poverty every year. „, 


‘Worst ofall, people do not follow laws. It seems that nothing " 


good can ever happen to the Philippines, 


d 


^de 
E 
бо 
dur 


wo 


Tt is probably well that I have left the people who have 1: 
hurt me in so many ways, 1 have left the people who held up 
my younger brother with a knife. 1 have left the people who. 
‘murdered my ninang for the paltry sum of P80,000. And I’, 
have left the people who choose to be led by corrupt officials 


who have no business running a country. 


Tam lucky. 1 have an excellent chance of making it in the ` > 
United States. I graduated from the University of the Philip- 
pines and I am entering the MBA program in the University 


of Illinois. After graduation, 1 can. 


ta starting salary of, 


about $80,000 annually, plus the signing bonuses and other 


perks. In two years, I can be made. 


But the United States is not where home is, | came td?" 
America to learn and I plan to return home. I think of myself 
as following in the footsteps of a long line of Filipinos who: 
have gone back. Many of the ilustrados, pensionados and 
foundation fellows of earlier years have returned home and, 


have every intention of joining their ranks. 


In an age when pragmatism offers the best option for sur- 
vival, Гат going against the tide to try to rekindle the long 
lost ideal of nationalism. Many people have given up their '. 
lives to pursue the freedom that sil eludes us Filipinos. 

Tt has been said that before Jose Rizal was shot in Вава: 
bayan, his heartbeat was normal, He was not afraid, He was. 


happy to give his life to a society that he himself said was af 
flicted with a social cancer. it made him happier to be sho 


than to practice medicine and have a lucrative career. 
T guess Lam just ike everyone else. Iam looking for happi- 


ness, 


too. I know chat $80,000 can buy a certain degree of 


happiness, but that kind of utility is ultimately futile. The, 
thing that would make me happiest is taking part in the пеу- 
er-ending job of nation building. Joy is ultimately found in’ 
love, a love for the people who seem to hate their own kind’! 


and who seem to hate me. 


al 


No matter how much Filipinos have hurt me, I know а; 
will go back, driven by a seemingly mythical hope that things 
can be beter. It may not even come in my lifetime, it is just a 
blind hope that 1 can start something that will ultimately 
bear fruit. This belief is my curse, and my blessing. And 1 


wish many others are as cursed as Гат, 


flew to Chicago a few days ago and my classes start next 


week. Now Тат beginning my journey home. 


Paolo Azurin, 24, used to teach economies and sociology atthe, 


University of the Philippines in Diliman. 
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A question of using sex 


entiers PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER. = 


OPINION 


THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 16, 2004 


im the proper context 


{THE DECISION of SM to ban R- 
18 movies in all its movie houses 
Tis commendable, and T would 
“like to offer my congratulations 
to the owners and management 
огзм. 
‘The benefits of this decision 
are immeasurable; in converse 
i proportion, the damage that 
| sex in the media wreaks is ir- 
reparable. Sex has а specific 
niche in our lives, but it should 
be used in the proper context. 
Initiating a child into sex early 
in his/her life shortens a child's 


period of carefree innocence. It 
is like hurrying up his/her ma- 
turity. The importance of child- 
hood years need not be empha- 
sized. In many cases, they spell 
the future of the child 

Feeding а generation with sex 
early in life has huge social costs: 
teen pregnancies, unwanted 
pregnancies, single parents, fa- 
therless families, lack of income 
to support a child, lack of oppor. 
tunity to finish school or find a 
better job, etc. This is not to dis 
parage single parents. Their ef- 


LETTERS ~ & 


ни 


forts to raise a child despite the 
odds is praiseworthy. But the 
problems they must ‘overcome 
could have been avoided. SM's 
decision will help in avoiding 
those problems. 

Once again, my appreciation 
and commendation of this well 
meaning gesture of SM. I will see 
to it that this gratitude is trans- 
lated into real terms by inviting 
my friends to further patronize 
SM. 


EDDY со, 
echua@see.com.ph 


LL 1P you have any complaints, grievances or sugges- 
F| tions abour the trearment of news and photos by the 
E] inquires, you may write to the Readers’ Advocate, 
Philippine Daily luquirer Chino Roces Avenue, cor- 
mer Yague and Mascardo Streets, City of Makati or 
send a fax to Nos. 897-4793, 897-4794, or e-mail 


readersadvocate@ inquirercom.ph 

Writers of letters to the editor are requested to in- 
clude their complete address and telephone or pager 
number or e-mail address for verification purposes. 
The Inquirer will not publish any letter unless such 


information is supplied. 


————— 


Beautiful moments. 
Elegantly yours. 


Fiscal crisis used for bootlicking 


THE THREATENING „economic 
collapse of the country has trig- 
gered a rush of  gimmickries 
among presidential sycophants. 
But whatever the Bayanihan Fund 
campaign will raise, it will not 
make a dent on our gargantuan 
fiscal problem. The Bayanihan 
Fund is merely intended to give a 
semblance of support for the Pres- 
ident, Unfortunately, solicitations 
for the fund are being carried to 
ridiculous limits. In some in- 
stances, it has become obvious 
that the fund-raising campaign is 
only being used as an opportunity 
forboot licking, 

A sad example of this is Philip- 
pine National Police chief Edgardo 
Aglipays exhortation for the 
whole PNP command to "volun- 
tarily” donate a day's wage to the 
noble cause of saving this "strong 
republic.” 

‘Aglipay’s, motivation in dab 
bling with the country's economic 
woes is, ofcourse, evident and it 
overrides the tradition of honor he 
‘may have leamed during his stint 


ТО 


X-P700 


{ THE RECENT 


'apshots on a single eharge(Baliery Life), 1219 welgh(no battery), 87x57x23mm dimension 

ЭХ Optical Zoom, 20° Color Display, Approx: 60° snapshots on a single charge(Batlory Life), 121g weigh(no battery) 87157123. 1mm dimension. 

|X Optical Zoom, 2.0° Color Display. Approx. 200" snapshots on a single слагде(вацегу Life), 2259 weigh(no batery) 98x68x45mm dimension: 
^ CIPA Standard 


CASIO COMPUTER CO. LTD 
Tokyo Japan 
URL: htpilonmexiim.com 


COMPEX 


INTERNATIONAL 

GBW Puliding 341 Quezon Ave., 

Quezon Ciy Tel. No.: 7110288 Fax No 10814 
URL: www compexinternational com. 

E-mail: sales @compexintornational.com 


For Demonstration, please visit Compex at 
овезон атаве pour 
Scan poer Hon. 


SM Paupanca 


SM сту лиен 
Nownticnes, Quezon от 
pam 


at the Philippine Military Acade- 
my, Retirable in a few months, 
Aglipay is vulnerable to the whims 
of President Macapagal-Arroyo 
who has the power to extend his 
tenure as PNP chief or appoint 
him to a juicy position in the bu- 
reaueracy Retiring the generals at 
the peak of their military and pro- 
fessional careers is the main cul- 
prit of the politicalization of the 
military, by which soldiers, other- 
wise disciplined in the tradition of 
courage and honor, are turned in- 
tocringing lackeys. 

Other potential big contribu- 
tors tapped by no less than Speak- 
et Jose de Venecia are the taipans 
who joined GMA in the plane in 
her recent trip to China. If every 
опе of them had faithfully paid 
their taxes, there would be no 
need for this facile gesture of feal- 
tyto their adopted country. 

Debate is raging on how the 
“love gift” to GMA of a grateful 
citizenry will be held and used, in 
as much as nobody trusts any- 
body. This may best be used to 


hire more lawyers for the Om- 
budsman and judges in the Sandi- 
ganbayan so we can jail the 
crooks GMA seems very reluctant 
togo after. 

There are some genuinely con- 
сетей groups, religious and char- 
itable institutions that are offering 
assistance, Their participation will 
have far better impact ifthey orga 
nized themselves into watchdog 
bodies monitoring the perfor. 
mance of functionaries in the ex- 
ecutive branch and notorious gov- 
ernment corporations; of lawmak- 
ers so that they will espouse the 
interest of their constituents 
rather than serve as tools of lobby- 
ists; and of the judges and justices 
that we may finally get rid of 
hoodlums in robes. 

Itis only when the citizens as- 
sert their rights as masters will 
public officials perform like the 
public servants that they are, 

—B.RDAKANAYJR., 

43 Baltazar St, 
Philamlife village, Pamplona, 
Las Piñas City 


Day-care centers in elementary schools 


PRESIDENT Macapagal-Arroyo 
announced at the convention of 
Department of Education supervi- 
sors and in her State of the Nation 
Address her plan to scrap the 
"Bridge Program" and instead put 
up and strengthen kindergarten 
and day care centers. This is the 
right solution in solving the prob- 
lem of the DepEd regarding the 
upgrading of instruction, 

When I was still active in the 
service as DepEd district supervi- 
sor, 1 was already advocating the 
establishment of kindergarten 
classes and day care centers in all 
elementary schools in all baran- 
gays. The reasons I advanced then 
were the following: 

1. My experience as а child 
when | attended a preschool 
class—"Kartilya" oc"Katon" in the 
dialect helped me a lot when Теп: 
tered Grade One. 

2. Adding one more year in the. 
elementary grades or high school 
will entail so much expenses and 
additional budget for the govern- 
ment 


3. The kindergarten classes and 
day care centers can make use of 
unused facilities and classrooms, 
and the honorarium of kinder 
garten classes teachers can be 
shouldered by the parents and 
concemed local government 
units, thus sparing the national 
government from expenses. 

4. Unemployed teachers, who 
cannot be absorbed by the DepEd 
or LGUs due to lack of funds, can 
beemployed. 

5. Administration and supervi- 
sion of pre-school classes can be 
done by school officials of the 
DepEd, 

6. The parens like this idea be- 
cause it lessens their expenses. 

7. Parents will not have to hire 
housemaids because their chil- 
dren are now in school being tak- 
en cared of by teachers. 

—HERIBERTO A. BAUTISTA, 
municipal consultant, 
Office ofthe Administrative 
Consultant, 
Municipality of Pozorrubio, 
Pangasinan 


Nary a hint of appreciation 
for our brave Olympians 


arrival of our 
Olympic Taekwondo team at the 
airport painted a pitiful sight. One 
player was limping with a frac- 
tured ankle and another was also 
visibly injured. What pained most. 
маз the fact that not a single 
Philippine government or sports 
offical was around to welcome 
them, Of the Filipino athletes sent 
to Athens, these young and brave 
‘Taekwondo players performed the 
best 

Certainly the sight did not in 
any way motivate our athletes. 
‘There are still many future world 


READING the Inpumen these past 
few days dampens the most hope- 
ful of hearts. The front-page high- 
lights the fiscal crisis; more on the 
crisis on the business pages; and 
there's more on the opinion pages. 
Jes moral crisis in the entertain- 
ment section (lying under oath, 
prostitution); in the sports page is 
another crisis (zero medal at the 
Olympics. 

Tend up wishing for just one 
page about the good things hap- 
pening to Filipinos around the 
country and the world, Like the 
fone that happened last Sunday 
when I was in Kauswagan, 
Lanao del Моне ко attend the 
grand launching by Assumption 
Kauswagan of its year-long ju- 
bilee project toward creating a 
“Peace Sanctuary” there, The 
event was so simple and solemn, 
it felt grand. There were по me- 
dia people around, as peace is 
not as “news worthy" as war. Yet 
it was truly a community cele- 
bration. 

Muslims and Christians came 
for the brief event, and they were 
together in the ritual for the heal- 
ing of rhe land. They walked side 
by side, holding candles as they 
reached out to all comers of the 
school compound, “reclaiming the 
sanctity of the place” that had 
been traumatized by маг and 
bloodshed. 

“The Assumption sisters served a 
simple fare of suman and bibing- 
ka, but the people acted as if they 


competitions and our athletes 
should be encouraged, not dis 
couraged 
IF 1 were the President, I would 
have met them in Malacaftang to 
show my appreciation even if they 
had not won any medal. But, m. 
not the President, Our President 
only bas time for the likes of Ange- 
lode la Cruz, Manny Pacquiao, Tai- 
wan's F4 and—wait for the next 
photo-op—the Filipino conjoined 
‘wins who were successfully sepa 
rated by surgery in New York. 
JOSIE TEJADA, 
telecritic2004@yahoo.com 


Good news vs bad news 


were in a banquet. 1 guess what 
made the event so touching was 
the fact that the partakers were 
simple people dreaming of ambi 
Чош projets, like declaring a 
peace sanctuary. They were led by 
the Assumption sisters (all senior 
citizens, except for one novice) 
three Brilliant student leaders. 
three faculty members, the pres 
dent of the parents’ association, а 
Muslim parent and the parish rep- 
resentative. 

And that event was just the be 
ginning of a journey that includes 
all sectors of the Kauswagan com- 
munity coming together on а 
peace pact through such events as 
peace camps, peace education, 
peace theater, peace concert, 
Peace sportsfest and a peace 
covenant signing among govern. 
ment, military, MILE Muslim and 
Christian church leaders, et. 

Next stop of the journey is a 
sportsfest for Muslim and Chris 
Чап parents. They have simple 
problems, like looking for spon- 
Sors to help them provide meals 
and snacks as these are really poor 
people. I was there, and the mere 
Suggestion that we might actually 
provide for snacks generated a 
‘wildly enthusiastic response, But 
these are events that occur in tiny 
pockets all the over the country. 
Unfortunately, these are events 
that do nor seem to draw the inter 
est ofthe guint. 

—REYNALDO P BARNIDO, 
rivers1800Gyahoo.com 
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Gov't fat cats under fire 


From page At In the House, party-list law- as part of their sharing the bur- salaries at whim.” 

makers called for a review of the den ofthe fiscal crisis. [They] have created their 
officers to receive such fabulous salary schemes of GOCC execu- Не said it was “unthinkable” own kingdoms. These kingdoms 
compensation in the face of the tives and said a cut would lead to that the executives would contin- should be taken down, and the 
government's staggering losses. higher wages for rank-and-file ue to receive these generous pseudo kings and queens thrown 

Unfortunately, the President government employees. amounts “when their GOCC isal- ош.” he said. 
сап only talk with the GOCC ех ^ Anakpawis Rep. Crispin Bel- ready bleeding and ourcountryis Partido ng Manggagawa Rep. 
ecutives and hope that they transaid he was aghast and out- suffering.” Renato Magtubo, however, said 
would have the delicadeza to fol- raged” at learning about the Cua said giving up honoraria fring these executives would not 
low her belt-tightening mea- salariesoftheGOCCexecutives. and allowances was a common be enough to make up for the 
sures, Boncodin said. “The national government has practice in the cooperative sector, losses they had caused to the na- 

She said this was why the gov- been denying government em- which he represents. tional coffers. 
emment had urged Congress to ployeesa much-needed salary in- "Ме all have to sacrifice so Не also accused Ms Arroyo of 
amend the GOCC charters, to allow crease for the last five years, yet that we can overcome our coun- not taking action regarding the 
Ms Arroyo to specify how much her here it is being revealed that the try'scurrentfiscal problems,"he salary issue. 
nominees should receive. heads of СОССЗ have been get- said. But Boncodin complained on 

Boncodin said Ms Arroyo ting paychecks equivalent to the Gabriela Rep. Liza Maza said Tuesday about the difficulty of 
would push for the enactment of accumulated salaries of thou- the Department of Finance doing away with loss-making 
the Omnibus Reengineering Law sands of rank-and-file employ- should explain the salaries of GOCCs. “Based on our experi- 
that would authorize the Presi- ees," he said in astatement. these executives, and the Bu- ence, it is easier to create than to 
dent to reorganize the executive Не suggested that the salaries reau of Internal Revenue and abolish GOCCs,” she said. 
branch, including GOCCs. ofGOCCexecutivesbe channeled the Office of the Ombudsman She also said the President 

‘Ata Senate hearing on Tuesday, to create a “special fund” to be should subject them to a would sign an executive order 
it was revealed that executives of used in giving lowly paid govem- lifestyle check and an audit of banning the establishment of 
such GOCCs, as Philippine Nation- ment employees a salary increase tax payments. more subsidiaries and improve 
al Oil Со. and Development Bank of P3,000 a month. “Apparently, there are those the governance of GOCCs by giv- 
of the Philippines, are being paid Кер. Rafael Mariano, also of who are immune to the nation- ing more powers to supervisi 
‘amounts ranging from PS milion Anakpawis, pointed out that low- wide call for austerity and fiscal departments and agencies. 
to P9 million ayear. ly government employees were prudence,” she said. "Whats T 

Press Secretary Ignacio Bunye receiving only an average of worse, these executives who have Certify as urgent 
expressed shock over the P8,709 a month, or a mere mademilkingcowsoftheGOCCs ер. Jacinto Paras (LDR Ne- 
amounts cited, saying these were P104,508a year. ‘may not even be paying theirtax- gros Oriental) said Malacafang 
"quite high based on our present Не cited the case of Winston ез properly victimizing us twice should certify the bills seeking to 
financial condition.” Garcia, who supposedly receives over.” amend the GOCC charters as ur- 

“If we are in prosperous times, P5.6 million a year as president Мага said it was highly im- gentadministration measures. 
most people would probably not and general manager of the Gov- moral for GOCC officials to be  "Malacañang itself must do 
mind their high salaries," he said ernment Service Insurance Sys- receiving millions of pesos in this if it is serious in cutting 
yesterdayinaradio interview. тет. salaries, allowances and perks costs; Paras said. 

But the loans being undertak- “Garcia's annual take-home in the midst of widespread Вер. Ronaldo Zamora (Pwersa 
enby GOCCs, and notthesalaries salary is more than 53 times the poverty. ng Masa, San Juan) said the 
of their executives, are the main annual average pay of a “We cannot allow this to con- GOCCs, "particularly National 
cause of the governments loses, rank-and-file employee who al- tinue, she said. Power Corp., had a lot of account- 
Boncodin said. ways has a hard time getting ben- ing to do regarding the manage- 

: efits from the GSIS,” Mariano ‘Throw them out’ ‘ment of their finances. 
Special fund said. Beltran said Boncodin should ^ Zamora cited as example 

She said the government po |. М recommend the removal of Napocors earlier P12-billion ex- 
would push forthe removal ofthe ‘Unthinkable’ GOCC executives. pense in retiring its employees, 
automatic-guarantee provisions СоорМако Rep. Guillermo He noted that because GOCCs only to rehire them. 
inGOCC charters so that the gov- Cua said the least that GOCC ex- мете operating under their own “Isn't that criminal?” Zamora 
emment would not end up рау. ecutives could do was give up charters, their executives had said. With a report from Carlito 
ing for their bad loans. their honoraria and allowances “the legal basis to raise their own Pablo 


Gov't lost P1 billion in $1-B bond deal 


From page Al ‘market was considered liquid. No stood at about P1.113billion. пог before a roadshow to shore 
other Asian sovereign issuer had Ви bankers said the govem- up investors’ appetite, bring 
“The price is a function of sup- sold bonds recently and the ment should also consider the down the cost of borrowing and 
ply and demand, The higher the Philippines became the largest fact that the prices went up by raise as much money as it can. 
price, the better for the govern- sovereign issuer in the region about 2 points on the lO years Тһе recent bonds were priced 
‘ment when we talk of bonds be- nexttoJapan. and halfa-percentage point on before the economic team held a 
cause it means it will get higher Thus, the government sold the 15 years the next day. Then briefing on the afternoon of Sept. 
proceeds. But when the govern- $300 million of bonds due 2015 this would mean additional loss- 8. It was during this briefing that 
ment gives а deep discount, and $700 million of bonds due esof$3.38 million on the 10-year Economic Planning Secretary Ro- 
"which it had done in this case, 2025. bonds and $3.5 millionon the 15- mulo Neri announced a higher 
then itloses a lot,” a banker said.. This means that the govern- year bonds, or additional losses forecast for the gross domestic 
"When the bonds were priced ment, based on the discount of of $6.88 million or P385 million. product, which helped push the 
оп Sept. 7, the going rate of the 1.375 percent on the 10-year pa- Аз of Sept. 10, the price of 10- price of the ROP the next day 
10-year ROPs was 99.375 апа ће pers and 2.25 percent on the 15- year ROPs stood at 100.5 and the The roadshow to be conducted 
15-year sovereigns, 108.5. year bonds, lost about $20 mil- 15-year bonds at 109. by the members of the economic. 
But the government and the lion, In the past, the discount the fi- team would start only next week. 
underwriters agreed on Sept. 8to Оп the $300 million, 10-year nance department usually gave Usually, ROP prices improve or go 
sell the bonds at 98 for the ones bonds, the administration de- when selling bonds was about 25 up after a roadshow. 
due 2015 and at 106.25 for the prived itself of $4.12 million or basis points ога quarter-of-a-pir- — Banks were asking why the fi- 
ones due 2025. P231 million. On the $700 mil- centage point. mance department was rushing 
Dueto its attractive pricing,in- lion, 15-year bonds, the govern- Previously, the government the bond deal when Napocor did 
ment lost $15.75 million orP882 would not sell bonds before or not have an urgent need for the 
bonds at а time when the bond million. Losses juston the pricing during an economic briefing and money 


Officials who quit scored for cop-out 


From page Al had inexplicable entries running the state firm's general ledges, he explained at a news briefing yes- 
up to bilions of pesos. said, These eventually made their terday that some of Napocors 
highly suspicious, “The Senate and House of Rep- way to the final financial state- lands and property were not ti- 
"Their reasons are not accept- resentatives should not ignore ments submitted to the COA for tied to Napocor, hence the lack of 
able. Murga is saying that he the damning COA report and im- audit. supporting documents. 
‘wants to spend more time with mediately summon Murga to ex- Some adjustments involvinga He declined to elaborate, how- 
his family when the company he plain why Napocor has lost so total of P146.71 billion, which ever, and did not offer any expla- 
heads is now PL trillion in much money in the last five were executed on eight function- nation for the rest of the items in 
debt," Ramos said, years," Beltran said. al groups, were also not made Naranjo letter, saying only that 
(igueroa) is saying that she InalettertotheNapocorboard part of the auditing process as the matter was currently being 
‘wants a higher paying job, when of directors, as lifted from COAs these did not have supporting clarified with the COA. 
the agency she heads is one of official website, COA director IV documents that would prove Вог Beltran said Murga should 
those responsible for the fiscal Jaime Naranjo said the govern- their accuracy, propriety'and va- not be allowed to get off the hook 
crisis," he said. ment audit body was abstaining lidiy he said. that easily Even if Ms Arroyo had 
The KMP said that then Presi- from issuing an opinion оп Proper, plant and equipment already accepted his retirement 
dent Joseph Estrada was beset by Маросогз books due toa number (PPE) worth P544.02 billion and and that he would only be at 
resignations of key government of audit constraints, material, supplies and equipment Napocors helm up to the end of 
officials when his administration "Considering the magnitude of (MSE) worth P8.67 billion were the year, he should give legisla- 
маз starting to unravel ntherun- the audit constraints and the ma- likewise not good enough for au- tors and the public a valid expla- 
upto Edsa It in 2001. teriality of their effects to the ac- diting as they did noc have appro- nation of what the COA referred 
counts, the scope of ourauditwas priate inventory reports. toas "audit constraints. 
Abnormal balances not sufficient to enable us to ex- — "Records do not allow the ap- Reyes added that the govern- 
Aparty-listgroupwants Murga press, and we do not express, an plication of alternative audit pro- ment, with COAs findings on 
summoned to a hearing in the opinion on these financial state- cedures to validate the accounts,” Маросогз 2003 financial results, 
House of Representatives to ex- ments, he said, Naranjo said. should all the more exert efforts 
plain the finances of Napocor. on ‘The PPE component ofthe bal- in getting to the bottom of the 
Rep. Crispin Beltran of pary. Irregularities ance sheet accounted for 54.95 anomalies taking place within the 
list group Bayan Muna isdemand- Among the irregularities found percent of total assets, while the power firm. 
ing valid explanation for some іп Napocors books were six sets MSE component represented These irregularities, Һе said, 
“unidentified items and abnormal of journal vouchers (JVs) involv- 5 had resulted in Napocor becoming 
balances" in Napocor’s 2003 f- ing P50.78 billion and 28 loan ic one of the heaviest burdens for the 
nancial statements, citing the utilization vouchers (Л) country to bear, accounting for 
Commission оп Audits refusal to amounting to P868.86 million, billion in the state firm's books one-third of the Philippines’ con- 
issue an opinion on the statefirm's all containing adjustments affect- could norbe validated as well due solidated public sector debt. 
books because of some discrepan- ing long-term accounts, aswell as to lack of records and documents Маросогз losses last year 
des in the numbers. eight JVs worth P740.86 billion, proving their ownership. stood at P113.23 billion, with the 
Beltran has filed House Resolu- which also contained adjust- "Наз Napocor been involved in possibility of ballooning further 
Чоп No. 218, which directs the ments affecting fixed assets ac- ghost purchases amounting to to P114.6 billion this year, ac- 
House committees on energy and counts. billions of pesos? Ifthisisonerea- cording to the state-run power 
оп good government to conduct These, Naranjo said, could пог son for Napocors financial hem- firm's own estimates. 
an inquiry into Napocor’s 2003 й. be considered in the auditing pro- orrhage, then why hasn't the gov- Instead of the government al- 
nancial statement, cess as they all did not bear the ernment acted on this before?” lowing Napocor to collect an addi- 
Beltran said Murga should be approval of proper authorities. Bagong Alyansang Makabayan tional 98 centavos per kilowatt- 
summoned to explain how the Despite this lack of official ap- (Bayan) secretary general Renato hour from its customers, Reyes 
state firm incurred hundreds of proval, adjusting entries were Reyes Jr. said. said there should be a thorough 
billions of pesos in unsupported still included in the long-term Responding to allegations ofir- scrutiny of how Napocor got into 
disbursements and why its Books loans and fixed assets accounts in regularities in its finances, Murga such a deep mess in the first place. 
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Lawyers pursue protest vs court fee hike 


By Vincent Cabreza to a December 2003 edition of to defer the implementation of dings. This is the same amount multiplied by the number of 

PDI Northern Luzon Bureau the IBP newsletter, which an- RA 9227 and its modifying circu- the courts charge litigants who times the applicant took the ex- 
nounced the controversial in- lar that raises legal fees. will seeka review of judicial rul- am. 

BAGUIO CITY—It’s the judiciary’s turn to face a drub- crease in “special allowances.” In a resolution, the IBP ings. Examinees who pass the exams 

bing over the budget deficit. Members of the Integrat. _ Republie Act 9227 allows Bagulo-Benguet chapter said The courts also receive com. must pay the same fee to be ad- 

Pia of the Philippines urged all litigants and StPreme Court and Gourt of Ap- the fee increases were applied missions for rulings that involve mitted to the bar, 

5а Ваг об те und Dagupansities to wear black or Pe Justices and regional tial without consulting, local money The cular grants the Те circular grants court wit- 

white shirts this week to protest the 1,000-percentin- fowancs. е mane А CH N раш оча аен 1200 шека ог аср 

h > е 1омапсез. ‘According to IBP officials led on all sums not exceeding days appearance in cases heard 

crease in many court docket fees, which were imple- “These (special allowances) by IBP Baguio-Benguet president P40,000 and 1.5 percent com- by the Supreme Court, the Court 

mented in August. would be paid from legal fees col- Daniel Mangallin, the effect of mission on all sums in excess of of Appeals or the regional trial 
lected by courts other than the legal fee increases is the sud- P40,000 that are awarded to a cours. 

IBP chapters in Northern Lu- mer IBP chair for Baguio and already set aside by the Judiciary den inability of the public to ac- litigant, Many court employees here 
zon also scheduled a Friday Benguet, said his clients were Development Fund in Presiden- cess the courts. This month's bar examinees said they will join this week's 
protest rally. surprised to discover that docket- tial Decree 1949,” the newsletter Тһе circular still exempts were also affected by the circu- protests "in their individual ca- 

Court employees declined (о ing fees for annulment proceed- said poor litigants from paying the lar. It states that applicants tak- pacity, not as members of the 
explain why court fees rose this ings increased from the regular Citing the government's P200- fees. But it requires judges to ing the bar examination must court” because they fear that the 
much for high profile cases. P300 to P3,500. billion budget deficit, Baguio now charge a minimum fee of pay P2,250, and additional P200 mass action can jeopardize their 

Lawyer Abelardo Estrada, for- — But court employees referred lawyers asked the SupremeCourt P3,000 for officiating civil wed- for returning examinees that is own salary increases. 


Clark, Subic : Gas station 
not smuggling : À owners close 
centers, says $ shop due to 
SBMA head price hikes 


SUBIC BAY FREEPORT—"Where ` 
has Sen. Richard Gordon been all $ : y LUCENA CITY—An official ofa na- 
this time? Ies as if he has discovered i м tionwide association of gasoline 
something new” This was the reac- а dealers said gasoline station own- 
tion of Subic Bay Metropolitan Au- = ers across the country started clos- 
thority Chair Felicito Payumo to Gor- : и ing shop due to losses as a result of 
doris statements that as many as continuing increases in oil prices. 
90,000 cars had entered the country | Pfs Р "Quite a number of our fellow 
illegally through the SBMA. Р gasoline dealers have already 
Gordon raised this point dur- С . ; folded up after these successive 
ing a joint hearing of the Senate Я ME | oil price increases. Owning a 
committees on trade and industry я Д d gasoline station is mo longer а 
and economic affairs on Tuesday. profitable business this time,” 
But Payumo shrugged off alle- У : А Я Рейка Villafuerte, president of 
gations that Subic and the Clark H k 7 the Petron Dealers Association of 
Special Economic Zone іп Pam- po af) the Philippines, told the INQURER. 
panga have become the centers of 2 : (ox EE The association has 1,200 
car smuggling in the country. i : members across the country. 
Congress committees on : Е E Villafuerte, however, did not 
transportation and communica- н 5 х provide the latest count of how 
tion, and on trade and industry : many among her members had al- 
have both ruled out any violation SCR. ready closed shop but said some 
of existing laws covering the im- 3 gasoline stations closed after only 
portation, conversion and even es d a few months of operation. 
selling of second hand vehicles" : ә “Most of them wanted to serve 


he said in a statement, Ae "Я $ : their respective communities but. 
Payumo also disputed the allega- sel they had to close or suffer more 

tions of Gordon, his predecessor at a к Š Е losses; Villafuerte said. 

the SBMA, thattherewasnovehicle | BATH TIME Villafuerte said gasoline sta- 


smuggling от | | A man gives his cowa bath in Candon City ocos Sur: 
sport utility vehicles (SUVs), such = H " received reports that gasoline 
‘as Lexus, Expedition, Land Cruis- 3i "E dealers from the two other big com- 
ег and other expensive vehicles, D А$ f ‘Ab S f I 7, b panies are also experiencing the 
пам ойе реше шшш. DPAs for gov't in Abu Sayyal Slain in LAMDOANZA тан 
only about P400,000 to P500,000 Villafuerte was also a former 
gnly bout Р40000010 500000 > poanica CITY—Unidenti- arrived on Buenavista Street bandits who are being hunted in sented the body of a slain Abu president of all gasoline dealers 
іп customs duties and taxes in fed suspects gunned down two with the two slain men around connection with the mass Sayyaf bandit and identified it nationwide. 
(because they) simply added men, who tumed out to be gov- 2 p.m. waking of civilians in as Ali Malabon. Stace Janiary oi fiis t the 
jump seats to make these nine- еттеп: agents who infiltrated Не said witnesses told police ip and Tuburan towns із Mab country have raised the prices of 
seater vans?" Payumo asked. the Abu Sayyaf in a busy section фе four men were seen talking ‘on March 20, 2000. lore Malabons и ora 
ater vans?’ Payumo asked. of che downtown area here on while walking toward a house in Опе of the victims. Claretian After his reported death, four cumulative total of P470 to 
several dozens of these SUVS in Tuesday afternoon ^" earn priest Fe Rhoel Gallardo, waslar- more suspects named Ali Ma- ра вра liter. 
jexmmormenthsaferheassumed Senior Supe. Mario Yanga, city Later, the two suspects. erbeheaded. labon had been arrested ас. Sperone theoil deregulation, we 
‘ice in 1998. police director said Ali Malabon, pulled our handguns and re- Бит some quarters expressed cording to Ricardo Cabaron, used to eam 5.8 percent from the 
Teen 998 te that during 24 of Barangay Tlon-talon here peatedly shot the government doubts Готе of the slain agents Western Mindanao deputy toral cost per liter Now, it is down 
О tern (hoe, and Abraham Mubin, 40, of agents. ‘was only using an alias. prosecutor erate ер 
орт 1998). дете һай (от Barangay Santo Niño, iso in this Records compiled by the In- Yanga said the two agents АР 
importation ofthe brand new ve- «У, Were identified through ID Wanted men Quim showed that on Nov. 3, could have been executed be- Shrinkingincome 
hicles at all,” Payumo said. cards issued them by the National During follow-up investiga- 2001, then Col. Hermogenes Es- cause of their role in the govern- In peso terms, she said since 
He said the issue of conversion Intelligence Coordinating Agency tion, Yanga said they found out peron, former commander of ments anti-Abu Sayyaf opera- 1998 when the price of diesel was 
of tigh hand drive vehicles had (Nica). that the two slain agents were the Army's 10318 Infantry tions. JulieAlipala,PDIMin- oniy P9 perlite, gasoline dealers 
been discussed during the 12th Yanga said the two suspects among the wanted Abu Sayyaf Brigade based in Basilan, pre- danao Bureau had been receiving a return at 
Congress and was well publicized least 70 centavos per ter. 
in newspapers. 1 i i d But now that diesel costs more 
vum owe. DPWH chief says infra sets map to Mindanao peace «esos 
port showed that "no law is violated. is a measly 10 centavos in profit. 
by the importation of right hand INFRASTRUCTURE projects will jects. Tawi-tawi. ment Project funded froma loan “It's now like 80 centavos," 
driveand second hand vehicles and set the road map to peace in Min- Citing peace initiatives in con- Among the major ongoing from the Kuwait Fund for Arab "And from this, we have to 
even selling in Subic freeport." danao. flicttomn areas of Mindanao, projects in Mindanao initiated Economic Development spend for the salaries of our em- 
“Importation of RHD vehicles is Public Works Secretary Flo- Soriquez said several infrastruc- last year by the President is ће (KFAED). ployees and utilities, station 
not costing the govemmenr huge rante Soriquez stressed this yes- ture support projects are either 77.46 km improvement of the — Abdulfatak Pandapatan, DP- rental, power bill, etc., which are 
losses butin facthascausedtheenor- terday in support of President underwayorwillbestaredinthe national highway in фе WH-KFAED project management always rising. But our earning re- 
mous increase of tax collections in Macapagal-Arroyo's agenda fora provinces of Lanao del Sur and provinces of Lanao and Zam- office deputy director, said the mains constant,” Villafuerte said. 
Subic,” the report said. Allan just end to the peace process with Lanao del Norte; Sultan Kudarat; boanga del Sur under the Min- project is progressing according She said a moderate gasoline 
‘Macatuno, PDI Central luzon Desk а package of infrastructure pro- Maguindanao; Basilan, Sulu and danao Second Roads Improve- toschedule. station owner shells out at least P3 
million as an inital investment. 
— a-s — эе ——- mre Villafuerte recalled that іп 
E ; р p ‚у? | 1976 when they put up heir frst 
Cop says private armies make peace in Abra ‘ELUSIVE? | sassivesaionitepreeatties! 
Was only 30 centavos per liter, 
“Our business is also credit 
By Artha Kira Paredes He said despite efforts of the Albano said. operations of PAGs is not фе calopponents,"anAbramayor | tensive. But we have to (borrow) 
PDI Northern Luzon Bureau police against PAGs and their Не said the murder of two sole responsibility of the po- said. in order to survive,” she said. 
drive against loose firearms, Abra mayors in recent years ere- lice. "is an open secret in Abra | | » 
BANGUED, Abra—The top armed groups in the province ated fear among politicians and “Leaders must head by ex- that many rebel returnees end lew system. 
poli. official in the continue to exist because of the political candidates and encour- ample. It is а known fact that up (being employed in his) She said she is appealing to 
Cordillera said attaining “culture of vengeance, political aged them to employ armed traditional politicians in Abra PAG,” the mayor added. Petron to adopt a "percentage- 
peace and order in Abra re- patronage, tolerance to aggres- men. are even the ones maintaining Ви Valera, in an earlier inter- | profit- margin” system instead of 
mains to be “ап elusive sion and proliferation of loose ү. . sophisticated PAGs," Albano view, denied reports that he is | the current system where the 
dream" because of the exis- guns.” Victims said. maintaining an armed group, | dealer's income is based on “ab- 
tence of private or partisan "The PAG system developsin- Tubo Mayor-Jose Segundo Several officials іп the saying the only armed men solute peso value. 
armed groups (PAG) main. to a sanctuary for aggrieved and Tineg Mayor Clarence Ben- province claimed that бок Vi. aroundhimarehispoliesecur | She said under the current set- 
tained by some local offi partes who claim that cases waren were killed in 2000 and cente Valera is the biggest em- ty escorts up if the coss of oil products are 
cials. against reigning conventional 2002, respectively, by suspect- ployer of PAGs in Abra. Albano said politicians | high, the dealers should also have 
"(Weare)sadtoadmit(this) politicians in the province or ed members of PAGs main- ^ "(Valera) initiates trouble should abolish their PAGs to a high rerum on investment and 
but PAGs truly exist in Abra. their goons are usually written tained by their political oppo- using his PAGthatis composed maintainpeaceandorderinthe | Vict versa. * 
Since 1989, Abra residents off apparently because the law nents. of rebel returnees, But then, province. ‘Our mother company under: 
have been living under the cul. enforcers, prosecutors, the Albano said “finger point. he would deny (that he is Abra Rep. Luis Bersamin J | stands our plight. It is receptive, 
ture of violence,” Chief Supt. courts, the correctional institu- ing is not the solution” to the maintaining a private army) said he has asked the House of Villafuerte said. 
Rowland Albano, Cordillera tions and witnesses are either presence of PAGS in the and use his influence over the Representatives to investigate | | Shestid a gasoline dealeris bet, 
police director, said in a state- afraid of the (power holders) or province. He urged all sectors military and the media to paint the presence of private armies in ter off during the regulated period 
ment. they are beholden to (them),” to help, saying stopping the a very bad picture of his politi- Abra. ofthe industry, Delfin Mallari Jr, 
Е PDI Southern Luzon Bureau 


tions belonging to other ой com- 
panies are also closing shop. 
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Summary killings 


keep cell phone 
thieves at bay 


THEFINGERS may 
be well trained to 
ByG. Lacorte. comeoutintheopen. precinct alone, there ей 
Mindanao Bureau “Because every- used to be three 0 snatching or theft 
body thinks that there four cases Бей реше 
DAVAO CITY—The is only one group be- against cell phone dece sedin 
gangland style hind thesekillings,no snatchers а week, 


Killings of suspected one dares step for- Abella said. Buthe has 


public places. 


criminals here could ward and testify: This not had to file a case 
have had an effect on makes the police inthe last rwo weeks. 
the number of cases workhorder"hesaid. Perhaps they are 


of cell phone theft Several of the 


afraid, said San Pedro 


which was signifi- tims were involved in Chief Insp. Matthew 
cantlylowerthan that репу theft, including” Baccay of the San Pe- 
imotherurbanareas. cell phone snatching. dro police. He, how- 

Police continue to A number of them ever also refused to 
deny the existence of were minors. believe that the vigi- 


the Davao Death З 
Squad, said to be а Younger thieves 
groupofvigilantes who Police Supt. Јоко 
are behind thesumma- Morin Diray, chief of 
ту executions of crime the investigation di- 
suspecssintheciy. vision, зай сш 

“What they call the phone thieves were 
vigilante is just a cre- getting younger 
ationofthemedia,"po- They're usually 
lice cry director Conra- within the age range 
do Laza declared, of 15 to 20, male, un- 

"Whatsgoigonin employed 
ош streets are just "Somebody must be 
common crimes that taining these minors 

forthe modus operandi 
cf cell phone theft, 
"which include, among 
others, snatching, pick- 
pocketing and outright 
Tobbery .. cellphone 
snatching is becoming 
а lucrative business 
since cell phones sell 
faster than a piece of 
Jewelry" he said. 

But the local police 
have no hard data on 
cellphone theft. 

The cases are 
lumped wih other 
thek cases, which 
are also happening reached a total of 165 
anywhere else in the in July down 16 per- 
county and the world. cent from the 198 cases 
Theres по single registered a year ago. 
group that can be 'SPO2 — Stephen 
pinned down for all Abella, chief of the 
these kilings;"hesaid. theft and robbery sta- 

But Laza admits tion at the San Pedro 
that there is adecline police station, said 
in cell phone theft most of the thieves 
and in the city’s crime who landed at his sta- 
rate in general. From tion had been caught 
а7 percenterime rate before, sniffing rugby 
last year, the rate inthe ity streets. 
went down to 6,67 Having spent time 
percent in the first inand out of all, these 
semester, much lower rugby boys mastered 
than Metro Manilas the ап of cell phone 
18 percent or Cebus snatching. "The more 
27 percent. they stay in jail, the 

Increased police beter snatchers they 
presence in the become,” Abella said. 
streets seems to be Depending on the 
working, Laza said, cost of the cell phones 

But it hasn't put a involved, snatchers 
stop to the street serve a minimum of 
killings, sik months to four 

On Aug 24, 18- years im prison, But 
year-old Manuel Саг. because cell phone 
Ча was shot by mo- owners refuse to pur- 
torcycle-riding gun- sue cases as soon as 
men justa few min- they recover rhei 
utes after he was re- units, snatchers get 
lensed from jall Не ош of jail unscathed, 
had been detained for says Executive Judge 
cellphone snatching. Paul Arcangel of the 

Garcia was shot on Regional Trial Court. 
Washington Street, — "Afterrhey get out, 
Just a couple of steps they start all over 
from the San Pedro again,” he said, Just 


antes really exist. 


нам STUDENTS WIN THE RACE SS oar, 


mace OF LFE 


police precinct. He like in the street CHER S DUTY AND 

asthe G7ihvctimof killings, people 15 EVERY TEACH 

unsolved killings in refuse to cooperate.” 

hares чен PSR 
ісе Court cases Em etam enn 

Laza said the police @DIWA LM 


were having a hard Ви the number of 
time going after the са] phone theft cases in 
perpetrators of the thecounshassippedin 
killings because по the ast few year. 

witnesses would At the San Pedro 


CELL PHONES of various models and their 
accessories take center stage at a stali 
Manila. аттияндолмото 
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28 August 2004, Philippine International Convention Center 


A Tribute to the Men and Women 
who have made it their duty and responsibility 
to help students win in the race of life. 


who joined us during this special occasion, 
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“To the 6,000 teachers 


то all our dedicated teachers. 
our heartfelt gratitude. i 
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ACROSS THE NATION 


By Juan Escandor Jr. 
Naga City 


O 


some 500 devotees. 


But the accident, considered the 
‘most tragic in Bicol, that happened 
on Sept. 16, 1972, was overshad- 
owed by the declaration of martial 
law by (he late strongman Ferdinand 


venere a Wea 


MECHANICS: 


& non-refundable. 


Touch Mobil 


‘Tickets are reroutable and upgradable to valid 
type within the travel period but subject to applicable charges 
and collection of fare difference. 


NE TRAGIC Sunday, 32 years ago, the regionwide fi- 
esta of the Nuestra Señora de Pefiafrancia ended 
with the death of 138 people after an old suspension 
bridge across the Naga River collapsed from the weight of 


Marcos. 

It happened as thousands of devo- 
tees were bringing back the cen- 
turies-old image of the Nuestra 
Sefiora to its old residence at the Pe- 


“Tickets purchased during the promo period can be used only 
during the travel period of September 20-October 22, 2004. 


“Tickets are non-endorsable, non-transferable 


‘Tickets are rebookable within the travel period 
but subject to rebooking fee of P100. 


igher fare 


*For bookings, сай (632) 6364938 or text “СЕВ” to 2982 for Globe and 
386 for Smart, Talk 'N Text and Addict Mobile; and for. 
Sun Cellular, text “СЕВ” to 2982 or click on the directory of "The Mall." 
""Samo ratos apply to Visayas-Manila and Mindanao-Manila rout 
Per DTI-NCR Permit No. 4676. Series of 2004. 
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fiafrancia Church from its devotion 
altar at the Naga Cathedral, through 
a penitential procession in the main 
streets of Naga City down to the riv- 
er where the colorful fluvial proces- 
sion began. 

Four days later after the Colgante 
Bridge fell, public concern over the 
victims settled on the back burner. 
Media networks were closed and 
Journalists were hounded by the 
Philippine Constabulary and the 
Philippine Army. 

Until now, nothing marks the fateful 
event in the religious feast of the only 


QUIRER Southern Luzon „шш? 
Martial law eclipsed Naga fiesta tragedy" 


regional fiesta in the country, except for 
а diorama at the museum of the Nues- 
tra Señora de Pefiafrancia. The new 
generation basks in ignorance of the 
tragedy. 

As Naga mourned and buried the 
dead, Marcos’ spokesperson, then Pub- 
lic Information Secretary Francisco 
Tatad, read on television the infamous. 
Proclamation No. 1081 on the eve of 
Sept. 21,1972. 

‘Vicente Sibulo, then Naga mayor, re- 
called how quickly the declaration of 
martial law stole the limelight from lo- 
Cal concerns as uncertainties over- 


From Manila it's just P1,299 (one-way) to any destination in the Visayas.* 
And only P1,899 (one-way) to any point in Mindanao.** 


With our renowned on-time service and special low fares, you'll have time & money on your hands. 


"Reissuance of tickets must be done within the travel period. 


РТА (Pre-paid ticket advised) not allowed. 


‘Other promotions such as regular discounts may not apply 


during the same promo period. 


<Not applicable to groups. 


‘Open dated tickets are allowed during the travel period. 


“The discounted airline rates shall apply both to adults and children. 


"Available at Cebu Pacific's ticket offices, General Sales Agents and 
accredited sub-agents. (Express Ticket Office al the Manila Domestic 


airport is not included) 
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Editor Jun Bandayrel:; 


whelmed the city government. Every official, 
was deemed resigned unless reappointed by 
the regime. 

Politics also limited the capability of the 
city government to respond comprehensively, 
tothe tragedy, according to Sibulo, who was a 
key leader of the Liberal Party against Marcos’ 
Nacionalista Party. 

The former mayor, who is now 79, said that 
since Marcos suspended the writ of habeas 
‘corpus on Aug. 21, 1971, the impending dec- 
laration of martial law heightened anxieties, 
and weakened the disposition of governmen- 
tal functions. 5 

Being a political leader of the opposi- 
tion party, Sibulo could hardly mobilize 
government resources from the Executive. 
department if only to make the most of 
what the city government could do to help 
the victims families cope with the 
tragedy. 

"When I approached the regional office of. 
the Department of Public Works and High- 
ways, the officals hesitated to allow me to. 
use their crane. But because of the immediacy 
‘and magnitude of the tragedy, 1 think they 
had been humane enough to finally lend the 
crane to the city government for use in haul- 
ing the debris of the collapsed bridge,” Sibulo 
said. 

Even as the accident hogged the national 
headlines the day after the incident, the Маг, 
cos administration responded to the situation 
only three days later, 

“It was then Local Government Secretary 
(Jose) Коло, once my colleague at the nation- 
al organization of mayors, who personally 
came and assisted us to get over with the 
problem,” Sibulo said 

He said Marcos approved the fund alloca- 
tion for the construction of a new concrete. 
Colgante Bridge when he was forced to ally 
himself with the dictator during martial 
law. The bridge was finished in the early. 

19805. 


The best 
For Jose Obias, a married priest, the 
tragedy brought out the best among the 
Nagueños as they coped without any outside 
assistance during the first 24 hours. 

The local mass media facilitated the net- 
working of volunteers and assistance offered 
by businessmen, social workers and countless 
sympathetic individuals 

“Almost everyone in Naga City and nearby. 
towns wanted to give their share that light- 
ened up the sorrow," Obias recalled. 

Ораз believed that the tragedy forebodé 
the coming of the martial law period. Every 
time something happened during the Feast of 
Nuestra Sefiora de Pefiafrancia, an equivalent 
situation followed, he said. 

‘On one occasion, he said, the image of 
their patron saint fell into the Naga River. 
А month later, a big fire razed the pul 
market. 

But Obias was proud to say that he had not 
heard of any report that the dead were divest- 
ed ofjewe 

One victim, who was electrocuted, was 
identified through the ring he wore sever- 
al hours after the body was retrieved from 
the wreckage and laid on the concrete 
pavement. 

‘Tomas Bongalonta, 68, remembered the 
wailing, crying, screaming and the pandemo. 
nium that erupted seconds after the bridge 
fell. He was shocked by the horror unfolding 
before him. 

Bongalonta was standing about a meter 
from the edge of the bridge when he suddenly 
heard aloud boom. 

Sibulo, who was riding with local digni- 
varies in the pagoda of the Nuestra 5ейо- 
та, said the fluvial procession was imme- 
diately called off and the city officials be- 
gan the task of organizing rescue opera- 
tions. 

The tragedy could have been prevented, he 
said, but policemen could not stop the 
throngs of devotees gathering up on the 
bridge as the procession neared. The people 
did not heed the police warning of overload- 
ing the old bridge, he said. By 2 pm, the 
crowd filled up to the rafters. 

Manuel Sadiua, 69, a member of the Naga 
City Press Club, arrived several minutes after 
the bridge fell and reported the drama of res- 
cue efforts by volunteers from among the 
spectators. They grabbed and plucked out the 
victims from the wreckage. 

Sadiua lost count of the number of bod: 
ies fished out of the waters and piled up 
till the next morning. He remembered ће : 
dead being laid side by side, опа concrete ~ 
pavement of the former station site of the + 
Radyo ng Bayan, three blocks from the 
river. 

‘As darkness fell, the pall of death swept the 
city, he said. Sirens moaned and church bells. 
tolled amid the frenzy and anxiety of res- 
cuers, families of the victims, and the whole -, 
local populace i 

Fernando del Rosario, 72, said many of. + 
the victims could have been electrocuted; °° 
The live wire of decorative lights on the ~~ 
bridge snapped and fell into the river, he 
said. 

He recalled frogmen from the Philippine , 
Navy scouring the wreckage site until the last ` , 
body was retrieved late in the morning the, 
next day. D 
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MRT, LRT fare 


By Gil Cabacungan 


COMMUTERS who regularly take 
the light rail trains should hold on 
totheir seats. 

Afer electricity rates, Mala- 
cañang will remove its subsidy on 
railway transit fares once the ur- 
ban rail loop has been completed 
with the linkup of the Metro Rail 
‘Transit (MRT) with the Light Rail 
‘Transitin 2007. 

Budget Secretary Emilia Bon- 
codin told the Inquinen editorial 
staff Tuesday night that the re- 
moval of the government subsi- 


dy—pegged at P7.5 billion by the 
LRT Authority in 2003—would 
push up the LRT and MRT fares. 

Вопсойїп said the government 
could not go on subsidizing the 
fares of LRT and MRT riders for 
long because it could worsen the 
government’ fiscal crisis. 

An official of a private railway 
operator who requested anony- 
mity said the removal of the sub- 
sidy would push the average fare. 
to PAS. 

Boncodin said President Gloria. 
Macapagal-Arroyo had instructed 
the Department of Transporta- 


Suspect gets death 
for couple’s slay 


By Tarra V. Quismundo 


EMOTIONS ran high as joyful 
embraces were exchanged and 
anguished cries filled a Manila 
court room yesterday when a 
judge sentenced to death a man 
accused of robbing and Killing a 
couple in Malate, Manila, 10 
years ago. 

Manila Regional ‘Trial Court 
Branch 11 Judge Luis Arranz, the 
fifth judge to handle the case, 
handed down the maximum 
penalty for Emmanuel Paulo, 
who had faced robbery in band 
with multiple homicide and seri- 
ous physical injuries charges. 

‘The Pampanga native was 
identified by prosecution wit- 
nesses as among five armed men 
who had participated in the 

Taiwanese national Chun 
Shien’ Chang, then 27, and his 
‘wife of one year, Leonora Bedana, 
then 22, were found dead in their 
home on Unit 404 TSE and Sons 
Building, Mabini Street in Malate 
on May 7, 1994. 

Police found the couple, their 


3 arrested, 
probed for 
Rizal heists 


By Luige A. del Puerto. 


CRIMES solved? 

Police in Marikina City arrest- 
ed at dawn yesterday three men 
whom they believe are responsi- 
ble for a series of bank robberies 
and burglaries in eastern Metro 
Manila and Rizal. 

Fortunato Dilima, $4; Benjis 
Santosan, 37; and Reynaldo de 
105 Reyes, 34, all natives of Min- 
doro, were caught in the act of 
cutting the chains ofa sewing ma- 
chine store, 

“We believe they were the ones 
who robbed several establish- 
ments in eastern Metro Manila 
and Rizal,” said Sr. Supt. Felipe 
Rojas, Marikina police chief. 

‘They yielded two oxygen 
tanks, an acerylene gun, a bolt 
cutter, a steel bar, a claw and six 
38-coliber bullets, 

Police said the suspects either 
carried no guns or they managed 
to dispose of them before they 
were apprehended about 4:30 
a.m, outside Light Speed Trading 
Phils. 

They are being eyed in break- 
insatthree banks and a computer 
shop. 

Police seized from them a 
stolen Mitsubishi 1300 van (UEM 
547), It was registered to Dennis 
Mate of Muntinlupa City. 


hands and feet bound with mask- 
ing tape, blindfolded and gagged, 
with multiple stab wounds. 

‘The two also reportedly ost an 
undetermined amount of jewelry 
and other belongings. 

Cherry Torres and Melrose Chi- 
cano, friends of the couple who 
happened to be visiting that day, 
мете also stabbed by the sus- 
pects, but they lived to tell what 
they saw between 12 noon and 
early evening of May7. 

When the 26-page decision 
was read, the packed court room 
was overwhelmed by cries and 
sereams from both the Bedana 
and Paulo families. 

"My son is not to blame,” re- 
peatedly said Clarita Paulo, 
mother of the accused. She had 
testified that Emmanuel was in 
their house in Lubao, Pampanga 
when the murders took place. 

But for the Bedanas, Paulo's 
conviction was only the begin- 
ning of a long-drawn search for 
justice. 

That would end with the arrest 
of four other suspects still at 
large, they said. 


ByLeila B. Salaverria 
and Margaux C. Ortiz 


METRO Manila policemen have 
been directed to create special 
teams that would go after cell 
phone thieves in the wake of the 
growing number of killings and 
Other crimes triggered by cel 
phone robberies. (See related 
story on page A1.) 

National Capital Region Police 
Office Director Avelino Razon 
said the teams would be com- 
posed of intelligence or under- 
cover policemen, and beat patrol 


THE HOUSE of Representatives is 
probably a place where shame- 
less politicians abound. And the 
mostshameless of them allis Rep. 
‘Antonio Diaz of Zambales. 

He's so shameless that if all 
members of Congress were made 
to undergo a neuro psychiatric 
exam he would fail. 

Diaz recently announced his 
resignation because he said he 
was not named one of the House 
deputy speakers, and because he 
had not obtained his pork barrel 
funds. And then he took back his 
resignation, saying he was think- 
ing of his constituents 

In my journalistic career, in- 
cluding more than a decade of be- 
ing a radio TV talk show host, I've 
heard all kinds of stupid reasons 
from people who did” idiotic 


LADY LEGISLATORS TAKE OATH 
‘The Lady Legislators of the I3th Congress, headed by Las Piñas Rep. Cynthia A. Vilar, take their oath of. 
office before House Speaker Jose De Venecia at the House of Representatives. The group, composed of 36 
congresswomen from all over the archipelago, vows to promote the welfare of the country's neglected 
sectors, particularly the women, elderly, and the youth sectors. The new set of officers include: vice 
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tion and Communication (DOTC) 
to rush the processing and imple- 
mentation of the 5-km extension 
ofthe MRT. 

The $200-million extension 
will add three stations (Roo- 
sevelt, Balintawak and Monu- 
mento) to MRT З and connect it 
to the Monumento terminal, of 
LRT that will finally put in plice 
an interconnection of all urban 
railway projects in Metro Manila, 
including MRT 2 and MRT 4. 

DOTC Secretary Leandro Men- 
doza said he was confident the 
government would resolve all le- 


hike looms 


gal issues that has delayed the 
project, which was approved by 
the National Economic and De- 
velopment Board two years ago. 

The main issue is whether the 
private developer of MRT 3, Metro 
Rail Transit Corp, has the right to 
build the extension based on its 
supplemental agreement for its 
original project orwhetheritshould 
‘be placed on the auction block. 

А DOTC briefing report stated 
that the Department of Justice 
had recommended that MRTCs 
‘unsolicited proposal be subjected 
toa price test or Swiss challenge. 


TEARS and jubilation mixin the sala of Mani 


THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 16, 2004 


Man gets kick out 
of Pasay City robbery 


By Nancy C. Carvajal 


НЕ PREYED on the wrong victim. 

A kick in the face was what 
holdup suspect Jasper Sistoso got 
when he tried to rob Richard 
Olitres, who turned out to be a 
karate expert. 

Police said the suspect poked a 
knife at Olitres along Angeles 
Street, Pasay City, and tried to get 
the bag he was carrying. 

Olitres did not let go of his bag 
and instead gave Sistoso a kickin 


According to PO2 Marianito 
Agas, the suspect could have cho- 
sen Olitres because the bag he 
was carrying looks full and 
seemed to contain valuables. 
Olitres, according to the police 
is 5'5" tall, medium built, but has 
the physique of a person you 
would not want to mess with. 
Officer on case PO2 Marianito 
Agas said the victim is a karate 
expert and works for a security 
agency. He also trains security 
guards on martial arts and gives 
self-defense lessons. 


Judge Luis Arranz after he handed down the guilty verdict and a death sentence to Emmanuel 


Paulo (in white shirt, left), who is comforted by relatives. In the background are the relatives of murder victim Leonora Bedafia, 


Metro cops form special teams vs cell phone thieves 


‘operatives who pound the streets 
ofa town or city to provide police 
visibility. 

At the same time, Manila po- 
licemen were also directed to in- 
spect stores that sell second-hand 
cell phones as a deterrent to the 
re-sale of stolen cell phones. 

Razon, however, said the po- 
lice would not confiscate second 
hand сей phones sold unless 
there is proof that these had been 
stolen. Instead, policemen, in- 
voking their inspection powers, 
should ask store owners to show 
their license to operate, sales re- 


ceipts, and other pertinent docu- 
ments regarding their business. 

"At the moment, police inspec- 
tions are only meant to serve аза 
deterrent," he said. 

Meanwhile, despite a regula- 
tion banning the use of cell 
phones while driving in Metro 
Manila, the Metropolitan Manila. 
Development Authority cited 
"negligible apprehensions” of vi- 
olators since the regulation was 
passed in 1997. 

Records of the Makati Traffic 
Enforcement Unit, for example, 
showed that only two violators 


were caught in July and August 
ву 

"The regulation said the use of 
cell phones while driving could 
be a potential cause of road acci- 
dents. 

MMDA Traffic Operations Cen- 
ter Director Angelito Vergel de 
Dios attributed the low number 
to the enforcers’ difficulty to 
catch fast-moving vehicles. 

Most violators were private ve- 
hicle owners who used tinted cars 
and plied inner or express lanes. 

"It was hard for our enforcers 
to sce if the motorists were using. 


A shameless congressman 


things. Diaz's reason for resign- 
ing his elective post beats them 
ай. 

Diaz's dumbness is unbeliev- 
able. But dumber than him are his 
constituents in Zambales who 
elected him. He and his con- 
stituents deserve each other. 

Just because the world's great- 
est salesman, Speaker Jose de 
Venecia, promised him е 
deputy speakership and the 
promise was not fulfilled, he 


would resign? What is there in 
the deputy speakership that a guy 
would resign his elective position 
ifhedidn't get it? 

1 can understand why Diaz 
would resign because he failed to 
obtain pork barrel funds. In his 
puny mind, the "Furuseto con- 
gressman" probably thinks that 
pork barrel and legislation are 
synonymous. 

Diaz most probably suffers 
from a viral infection that affects 
the brain from eating too much 
sashimi (Japanese appetizer 
made of raw fish) at the expen- 
sive Furusato Restaurant. Imag- 
ine, according to a Senate blue 
ribbon committee report, in a 
four-month period im 1993, he 
ate 307 times at the Japanese 
restaurant 


And to top it all, he used other 
people's names, saying they were 
‘with him, so he could charge his 
eating spree to his representation 
expenses. For example, the gour- 
mand congressman said he dined 
with Deo Маса at the 
Japanese restaurant butthe radio 
commentator denied this. 

Diaz's biggest sin was not stuff- 
ing himself at the expense of the 
taxpayers but in his broadside in 
a privilege speech against well- 
known columnist Louie Beltran. 
Beltran could no longer defend 
himself from Furusato San be- 
cause he was already dead. 

Beltran had criticized Diaz's 
eating habits. 

Many citizens were incredu- 
lous over reports that congress- 


cell phones inside their cars" 
Vergel de Dios said, adding that it 
was also difficult for traffic aides 
without motorcycle units to go af- 
ter the violators. 

Traffic Enforcement Group 
chief Senior Supt. Philmore Bal- 
maceda agreed that catching cell 
phone users on the road was not 
an easy job for trafic policemen 
aswell 

“It is difficult to prove that the 
violator was using a cell phone 
unless the vehicle is stationary or 
our personnel have cameras with 
them," he said. 


men had renounced their pork 
barrel. They were right. 

The House of Representa- 
tives no longer calls it pork bar- 
rel, Congressmen and women 
call it “line-item budgeting.” 
Under this setup, legislators 
will identify the projects in 
their constituencies. 

So, tuloy ang ligaya. 

remember that at the wake of 
my close friend, Danny Heran- 
dez, who died in a taxi holdup a 
couple of years ago, some politi- 
dans promised scholarships for 
hischidrer. 

As usual, the promise was nev- 
er fulfilled. 

People who believe politicians’ 
promises are naive, to say the 
feast. 


president for Luzon Rep. Reylina Nicolas; vice president for Visayas Rep. Trinidad Apostol; vice president 
for Mindanao Rep. Corazon Malanyaon; secretary Rep. Belma Cabllao; assistant secretary Rep. Anna, 
Theresia Hontiveros-Baraquel; treasurer Rep. Lorna Silverio, auditor Rep. Nanette Castelo-Dara, PRO 
Rep. Loretta Ann Rosales and muses Rep. Emmylou Taliño-Santos, Rep. Remedios Petilla and Rep. 


Victoria Reyes. 
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THE DEPARTMENT of Transportation and 
Telecommunications (ОТС) yesterday 
warned owners of drug testing centers that it 
would revoke their accreditation if they were 
found to have accepted bribes in exchange for 
issuing clearance certificates to applicants us- 
ing prohibited drugs. 

Transport Secretary Leandro Mendoza al- 
so ordered the Land Transportation Office to 
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ensure the integrity of the government's 
drug-testing system for drivers by closely 
monitoring the operations of the test cen- 
ters. 

‘At the same time, he urged train drivers of 
the Philippine National Railways, Light Rail 
"Transit and Metro Rail Transit, as well as sea- 
farers and airline employees to submit them- 
selves to voluntary drug testing. 

Mendoza said the DOTC, together with the. 
Dangerous Drugs Board, would form a team. 


test labs 


that would go after drug testing centers sus- 
pected of participating in—instead of dis- 
couraging—criminal activities. 

Mendoza, former Philippine National Po- 
lice chief, pointed to reports that some drug 
testing centers were involved in illegal activi 
ties. 

"The DOTC chief was particularly dismayed 
by a television news report in Cebu that 
showed an applicant fora driver's license was. 
able to get a drug test certificate after he had 
assumed the identity of a dead person. 

"Drug testing centers that sell fraudulent 
results should be immediately stripped of 
their accreditation,” Mendoza said. “They 
should also be prosecuted in court for all ap- 
plicable criminal offenses in support of the 
governments anti-illegal drugs campaign." 

Earlier this year, Mendoza, together with 
the heads of the interior, health and justice 
departments, signed a memorandum for the. 
implementation of a program called "Mani 
bela Kontra Droga (Makondroga)," an anti-il- 
legal drugs campaign of the government in 
the transport sector. Mendoza said the MOU 
formalized the common vision of government. 
and private anti-illegal drugs organizations to 
cleanse the transport sector of drug depen- 
dents to prevent drug-related crimes on thor 
oughferes, airports, seaports and train sta 
tions. 

Many drivers of public utility vehicles have 
resorted to taking drugs to keep them awake 
during extended trips. Just last week, a bus 
driver and two conductors were arrested by 
the police while sniffing shabu, an illegal 
drug 

‘The LTO and the Land Transportation Fran- 
chising and Regulatory Board should 
strengthen their antidrug campaigns to fight 
the illegal drugs menace, Mendoza added. 


Road mishaps 
kill 5 in Metro 


By Tina б. Santos 


FIVE people were killed and three others were. 
seriously hurt in separate vehicular accidents. 
in Navotas and Valenzuela City Tuesday night 

Police identified the fatalities as Jaime 
Paredes St, 56, a jeepney driver, his live-in 
partner Mila Corales, 52, Mary Jane Villaflor, 
30, all of San Jose, Navotas, a certain Jeric 
Pangilinan, and a still unidentified woman, 
about 181620 years old. 

Those injured were pedicab driver Charlie 
Timog, 44, of Maypajo, Caloocan City; his 
passenger Racquel dela Cruz, 23, of Balut, 
Tondo, Manila, and one Amel Tuazon. 

Paredes, Corales, Villaflor, and the uniden- 
tified woman were in a passenger jeepney 
that was rammed by a truck head along H. 
Lopez Boulevard in Navotas at about 8:30 
pm. 


Racing on the highway 

The truck head, which is used to pull trail 
ers carrying container vans, was reportedly 
racing with another truc head when it went 
to the opposite lane and collided with the 
jeepney. 

‘The truck head also hit the pedicab driven 
by Timog. 

Police said its driver drove on after the ici 
dent, The truck is reportedly owned by КТС. 
Trucking 

їп a separate incident, two black scooter. 
each driven by Pangilinan and Tuazon, were 
facing along MacArthur Highway im 
Karuhatan, Valenzuela, when they were hit by 
a Monumento-bound Ford Fiera van. Pangili- 
пап died in the incident. 
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Perpetual, PCU in final 


GAMES TOMORROW (Ria Coliseum) 
4pam.—Porpalual vs PCU (Srs Finals) 


By Jasmine W. Payo 


THREE months ago, no one expected 
the whipping boys last season to bat- 
tle for this year's NCAA basketball 
championship crown. 

"The Philippine Christian U Dolphins and the 
University of Perpetual Help Alas yesterday com- 
pleted one of the greatest tumarounds in the 
Jeague as the 2003 doormas arranged a best-of 
three series for the championship starting tomor- 
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тон at the Rizal Coliseum. 
The Dolphins relied on Robert Sanz, who un- 
loaded his team's final 10 points to oust the de- 
fending champion Letran Knights, 85-80, in over- 
time in their playoff for the second tile berth. 
“Тт relieved. Letran is very tough,” said coach 
Loreto Tolentino, whose Dolphins are in the finals 
for the first time since joining the league in 1996. 
Ard it will be the University of Perpetual Help 
Айаз, PCUS fellow cellar dweller last year, who 
will be batting them on Friday to kick off the 
best-of three championship series. 
Senior Marcel Cuenco delivered his best per- 
formance of the season as the Aktas repulsed the 


San Beda Lions, 58-56, and secured their first fi- 
nals appearance in 15 years. 

“ic was all about heart. We were down by four 
in the final minutes but 1 told them magtiyaga 
lang (to be patient,” said coach Bai Cristobal. 

Cuenco shot 10 of his 20 points in the final 
quarter and Perpetual gota key break when Lion 
Arn Corderoblew a wide-open layup that could 
ave sent the game into overtime. 

‘The 22-year-old Sanz, who scored а game 
high 19 points, sparked a 9-4 run in the extension 
period for an 80-76 PCU lead in the final minute. 
Ronjay Enrile pulled Leran within two, 82-80, in 
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RP CAGERS UNDERGO MILITARY TRAINING 


‘The RP Cebuana Lhuillier national men’s basketball team recently underwent an overnight boot camp 
and teambuilding training at Sangley Point in Cavite with the National Special Warfare Group as part of 
the team's physical training. The Nationals are shown doing the tire exercise leg of the obstacle course. 


Tams 
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seek final 


slot vs Warriors 


GAMES TODAY (Phsports) 
2pm.—UST vs La Sale (rs) 


But FEU coach Koy Banal dis- 
misses the idea when his defend- 
ing champion Tamaraws clash 
with the youthful University of 
the East Warriors in the semifinals 
of the UAAP senior basketball 
toumament today at the 
Philsports Arena. 

As the top team in the elimina- 
tions, the Tamaraws only have to 


Laguna Spring edges Tribu POC PRESIDENCY 


STA. CRUZ, Laguna—Spring Cooking Oil- 
backed Laguna Spring nipped Tribu Sugbu 
(Cebu Tribes) in overtime, 76-75, Tuesday to 
claim the first semifinal slot in the North divi- 

"sion of the NBC (National Basketball Confer- 

ence) national championship at the RECS 

“Complex here 
= With Nani Epondulan going scoreless, big 
man Chris Corbin stepped up and powered 
the Spring of NBC president Nathaniel “Tac” 
Padilla and Laguna Gov. Teresita "Ningning" 
Lazaro to a revenge win over the Cebuanos, 
who edged them 82-80 in double overtime in 
their first meeting at ће Cebu Coliseum. 

The Tribes were hampered by the loss of 

-main man Jojo Tangkay, who re-injured his 
Jeft knee early in the first quarter. 


"The boys are finally playing as one uni 
said Spring playing coach Mike Buendia. 
"Chris (Corbin) had a breakout game, and the. 
other guys ably backed him up." 

Tr was the eighth win in 13 games for 
Spring in the tourney sponsored by Panason- 
ic, Spring Cooking Oil, PCSO, Sulpicio Lines, 
Natures Spring Mineral Water, Cebu Ferries, 
Air Philippines, Supercat, Skygo Motorcycles, 
‘Trans-Asia, Accel and Molten. 

Dante Elim's triple sent the game into over- 
time at 66-66. Then Danny Capobres went to 
work to give Spring а 75-70 advantage. 

‘Action continues today with the Cebuanos, 
still the league's top team at 10-3, facing the 
Batangas 29ers at 6 p.m. at the Lipa Cultural 
Covention Center. 


Peping’s bid gets 


By Marc Anthony Reyes 


WITH AN indirect endorsement com- 
ing from First Gentleman Mike Ar- 
Toyo, equestrian president Jose 
“Peping” Cojuangco yesterday said he 
would take on the challenge of 
breathing new life to Philippine 
sports as president of the Philippine. 
Olympic Committee. 

‘Cojuangco said he would soon come 
‘out with his platform to revive RP sports 
inthe wake ofthe recent Olympie misad- 
venture in Athens where the Philippines. 


A brand-new La Salle 


‘THEY KEPT driving, and that’s what made the 

Green Archers of La Salle very much superior 
over the Blue Eagles of Ateneo two days back. 

This particular Tuesday La Salle was doing 
what it knows best: pierce the lanes. Gerwin 
Gaco, Joseph Yeo, Mark Cardona, Mark Lester 
Benitez, everybody was into it. 

Slash the paint. 

Crash the baseline. 

Barrel from the key. 

For La Salle, that's ће way to do it: Drive for 
the basket like the speed demons of Formula 1. 

‘Ob, yes, there was one more. The Archers were 
„hitting fastbreaks at the slightest opportunity. 

"Who said the fastbreak is passé? 

In Athens, America's NBA stars forgot about 
the fastbreak altogether and they got summarily 
‘ousted. as Olympic champions. The NBA has 
been so used to methodology that when its play- 
'ers retumed to the Olympiad, they ran smack in- 
sto something akin to the game but, unfortunate- 
-ly not anymore to them: thefastbreak. 

1 "Franz Pumaren, the extremely talented La 

Salle coach, is teaching our UAAP coaches a les- 
son by going back to a basic tenet of the game. 
‘Fastbreaks, when executed properly can be 
deadlier than triples. 

"This particular Tuesday, La Salle must have 
scored on a bundle of fastbreaks in bearing Ate- 
neo, breaking the spirit of the Eagles. 

La Salles win was its seventh straight, dupli- 
cating in the process Ateneo's seven-game streak 
inthe first round. 

Now which team appears ready to stash away 
the UAAP crown? 

Tä say La Salle. 

Everybodys now saying it: Ateneo had 
peaked too soon with that 7-0 rout ofthe opposi- 
tion in thefirst round. 

Everybody’s now saying it: La Salle is just- 


SPECTATOR fa 
B 


AI S. Mendoza [| 97 


starting to peak. 
їп their first game, Ateneo rallied from 15 
points down to defeat La Sale. 
In their retum bout, La Salle unleashed a new 
weapon: Jump the gun on Ateneo with blinding 
speed from all over The Archers won running 


away 

їп the playoff for second in this particularly 
Tuesday La Salle simply xeroxed its previous 
game plan to rout Ateneo ina manner as though 
the Blue Eagles had gone to war like soldiers 
withouta leader 

The score graphically illustrated it: 82 La 
Salle, 69 Ateneo. 

The Eagles were pathetic, to say the least. 
‘Save for LA Tenorio and Paolo Bugia, everybody 
groped for baskets like blind fishermen. 

They looked lost almost all throughout. 

They seemed unprepared for la Salles 
kamikaze attack, had no answer to the Archers 
wind-powered, daredevil strategy that defied 
conventions. 

last year, Ateneo beat La Salle twice in the 
eliminations. Game 1 was a rout, 8268. In 
Game 2, Ateneo won, 98-89. 

їп their playoff, La Salle stole a 76-72 win in 
‘overtime, with Archer Joseph Yeo firing 31 
points. Then Ateneo got back at La Salle, 74-68, 
before losing its crown to Far Easter Universi 

This year, the odds now favor La Salle over 


‘Ateneo in the semifinals as the Eagles face the 
formidable job of beating the Archers twice to 
make itto the finals anew. 

For La Salle, it only needs to defeat Ateneo on 
Sunday to advance. 

Inthe other half of he draw, FEU is heavily fa- 
vored to clinch the first finals berth today when it 
battles surprise Final 4 entry University of the 
East. To stay alive, UE, coached by Franzs 
younger brother, Dindo, must win to force a 
knockout. 

‘The UAAP has become so interesting even the 
possibility of a Pumaren versus Pumaren soe- 
nario, remote as it may seem, has gripped the 


league. 

T that should happen, it be а repeat of last 
years Banal versus Banal in the UAAP Finals, 
‘with Koy Banal of FEU winning over Joel Banal 
of Ateneo. 

In any ball game, anything can happen. Re- 
‘member America in Athens, 

Ав for Ateneo, well, its been happening. I is 
oniy now that the loss of Larry Fonaciez the chief 
Eagle, due to injury early in the tournament has 
started o tell on Ateneo. 

Sail and ай, if Ateneo beats La Salle on Sun- 
day it bea new scrip altogether. 

‘But for that to happen, Ateneo has to find first 
the antidote to La Salles sudden penchant for 
the run-and-gun, the almost forgotten weapon. 

Otherwise, the Eagles could kiss their title 
hopes goodbye on Sunday. 


FASTBREAK. The Uwak Ladies Club of Wack 
Wack will hold its third annual tournament to- 
day Sekda Santos, a respected leader of the cub, 
has made sure the day will be filed with thrill 
and drama. She said itd be a day of fun, too, 
‘hat with the many prizes and giveaways that 
амай the paricipants. All he best, Selda! 


> Former star returns 
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А VETERAN football 
known for her heroics six years 
ago returns to the fold of the 
country's national team to partic- 
ipate in the Asean Football Feder- 
ation’s 2004 Women’s Champi- 


onship next month. 
Karem Esteva, who 
for the national squad 


‘Asian Women’s Championships, 
is expected to arrive on Sept. 24 


to rejoin the national 
having migrated to 


where she picked up a couple of 


coaching chores. 
Esteva was named 


top players in that 1998 meet. 

RP womens team manager 
Mari Martinez has expressed his 
satisfaction over the develop- 
ment, saying Esteva will be a big 


boost to the team that will com 
pete in Ho Chi Minh City in Viet- 
пат. 

Esteva is the daughter of for- 
mer football standout Raffy Este- 
va—who starred for the La Salle 
and Meralco champion squads in 
the 19705. 

She has been the coach the past 
two years of the fifth and sixth 
grade coed teams of the Columbia 
Grammar and Preparatory School, 
where she is a second grade teach- 
e 

Esteva curently plays in an adult 
menis league called “Urban Soccer" 
in New York Ciy where she lives. 

The RP women’s team is 
presently training at Фе 
Philsports pitch with head coach 
Marlon Maro. 


player 


last starred 
inthe 1998 


squad after 
New York, 


one of the 


Paragua shares lead 


FILIPINO International Master 
Mark Paragua beat Russian GM 
‘Andrey Nikitin in the sixth round 


and then drew with 


Oglobin to gain a piece of the lead 
їп the 2nd Alushta GM Tourna- 


ment in Alushta, 


Paragua pushed his total to 5.0 


points, the same output of Rus- 
sian IMs Sergey Vokarev and 
lessander Obukhov, and moved 
loser to the norm that would 
earn him his grandmaster title. A 
player needs to score at least 11 
points in this Category IX event to 
obtain a GM result. 


п lay 


Ukraine, 


again filed to win a medal 

“There's one thing sure, that there will 
һе no tuming back for me. 1 am taking 
this challenge, not by personalities but by 
the task of working for Philippine spot,” 
said Cojuangco. “Its time to do some- 
thing for sports, we are so behind (in 
sports development)" 

Cojuangeos POC bid got a big boost 
from Ме Arroyo, who stopped short of 
campaigning for him after inducing yes- 
terday the officials ofthe Philippine Ama- 
teur Track and Field Association led by 
president Go Teng Kok at the Century 


prevail in the 4 p.m. match to 
reach the finals for the second 
straight year. 

“Coach Dindo (Pumaren) has 
donea wonderful job at UE. At the 
start, many doubted his team. But 
he erased all that. They're ready 
going into the Final Four. They 
have that aggressiveness and they 
have nothing to lose,” said Banal. 

But UE's feisty attitude can eas- 
ily be handled by FEU's stellar 
lineup. 

The Tamaraws, who topped the 
eliminations with an 11-3 record, 
are led by No. 1 MVP candidate 
Arwind Santos (13.5 points per 


game, 10.3 rebounds per game) 
and point guard Dennis Miranda 
(11.6 ppg, 4.6 assists per game). 

And they also count on players. 
who were part of FEU's champi- 
onship run last year like RJ Riza- 
dá, Don Yabut, Mark Isip and Jeff 
Chan. 

A UE win is not discounted 
however after the Warriors defied 
the experts by finishing fourth 
with an 8-6 slate, 

Whatever happens, we got 
eight wins and it's already a good 
achievement for us,” said rookie 
coach Dindo Pumaren, Jasmine 
W. Payo 


FG nod 


Park Sheraton. 

“Maybe, it would take а politician to 
finally unite Philippine spons; said Ar- 
Toyo in his brief postinduction remark, 
obviously referring to Cojuangco, a for 
mer Tarlac congressman. 

Arroyo added that the county will 
“host the 2005 Southeast Asian Games 
whether we Ше it or not even as he as- 
sured the government сап rase P700 
milion for the biennial event. Cojuangco 
added that he has received an offer from 
а Canadian fim to build a 10,500-seater 
stadium for the 2005 Games. 


= s 


SPORTSWATCH 


4title bouts to mark Papa's b-day 

FOUR Worl Boxing Foundation championship bouts wil be held on Sep 25 
atthe Borde baroom in Paraaque to mark the 100 birh anniversary of 
Lope Papa" Sarreal, the acknowledged Grand ОЮ Man of Philippine Boxing. 
Promoter Gabriel "Bebot" Borde Jr, grandson of the late promoter-mach- 
тайм, announced yesterday that the event dubbed as "WBF Showdown." wil 
ve World Boning Foundation president Mick Croucher ot Australa as a spe- 
Cal guest. ате who died nine years ago, is credited for producing 22 word 
‘crampons, including his welloved son-n av, Fash Borde One of the main 
fights features Filipino Sukarno Banjo, WBF No. 10, against Indonesias Yong- 
‘Walia, WBF No. 8, tor the vacant уме throne. Another match-up pis 
Filipino Rey Pelonia, WBF No. 10, against indon Ferri Wirawan, WBF No. 9, for 
the welterweight title. The other title fights will feature all-Filipino clashes for the 
Super fyweight and minimurmweiht ез. Mark Sales and Celso Danggod 
trade punches for the super y crown, whe Benjie Бога takes on Rey Orais 
fortherrinimumweigh tra San Lagumbay, Contrutor 


Forest Hills 5th Chairman’s Cup 

ABIGGER fed taster pace of play, and fabulous гае praes are in the 
offing as the Sth Chairman's Cup starts today at the Forest Hils бо ала 
Country Ciub in Antipolo Ciy. Sun Cellar nd Golforc inc. are co-spon- 
soring the annual aa, which has attracted more than 400 players and 
quests and wil be played at the par-71 Jack Nickiaus-designed course. 
Shotgun tee-off starts at 8 am. Club chair анус Ferdinand Santas and 
‘ther club directors and ofcers wil hit the ceremonial als with special 
Guests Rizal Gov Casimiro “о” Vnares and Antipolo Cty Mayor Angelito 
Galabayan. The event stakes a brand-new Mitsubishi Lancer 1.6 GLX, а 
"Wison golf set and P100,000 as hole-in-one prizes. 


Mariano skipping national chessfest 
GRANDMASTER Nelson Mariano II, citing “unjust and unfair policies" of 
the National Chess Federation of the Philippines, yesterday announced 
that he would not be competing in the national chess championships 
scheduled to open on Saturday in Tagaytay Ciy. "Because of unjust and 
Unfair policies (of the NCFP), there is no use f playing when there is no 
level playing feld.” said the 29-year-old Mariano, who became the coun- 
ys fith ала test grandmaster when he earned is third and final ВМ 
norm in the Asean Chess Masters Congress in Bangkok, Thaland, ast 
"uy. The NCFP announced reenty it planned to seed International Mark 
Paragua, who is competing in Europe to complete his GM norm, to the 
6th World Chess Olympiad starting Oct. 13 in Majorca, Spain 


UM, CEU try to forge title clash 

‘ONE game ata time. That's the mantra University of Manila, already 
with the longest winning streak in local collegiate basketball history, 
Wil flow when i faces Pamantasan ng Lungsod ng Pasay today for a 
паі berth in the National Athletes Association of Schools, Colleges 
and Universities (Naascujt the Rizai Coliseum. The Hawks, who have 
won 69 straight games since the league began in 2001, won't take 
Chances against the Eagles, who are expected to go ай out to avenge an 
86-72 loss in Game 1 of their best-of-three Final Four encounter. Later 
in the бау. St. Ciare College o Caloocan will try to bounce back and 
Square its own series with Game 1 tormentor Centro Escolar University 
atthe UM Gym. UM wil bank on Jovit Gomez from Bulan, Sorsogon, 
Who is averaging 19 poins per game, Ryan Regalado from Virac, 
Catanduanes, who averages 16 points per game, and 6-2 small forward 
Gener Bernados, ot Morong. Bataan. UM president and lawyer Ernesto 
delos Santos expressed confidence ihat the Hawks wil eventually score 
sweep in clinching teir fourth straight tie. Mare Anthony Reyes 


Rotary badminton tourney slated 
THE SECOND Rotary International District 3830 badminton tournament 
1 wil be held on Sept. 18 and 19 at the Yonex Philippines Badminton 
| Center. Rotarians, family members and Rotaractors from the more than 
70 Rotary Clubs that comprise the district are expected to compete n 
this tournament with RC Макай Metro as host club and SMART Com- 
munications Inc. as major sponsor. 
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IOC PRESIDENT BRIEFING: International Olympic Committee 

| president Jacques Rogge (right) talks with ASTC president Yu Kyung 
Sung and athlon Association of the Philippines president Tom. 

| Carrasco le) during the recent Athens ypc 
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Bibat still up in Singapore 


Juvic paces qualifiers 


By Musong R. Cas 


team event after Tommy Manotoc 

carded a 74. 

MICHAEL Bibat kept his “The team championship ends to- 

poise despite two weather day in the island course battered by LIVE on 

delays and carded a two- heavy rains and playing is toughest 

under-par 70 yesterday to wihwinishowingionaloe: | DREAM GOLF 

(ean evaluation se- 
keep the overall lead after jes for the RP Mod Апаш | Бері. 17-20,2004 
‘Amateur golfchampionship ‘a Jw Penso all but аА ЕЕ 
wrapped upthefistofthreesltsto. |= DREAM satelite TV Channel 49 

at the tough Serapong lay- Puerto Rico after a 65 at Aguinaldo Bape 17: 4:0 ee OOD: 

out of the Sentosa golfclub. boosted him way out front with just oder penes 
The 20-year-old, 6-foot-2 rookie 36 holes to go. 

in the Puta Cup ens team shot The 26year-old RP No. 1 tumed 

nines of 35-35 and now has а 136 {па 33-32 card and now has а 417 

total, seven strokes ahead of Singa- — total after six rounds, 11-under, and 

porean Choo Tze Huang as even as 16 strokes clear of new second plac- 

his teammate Boyet Saragoza ег Jun Bemis, who tallied a level 68 

dropped out of second afteran 82. at the short military course. 
Saragoza, whose 72 on Tuesday Bibat, whose scores in Singapore 

put him in second place, gave back count in the NGAP evaluation series 

eight shots in the last five holes, but here, is actually running second be- 

the Philippines still leads in the hind Pagunsan with a 430 total. 


PBL 
holds 
rookie 
camp 


‘THE PHILIPPINE Bas- 
ketball League wil 
hold a oneday aspi- 


um, the league office 
announced yesterday. 
The camp will serve 
те отот 
coming pl № 
Sa. or the rookie ~ | PREMIERE THEATRE 
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Positive FEEDBACK 
HAS TReMeNDOUS 
eFFect on one's 
Seir-esteem? 
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HOROSCOPE 


BY FRANCIS DRAKE 


YOU BORN TODAY: You are a kind, generous person. People are lucky to know you. You are patient and ambi- 
tious (a rare combination). You like to take risks, because you need to chase your dreams. You will not let ob- 
stacles deter you. It's important to work hard this year to build and construct new things. 


Birthdate of 
ARIES (March 21 to 
‘April 19): You can make 


very sensible, practical 
decisions at work today. 
‘Trust your judgment. 
Discussions with older, more expe- 
rienced people also go very well 
TAURUS (April 2010 
© May 20): You might 
guidance to children or. 
a younger person to- 
day. Alternatively, you might make 


have an opportunity to 
give some serious 
long-range plans concerning chil- 
dren, 


eter Falk, actor; Molly Shannon, actress; В.В. King, musician. 


GEMINI (May 21 to 
June 20): You have 

good long-range ideas 
about using the finan- 


cial resources available 


to you for your family and your. 


home. Discuss practical arrange- 
ments with family members. 
CANCER (June 21 to 
July 22): Your thinking 
is grounded ina practi 
cal way. You see what 
needs to be done now 
and in the future, you're not afraid 
to tackie the job. You're realistic 
and in touch with common sense. 


DAiLY CROSSWORD 
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LEO (July 23 to Aug. 
22): This is a good day 
to figure out your fi- 
nances and project 
what you can achieve 

in the long run. Your thinking is 

clear, steady and detail-oriented. 

You won't overiook anything. 


VIRGO (Aug. 23 to 


+9) Sept. 22): You havean 

я order state of mind 
today and good selt- 

discipline. That makes 

this an excellent day for getting 

things done. Do anything that re- 
quires steady concentration. 
L trivial things today. 

You're wiling to work. 


{or tomorrow's rewards. (This atti- 
tude will pay off!) 


LIBRA (Sept. 23 to Oct. 
22): You don't want to 
indulge in frivolity or 


SCORPIO (Oct. 2310 
Nov. 21): This isan ex- 
cellent day to seek ad- 
vice from someone old- 
'eror more experienced. 
You might receive guidance about 
a specific subject or about lite in 

general. 


e 


SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22 
to Dec. 21): Think 
about your long-term 
career direction. If you 
know where you want 
tobe in 10 years, or in five years, 
or in one year, then you will know 


what to do this week. 
a) teacher or an expert in 
some field today. If you. 
have this opportunity, isten care- 
fully, because you could leam 
something important and valuable 


toyou. 
Shared responsibilities 


for someone or some- 


thing. Decide how joint property 
and money will be shared. 


CAPRICORN (Dec. 22 
to Jan. 19): You might 
be abile to talk toa 


AQUARIUS (Jan. 20 to 
Feb. 18): Take care of 
red-lape details about 


You want to 
have some kind guar- 
antee that a partnership 
wil work. But this kind 
of guarantee is impossible. Eve 

Thing about one's future is unc 
tain, because no one really knows. 
what the future holds. 


DIVINE COMEDY 


How VOMAS 
CoMTSucipe. 
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Aga and Charlen 


1 MISSED the interview with Tita 
Nena (Amalia Fuentes) on “S- 
Files” last Sunday but I heard that 
it sparked speculations that the 
marriage of her nephew Aga and 
Charlene Muhlach is on the 
rocks. I tried to get in touch with 
Charlene but couldn't reach her. 

1 texted Liezl Martinez, Aga's 
cousin, and asked what the real 
score is. She texted back: “It’s su- 
per not trueat alll” 

T's an open secret that Tita Ne- 
na and Aga are not exactly on 
good terms. I would like to think 
that what they have is disguised 
lambing. 

1 used to hang out a lot and 
sleep over at Tita Мела place 
(since Liezl is like а sis to me and 
my mom and Tita Nena were the 
best of friends) so I saw how she 
looked out for Aga. Itsaddens me 
to see that external factors have 
come between them. If you take 
away all the “externals” and Tita 
Nena and Aga would just go back 
to the basics of family, I'm sure 
they will be able to iron things 
ош. 

Perhaps Tita Nena just wants 
to make her presence felt in Ава 
life and remind him 
how it was when 
there were mot too 
many "characters" 
around him yet. 

Aga and Charlene 
both come from bro- 
ken families. They 
know what they have 
missed so they will 
try even harder not 
to deprive their own 
kids of the joy of 
growing up in a 
healthy family envi- 
ronment. 35 pm bom XS pm p 

Asabachelor asa FA ee THE TERMINAL 


has lived it up al a Nd el 
ready, so Lsee no rea- - 


son why he should 7 = MIND HUNTERS 
stray now. And if әт ipm 55pm 815 pm 
there's one thing I 
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Daricing” to invite [d Dec 11, JULIO IGLESIAS CONCERT 
Dec 25 DISNEY ON ICE: Princess Classics 
стт 


Dotty 
Моор 


Dolly Апп 
Carvajal, 


around. For lessons and inspira- 
tion, he turns to his hosting 
icons. "T look up to Cito Beltran. 
and Boy Abunda. They're intelli- 
gent hosts because they read a 
Jot. | think that’s very impor- 
tant” 

He is also learning a lot in his 
booming business venture, 
Thumbs Up! Ice cream which 
now has 30 outlets nationwide. It 
offers five different ice cream fla- 
vors that can be enjoyed for only 
P25 im the worlds smallest 
cones. 

For franchise inquiries 
Thumbs Up!, call 687-4373. 


MTV Style Awards 

MTV is bringing together the 
country’s coolest and classiest 
personalities at the MTV Style 
Awards. The ultra-chic event will 


Frenet, 
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me to interview her 
оп the show about 
her upcoming wed- 
ding with Aga. She 
said, "Aga and I have 
been friends for the 
longest time. When it 
hit us, we knew for 
sure it would be for 
keeps. No doubts 
crossed our minds 
that we want to 
spend eternity to- 
gether” 

Maybe they have 
spats every now and 
then just like any 
other couple but 
those just serve as 
“renewals” of love to 
make their bond 
stronger. They were 
bombarded with in- 
trigues when they 
‘were about to tie the 
knot. They could 
have given up before. 
but they held on to 
their love, against all 
odds. So what makes 
theirdetractors think 
Aga and Charlene 
will give up now that 
they have come this 
far? 
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RUMOR is spreading [зенне 
like wildfire that 
Claudine Barretto is 
pregnant. 

Her sis Marjorie 
clarified to me that 
there's no truth to it 
at all. Claudine just 
happens to be play- 
ing a pregnant wom- 
an in her fantaserye 
“Marina,” Is prepos. 
erous to conclude 
that she's infantic. 
pating in real life as 
well 
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Dom's business 
WHAT drives Do- 
minic Ochoa? 

He never tires of 
pushing himself 
constantly _ honing 
his craft and polish- 
ing his skills with ev- 
ery new project. 

"These days, the ac- 
tor is reinventing 
himself as а TV host. 
After months of host- 
ing "EK Channel" 
Dom says he is still 
feeling his way 
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ENTERTAINMENT. 
e against all odds 


honor the country’s purveyors of 
standout style in fashion, music, 
movies, TV, business, sports, and 
polities through an extravagant 
show featuring Bamboo, Jay-R, 
Artstrong, Orange and Lemons, 
‘The Late Isabel, and Radioac- 
tiveSagoProject. 

Until Sept. 20, 2004, fashion- 
istas and fans can vote for their 
favorite nominees in eight cate- 
gories. Here are the nominees for 
the people's choice awards: 

‘Most Influential International 
Arist: Beyonce Knowles, Jen- 
mifer Lopez, Lenny Kravitz, 
Britney Spears, Avril Lavigne. 


Favorite МТУ — Rockstyle 
(Male): Bamboo Mafialac, Rico 
Blanco, Karl Roy, Christian 
Bautista, Jay-R. 

Favorite MTV Divastyle: Bar- 
bie Almabis, Wawi Navarroza, 
Regine Velasquez, Cynthia 
Alexander, Grace Nono. 

Favorite Stylish Leading Lady: 
Aubrey Miles, Claudine Barret- 
to, Angel Aquino, Regine Ve- 
lasquez, Kris Aquino. 

Favorite Stylish Leading Man: 
Jericho Rosales, Piolo Pascual, 
‘Aga Muhlach, Diether Ocampo, 
Richard Gomez. 
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MAX STUDIES TINT EVENT 
Sao 1510 Groene 3 Pa) 


Diether Осатро, 
Kris Aquino and Boy 
Abunda, Mare Nel- 
Dyan 


at REP's GLOBE THEATER - August 7 to December 12. 2004. 
TRADE HALL FOR EXHIBITS, EVENTS AND MORET 


For mauines and booknas please call 750-4982 to 84 


FREE 
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Subscribe to 
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Favorite Stylish 
Power Player-Mal 


Francis Escudero, 
Lito Atienza. 

Favorite stylish 
Power — Player-Fe- 
male: Loren Legar- 
da, Imee Marcos, 
Ces Drilon, Imelda 

+ Marcos, Gina de 
Venecia. 

There are four 
easy ways to vote for 
your favorite MTV 
Style Awards nomi- 
nees: via e-mail by 
sending your votes to 
mtystyleawards@mtv- 
asia.com; fax your 
votes to 325-IMTV 
or 325-1688; via 
SMS (for both Smart 
and Globe sub- 
scribers) by sending 
MIVSTLE шю 
29768; or log on to 
Wwwwpinoyex- 
change.com/mtv. 

For feedback, e- 
mail 
friends _elpueblo@ya- 
"hoo.com. or 
dollyanneGtruefaith 
band.com 


CBCP 
sets 
2nd 


From page A27 


00 - 4:00 PM 


ers happening ih your 
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à. Lovenall!: 


The viewing public 
is concerned and im- 
patient, and awaits 
the festivals hopeful- 
ly enlightened те 
sponse and deci- 
sion—surely, before 
the end ofthe month? 


Wedding Expo 
FROM 10 a.m. to 8 
pm. Sept. 18 and 19 
at the Wack Wack 
Golf and County 
Club, a theme party 
and wedding expo 
will be held to show- 
case the latest fash- 
ions, decorators, 
planners, photogra- 
phers, party hosts, 
vacation getaways 
and entertainment. 
Schedule of spe- 
cial events: Sept. 18 
at 6 pom, "Kasalan, 
Kasiyahan Афр," а 
bridal fashion show. 
At 10 р. "Let's Get 
Elemental,” a muli 
media art party with 
а musical perfor- 
mance by Elemento. 
Sep. 19 at 10 
am., children’s en- 
tertainment with 
bubble show, games, 
storytelling, yoyo 
demonstration, arts 
and crafts, mad sci- 
ence and hair and 
body painting. Call 


o pin 819-1497. 
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LAST June, we conceptualized and 
helped facilitate a Catholic TV Advocacy 
seminar for the Office on Women of the 
Catholic Bishops’ Conference of the 
Philippines. We did so because television. 
has become the most powerful and influ- 
ential medium in this country and yet as 
many current TV programs sh 

dustry's ethical direction is disturbingly 
offtangent. 

We expected some 30 people tosign up 
for the seminar, but we were surprised 
when 60 showed up. To our mind, this in- 
dicated that many Catholici are con- 
сетей about the way TV here is progress- 
ing or retrogressing, 
and feel the need to 
help make sure that it 
engenders positive ~ 
rather than negative 
values in our viewers, 
especially the vulner- 
able and impression- 
able youth. 

AS the seminar 
progressed, that con- 
сет was expressed 
їп greater detail, and 

telling urgency. 
The * people taking 
the seminar were a 
mix of parents, edu- 
cators, religious, lay 
leaders, media pro- 
fessionals and stu- 
dents. They were ea- 
ger to learn how the. 
TV medium worked 
їп the local context, 
and how it utilized its 
unique strengths to 
exert such a potent 
influence on the 
viewing nation. 

‘Armed with th 
knowledge and un- 
derstanding, they felt 
that they were better 
prepared to evaluate 
the positive and neg- 
ative effects of local 
TV shows, which 
they proceeded to 
critique from a more 
realistic and in- 
formed perspective. 

They then proceed. 
ed to write letters to 
newspapers, the net- 
works and advertisers 
to either praise or eit 
iie what they 
watched on the tube, 
with the view in mind 
of making the TV in- 
dusty realize that 
Viewers here һай 
ceased to be passive 
and easy to manipu- 
lae and now de- 
manded their rightful 
say in the nature and 
quality of the shows 
they would allow into 
their homes. 
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Sterling Campus Idol will be held at San 
Beda College on Mendiola Avenue. 
There are two categories for both high 


school and college levels, for solo singer 
and hip-hop group. Call 886-4407. 
"The Sterling Campus Idol search is 
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produced by DL Media Focus Interna- 


creative director. 


MMFF decision awaited 
ITS BEEN weeks since com- 


Is it because a "power 


sion-makers will rise above subjective most truly powerful consider 
considerations and realize, по matter if 
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CBCP sets second Catholic TV Advocacy seminar Sept. 17-18 


ul" producer is belatedly and retroactively, that truth, 
ith TV director Pat Perez as involved? We trust that the festivals deci- 


fairness, objectivity and justice are the 
s of al 
своте 


plaints have been advanced re- 
garding what is perceived to 
be the flawed selection process 
of the 2004 Metro Manila Film. 
Festival. As of this writing, 
however, no official response 
has been forthcoming from the 
film fest's executive commit- 
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Going even fur 
ther, the CBCP Office. 
оп Women formed а 
TY Advocacy group 
that would officially 
critique local TV 
shows for wide dis 
semination, and even 
originate worthy pro- 
ductions of its own. 

The first seminar 
was so successful and. 
effective that some 
participants went on 
to form adjunct advo- 
cacy groups in their 
own schools, organi- 
zations and offices, 
thus expanding the 
reach of the new 
movement for TV re- 
forms. 

There was also а 
clamor for another 
Catholic TV Advocacy 
initiative so the Office. 
on Women spear 
headed by Dr. Ze 
da V Rotea has asked 
us to facilitate anoth- 
er seminar on Sept. 
17and 18 (this Friday 
and Saturday) at the 
CBCP compound in 
Intramuros. Ой 
source persons im 
dude acclaimed 
завету director Leo 
Rialp, psychologist- 
educator Lorenzo S. 
Abacan, and a panel 
of young viewers. 

Catholics who be- 
lieve in ће impor 
tance of TV and the. 
need for concerned 
and enlightened 
viewers to give it an 
ethical perspective 
are urged to take the 
seminar Call 527- 
1925, 527.8081 or 
0927-644-7300. 
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tions for the first 
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Я gave birth during conference call 


Yilmaz was on the speaker phone, shouting ‘Push! Push!’ 
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“LORAN” means beautiful in Kurdish, says 
Ruffa (with her first-born Lorin) of her second 
daughter's name. 
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By Marinel R. Cruz 
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CUSTOMER SERVICE HOTLINE: 729-7777 


RUFFA Gutierrez gave birth to her second ba- 
by in California while she was on a three-way 
conference call with her husband Yilmaz Bek- 
tas, his mother and his grandmother who 
were all in Turkey. 

Ruffa told оға Entertainment that Yil- 
maz was with her throughout the delivery, 
“shouting ‘Push! Push!’ through the speaker 
phone.” 

“I even passed the phone to the doctor 
while she was cleaning me so Yilmaz could 
hear the baby" Ruffa shared in a phone inter 
view last Monday. 

Yilmazs mother, Nurhan Celik, and his 
grandmother were оп а three-way conference 
сай with her and Yilmaz during the delivery 
last Sept. 11 at the Cedars-Sinai Medical Cen- 
terin Los Angeles, California. 
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Likea cow 

Ruffa said her epidural anesthesia ran out a 
few minutes before she gave birth. She said it 
took awhile for new medicine injected to her 
to take effect, "so Iwas screaming like a cow!" 

“Thank God Venice was only 5.3 Ibs,” she 
said, "Itwas really painful." 

Her mother Anabel and brother Elvis ar- 
rived in. A. Monday night (Tuesday morning 
їп Manila), "so I have tons of help Ruffa said. 

She said she's been busy "playing super 
mom” since she gave birth, spending time 
with her first-born, Lorin, who turned 1 last 
Aug. 3, while taking care of her newborn. 

She said she and Yilmaz have decided to 
name their second daughter Venezia Loran 
Bektas. 

"Loran means beautiful in Kurdish,” Ruffa 
told IngumeR Entertainment оп the phone. 
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“HOME SALE RAFFLE 


Get a chance to win an overnight stay for 4 at Parque Espafia 


with a minimum purchase of P5,000 from any participating 
t home store from Sept 15.— Oct 3, 2004 II YVYYYTYNYYVEYTYVYVYTYUNVYTWVYVYYYTVTVTVUYyVTWN Тһе actress had given birth three weeks 
ahead of schedule. Mother and daughter 
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FOR THE DO-IT-ALL WOMAN maz to arrive from 


Turkey “anytime this 
at the 3rd level, Chef's Avenue 
эъ ‘an үкү 1 ү Ur q Y week,” said Ruffa. 

HOME CRAFTING DEMO | MERK'$ 2nd ANNIVERSARY PRESENTATION “Just сай me Venice 
by Heavenly Stitchin’ Moments / я for short," Ruffa, in a 
Puzzle Dazzle xod text message, said of 
SERTIEICIAL FLOWER: hs Up Ck EP i her new baby's name. 
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ARRANGEMENT SEMINAR) `- Р ыш Шш он 
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*1 didn't think 1d. 
Songs give bint on the 
е 11th,” Ruffa recalled. 
“On 'the evening of 
“Angel of the Night" Sept. 10, 1 was just 
елы home, 1 just took а 

shower and di 
of love want to stand up any- 
more. 1 was talking 
оп the phone with à 
"To " friend when 1 
b dun laughed and 1 felt à 
gush of water. When 1 
stood up, more water 
‘Musical Director is our own LORRIE ILUSTRE =" down my 
Ruffa called her 
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nurse and Jun Lalin 
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For information сай or text: 0917-7052250 / 09178504017 wasa false alarm, 


o The actress said 
Tel Mo: 1574720 / 1574721 she would be back in. 


the Philippines as 
CALL CUSTOMGR SERVICE ‘Angelo Baffs performance бие in Молда is brought to you by Trademerk Concepts, Inc, BMG Records soon as she recovers. 
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Developed and managed by Ayala Land, Inc. Another retail innovation. 
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USINESS 


By Michelle V. Remo and Carlito Pablo 


‘THE COUNTRY’S public sector debt wil! be reduced by more 
than P1 trillion once the government finishes recomputing 
the debt figure based on a new accounting system, the adop- 
tion of which is intended to rectify what the finance depart- 
ment considered as “double-counting” done in the past. 

lion, would be reduced to below 
100 percent of GDP or lower than. 


‘An official from the Depart- 
ment of Finance (DOF) said the 
consolidated public sector debt, 
which was earlier reported to 
have reached 137.5 percent of 
the country’s gross domestic 
product (GDP), or Р5.912 tril- 


Cell phone 
insurance 
promises peace 
of mind 


By Amy R. Remo 


P4.2 trillion. 


BY ONE measure, cell 
phone theft went 
down from 25,000 in- 
cidents in 2002 to 
14171 in 2003. But 
eStandard Insurance 
Com. president 
Етехо Echauz be 
lieves the decline is 
not because the actual. 
mumber of incidents 
has actually dropped. 

On the contrary 

"We think more 
and more people are losing their cell 
phones to thieves, accidents and other cir- 
cumstances. But the number of those who 
actually report the loss to authorities is de- 
clining,” Echauz said. "We suspect that 
people have realized the futility of report- 
ing.” 

Enter eStandard, which saw a business op- 
portunity in these two contrasting trends. 
Last month, it launched Txt2Protect, the first 
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(See sock marke report on Page B4) 
Shares end down 


SHARES ended lower yesterday 
for the second straight session 

the market continued to un- 
dergo a technical correction following huge 
ains earlier this month. 

The 30-company Philippine Stock Ex- 
change index closed down 11.37 points, or 
0.7 percent, at 1,706.08. It lost 2.3 percent 
Tuesday after rising 11 percent in nine 
straight sessions to set a 53-month closing 
high Monday. 

‘The selloff was not broad-based, as some 
bargain hunters accumulated select stocks. 
оп dips, encouraged by favorable corporate 
earnings expectations for this year and the 
пех, and by the government’ efforts to ad- 
dress its fiscal problems, traders said. 

Blue chip Philippine Long Distance Tele- 
phone Co. (PLOT) was the most actively 
traded stock, down P15, or 1.1 percent, at 
P1,370, in step withthe 1-percent loss suf- 
{ered by the company's American Depost- 
tary Receipts Tuesday. AP 


^ 


"The DOF official, who is in- 
volved in the recomputation of 
the debt, also said earlier that the 
lower debt Figure could somehow 


improve investor perception on 
the Philippines, which is strug- 
sling to improve its image after 
the government admitted the 
country was facing a full-blown 
fiscal crisis. 

Under the old accounting 
method, the borrowings ofthe na- 
tional government from govern- 
‘ment-owned and -controlled cor- 
porations, such as through bonds 
issues, were counted as part of the 
consolidated public sector debt. 
Also, borrowings by government 
agencies or state-owned firms 


from the national government 
were also considered part of the 
debt ofthe public sector. 

‘The DOF explained that bor- 
rowings between government en- 
tities should not be included in 
the computation of the public 
sector debt because the money 
жаз just being transferred from 
‘one agency to another within the 
government. Only borrowings 
from sources outside the govern- 
ment should be counted as a pub- 
lic sector liability 

Therefore, under 


BOL), which uses the amount to pay 
off the old central bank's debts, 

Of the earlier reported P5.91- 
trillion debt of the public sector 
as of end-2003, which will be cor- 
rected later, debt from domestic 
sources reached P2.44 trillion;or 
56.9 percent of GDP It is from this 
figure that the doublecounted 
debt will be deducted, 

Foreign deb, meanwhile, 
stood at P3.467 billion, or 80.7 
percent of GDB 

Of the P5.91 trillion, ће na- 
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X\\ At the notebook show, you'll be 
\\ able to try out your favorite Toshiba 
notebook in a variety of settings. 

After all, there's a Toshiba 
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So come on down now, 
and enjoy exclusive offers 
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July ше rate dosi to 11. 7, says NSO 


By Michelle V. Remo 


THE COUNTRY'S unemployment rate 
declined to 11.7 pereent in July from 
12.6 percent recorded in the same 
month last year, according to The Na- 
tional Statistics Office (NSO). 

‘The NSO attributed the drop in un- 
employment to the creation of more 
jobs in the agriculture and services 
sectors. 

NSO officials yesterday reported 
from its Labor Force Survey that of 
the 35.83 million Filipinos belonging 
to the labor force, 4.2 million were 
unemployed. The number of unem- 
ployed was an improvement from the 
4.399 million recorded in July 2003, 
when the the registered workforce to- 
taled 34.8 million. 

‘The July figure was also lower than 
the end-April jobless rate of 13.7 per- 
cent, when the results ofthe last labor 
force survey was released. 

The NSO said that the lower un- 
employment rate was a result of 
the 1.17 million new jobs created 
during the period, which exceeded 
the 980,000 new entrants to the la- 
bor force. The number of new jobs 
created in July was about three 
times higher than the 347,000 jobs 
created in the same month last 


General Romulo Neri said in a state- 
ment that the decline in the unem- 
ployment rate indicated strong de- 
mand for labor, after the economy 
picked up and despite talks of a fis- 
cal crisi 

ОГ all industry groups, it is the 
agriculture sector that has boosted 
the country’s employment the most, 
creating an additional 613,000 jobs. 
The services sector generated 
598,000 more jobs. The industry 
sector, on the contrary, shed off 
40,000 jobs. The number of em- 
ployed persons in the industry sec- 
tor decreased to 4.93 million in July 
from 4.97 million during the same 
month last year. 

‘The NSO reported that across all 
regions in the country, the National 
Capital Region recorded the high- 
est unemployment rate of 18.4 per- 
cent. 

Other regions that posted double- 
digit unemployment rates were the 
Calabarzon (covering the areas of 
Cavite, Laguna, Batangas, and Rizal) 
at 14.4 percent; Central Luzon, 13.3 
percent; Central Visayas, 12.8 per- 
cent; Ilocos, 12.7 percent, Cotabato- 
Sarangani-General Santos (Socsar- 
gen), 10.7 percent; and Davao, 10.1 
percent. 

According to the NSO, 4.6 per- 
cent of the unemployed belonged 
to the "young" category, or those 


whose ages range from 15 to 24 
years old. 25 percent were aged 25 
to 34 years old, and the remaining 
28.6 percent were aged 35 years 
old and above. 

Meanwhile, underemployment 
rate also improved to 17.6 percent, 
representing 5.57 million Filipinos 
ош of the total labor force. 

The figures were better than the 
underemployment rate in July 2003 
(of 20.7 percent, or 6.314 million Fil- 
ipinos. 

This meant that the number of un- 
deremploy + ог those wi 
гизе ралады 
cause they work less than the regular 
40 hours per week, decreased by 
about 744,000. 

Full-time workers, or those who 
worked for at least 40 hours a week 
increased to 20.1 million from only 
19.9 million. Those who worked 
for less than 40 hours also in- 
creased to 11.1 million from 10.2 
million. 

‘The Arroyo administration has in- 
cluded in its economic-reform agenda 
the creation of atleast 10 million new 
jobs for the rest of her term until 
2010. 

‘The administration is looking at 
several measures, such as boosting 
lending to small and medium enter- 
prises, to create more jobs. 

With a report from AFP 


US call center firm to invest 
$14M in RP operations 


By Ronnel W. Domingo 


A CALL center firm based in the United States 
yesterday announced it was expanding its 
Philippine operations by $13 milion to $15 
million over the next two years amid growing 
demand for business process outsourcing. 

John J. Brennan, chair and chief execu- 
tive of the Philadelphia-based ICT Group, 
said the firm plans to put up at least 1,300 
‘workstations by the end of 2004. 

Brennan said the expansion would 
mean that 15 percent of ICT Group's pro- 
duction would be coming from its opera- 
tions here. 

The company has about 9,000 seats in 
45 call centers worldwide and is operating 
ina total of eight countries, including Aus- 
tralia, Canada and Ireland. 

Last year, the Nasdaq-listed firm opened 
its first Philippine contact center in Makati, 
‘which has about 700 seats. 

‘With the completion of a second contact 
center in the Ortigas Center, Brennan said 
ICT Group's investments in the Philippine 
has reached $15 million. 

“We plan to open a third contact center 
here in 2005,” he said. “That would have 
500 to 700 seats, which would cost $5 mil- 
lion to $7 million." 

Brennan said the company was pouring 


in more money into the country because 
the workers here were “most skilled, edu- 
cated and enthusiastic." 

“We don't see anywhere else in the 
world the kind of energy level that contact 
center agents here have,” he added. 

Brennan said he would also like the 
Philippines to continue its focus on educa- 
tion, English language proficiency and 
telecommunications infrastructure to pro- 
mote the continued growth of the industry. 

Karen V Batungbacal, ICT Group pres 
dent in the Asia-Pacific, said one ofthe rea- 
sons why companies worldwide preferred 
to outsource business processes to the 
country was the acceptability of Filipinos’ 
accent compared to those of other Asians. 

“We don't tell our clients that our call cen- 
ter agents will have no (local) accent be- 
cause that is not possible,” Barungbacal said. 

Brennan, for his part, said the average 
American would not be able to discem 
whether a call center agent was based in 
Arizona or the Philippines. 

Ina statement, Trade Secretary Cesar V 
Purisima said his department has stepped 
up the promotion of information technolo- 
gy services for the country to gain a bigger 
share of the global BPO market. 

“We are positioning the country as the ТТ ser- 
vices center in the Asia-Pacific,” Purisima said. 
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“Survive and Excel In Turbulent Times 


IF DUTY to country calls, and it says, 
“hoy, ikaw, Banal,” and it asks me to 
donate my old jockstraps, plus my 
mother’s new dentures, to the 
Bayanihan Fund of this cute adminis- 
tration of Gloriaetta, by all means, 1 
will think about it 

This cute administration already 


BREAKTIME 


Conrado R. 
Banal III 


Power collapse absolutely 


can even reach the amount equiva- 
lent to the waste of the bacteria in the 
dirt of the small fingernail of that 
kind of money! 

WHEN the “power” crisis is finally up- 
оп us in a couple of years, this cute 


shed its political inhibition, and it ad- 
mitted that we could expect a “fiscal” 
crisis in a couple of years. 

By the looks of it, although the 
Palace is still shy about it, we can look 
forward to another paralyzing “pow- 
ef crisis also in a couple of years. 

Wow! What a combination! If the 
"fiscal" criss erupts, we can no longer 
borrow money from abroad which 
keeps us afloat today. And when the 
“power” crisis becomes a certainty, а 
lot of businesses will die. This econo- 
my will collapse, and it will collapse 
absolutely. Lovely! 

That's why I must consider donat- 
ing my old supporters to the Bayani- 
han Fund. 

Its the least 1 can do to follow the 
lead of our beloved congressmen. 

То keep their billions upon billions 
of pork barrel, they already made the 
ultimate sacrifice of lying. 

IN THE House of Representatives, 
they made the supreme act of making 
а big fuss out of their decision to 
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make it appear in media that they al- 
ready gave up their “pork.” 

Those billions upon billions of 
“pork” will stil be in the 2005 budget. 
Only, our heroes in the House will use 
а different method to get it. “Trans- 
parent,” they call it. 

Still, their favorite contractors will 
be... well, “very happy” Whata sacri- 
fice! 

In tum, after their historic initiative 
to mislead us in their media release, 
ош beloved congressmen will crack 
the fiscal whip on the executive. 

They decided to apply "line item 
budgeting.” This simply means that 
the congressmen will question every 
detail in the budget proposal of each 
government office. 

Who knows, with their penchant 

for fighting over just about anything, 
including the position of deputy 
speaker, they may finish the 2005 
budget in the next lifetime. 
AND all that maneuvering over 
“pork,” taking place in the legislative 
and executive branches, behooves me 
to donate old clothes to the Bayani- 
han Fund. 

1 can tell it’s a serious campaign, 
just by looking at its name, complete 
with capital letters, similar to the title 


"Honorable" before the names of our 
congressmen. It has, in short, become 
a proper noun. It's that serious! 

‘Okay, so they are moving heaven 
and earth, and borrowing private jets 
to go to Brunei, to try to avert the 
forthcoming “fiscal” crisis, mainly by 
talking about it to death. 

But how come they are not accord- 

ing the "power" crisis the same death 
sentence by chatter? For us, there- 
fore, its "hello, 12-hour blackouts, 
welcome back!” 
NOBODY doubts that the power crisis 
is coming. In Western Visayas, where 
Gloriaetta won by a mind-blowing 
margin, they are already enjoying ro 
tating brownouts. 

But Tm sure that the brownouts 
were not the main reason why Glori- 
aeta got almost all of the votes there. 

The brownouts, anyway, are proba- 
biy the reason why the Asian Devel- 
opment Bank, which is a pushy fi- 
nancier of this country, says that we 
need to start building more power 
plants soon. 

In the next 10 years, based on ADB 
studies, our generating capacity 
should go up to at least 20,000 
‘megawatts. We have roughly 13,000 
‘megawatts today, and not all of it is 
reliable. Look at that, we need to 
build plants to generate 50 percent 
‘more of the power we produce today. 

Itis indeed a tall order for this cute. 
administration, which cannot seem to 
take control of anything, including 
the coming and going of its key per- 
sonnel. 

What are we doing about the “pow- 

er" crisis? Well, basically, nothing 
much! 
TT is understandable that the finan- 
cial hands of this cute administration 
are tied. It does not have the money 
for power plans. A lot of funding 
goes to priorities such as “pork.” 

То build the additional plants, we 
need $6 billion in 10 years. To pre- 
vent the onset ofthe "power" crisis by, 
say, 2007, we should start putting up 
new plants, even if these only amount 
10 2,500 megawatts in additional ca- 
pacity. The cost of the plants will 
amount to $2.5 billion. That is al- 
ready about P140 billion! 

1 don't know ifthe Bayanihan Fund 


administration must then follow the 
model of Kuya Eddie who solved a 
similar crisis in the early 90s. 

At that time, the government sim- 
ply sold us down the river, accepting 
the high power charges, not to men- 
tion other onerous conditions such as 
"take or pay” from the famous IPPs, 
the so-called independent power pro- 
ducers. 

Guess who's paying for the costl 
power! No, wrong, it's not the Bayani 
han Fund! You and me, all of us tax- 
payers, must pay for it! 

Such is the price of neglect by the 
government. Everybody suffers. If we 
dillydally on this certain "power" cri- 
sis again, like Tita Cory did in the late 
1805, we can only see a repeat of Kuya 
Eddie's IPP and its resulting PPA. 

Thats the charge in your electric 

bill which, for humanitarian reasons 
such as her popularity rating, Glori- 
aena decided to subsidize, leaving 
Napocor bleeding to death. 
WITH government out of the picture 
after it buries Napocor, our only hope 
will be private investments. Thats 
why we need to act now. Not tomor- 
row! Now! 

‘The policy setting in the power sec- 
tor is not really that awesome for in- 
vestors. Irs more on the “awful” side, 
actually, rather than "awesome," 

Do you hear of any private invest- 
ment going into the power sector 
nowadays? lrs all probably just in the 
press releases of Energy Secretary 
Vincent "the Silent" Perez. He also 
does not even care to say the name of 
the investors. Basta, there is interest! 

Nobody is serious about investing 
in new billion-peso power plants, pre- 
cisely because of lousy policy setting. 

‘There is the subsidy, for one! In 
terms of pricing, nobody can compete 
with rates subsidized by the govern- 
ment, even if the government is al- 
ready bankrupt. 

‘And then the Supreme Court tries 
to meddle in everything that has to do 
with power rates. It thinks it has the 
technical know-how to set the rates. 
itself. 

‘And what is this cute administra 
tion doing about it? Well, as I said, ba- 
sically, nothing much. I think the 
"power" crisis needs the attention of 
no less than Gloriaetta herself. Be 
lieve me, it has come to that! 


HCPT cargo volume surged in August 


THE VOLUME of noncontainerized 
cargo at the Harbour Centre Port 
Terminal (HCPT) continues to surge 
in August, with total sales increas- 
ing by almost 20 percent to 333,949 
metric tons (MT) compared to July 
this year, 

From 279,422 MT in July, HCPT's 
cargo volume increased by 54,277 
MT thefollowing month. 

Tn all, Harbour Centre wracked up 
a total volume of 1.16 million MT for 
the first eight months of 2004. 

From January to July, HCPT posted 
anet income of P32.76 million. 

"Total revenues during the same pe- 
riod reached P162.03 million. 


< 


Records show that im just six 
months from January, 90 percent of. 
International noncontainerized ves- 
sels entering the country have docked 
at Harbour Centre. 

Cargoes include steel logs, lumber, 
rice, fertilizer, gypsum, silica, frozen 
fish, wheat, grains, sugar, soya, live- 
stock and iron ore. 

HCPT, a 10-hectare private port 
within the Manila Harbour Cen- 
tre—part of the Smokey Mountain 
Development and Reclamation Pro- 
ject (SMDRO)—currently handles 
only noncontainerized cargo. 

It has sought a permit from the 
Philippine Ports Authority to handle 


containerized cargo shipments, 

Harbour Centre recently set а 
record when it undertook one of the 
biggest pierside operations in recent 
7 The operation last April, involving 
M/V Yick Fat, a 42-ton cargo vessel 
from Russia carrying 39,940 metric 
tons of steel billets, was hailed as а 
record accomplishment in local ship- 
ping standards. 

‘The cargo was unloaded efficiently 
with zero pilferage in just five work- 
ingdays. 

"The turnaround is almost 20 per- 
cent more efficient than the normal 
timetable. 
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CAP to sign deal 
on P6-B property 
infusion 


PRE-NEED giant College Assurance Plan 
Philippines Inc. (CAP) is set to sign а memo- 
randum of agreement with a local property 
developer today on a P6-billion property infu- 
sion into the company. 

Ina briefing, CAP first vice president Bobby 
Café said the 3,000-hectare property from the 
Jocal investor would be transferred to its trust 
fund. The property was assessed by Cuervo 
Appraisers ine and Philippine Real Estate Rat- 
ings, both accredited by the Securities and Ex- 
change Commission, and valued the land at 
P200 per square meter, the official said. 

He added that to maximize the value of the 
new land asset, it would propose to sell the 
Jand to schools that want to expand their net- 
work. The value ofthe land can grow over the 
next five years. 

For those schools who cannot pay immedi- 
atelyin cash for the land bought from CAR the 
pre-need firm could propose certain arrange- 
ments such as allowing the schools to settle 
the amount by offsetting the acquisition cost 
against the liabilities of CAP to these schools. 

‘Café stressed that this was just a possible 
business proposal. 

He also said that CAP had already paid 
penalties with the SEC for exceeding the P5- 
billion limit of securities it was allowed to sell 
Itexceeded the limit by P64 million in August 

The SEC had asked CAP to stop selling se- 
curities in August until it has fully complied 
with the requirements for the additional PI 
billion worth of plans to be sold. 

Аз of yesterday, CAP said it had submitted. 
pending requirements for its application to 
Sell new securities—clarifications on its trust 
fund contributions and a justification of the 
interest rate used for its trust fund. 


Recomputation 


From page BI 
tional government had the biggest share of 
P4.06 trilion, followed by the 14 GOCCs mon- 
itored by the DOF (including National Power 
Corp), whose debt has reached P1.57 trillion. 
The remaining P2.76 trillion are accounted for 
by social security institutions (Social Security 
System and the Government Service Insurance 
System), the Bangko Sentral ng Pilipinas and 
government financial institutions 

At the House of Representatives, congress- 
men have taken the first step toward review- 
ing the extent and nature, and providing solu- 
tions to ће country’s crushing debt. 

"The House approved last Tuesday evening 
a concurrent resolution providing for the ere- 
ation of a Congressional Commission on Debt 
to audit all loans incurred by the present and 
past governments, and review debt policies. 

Members of the Freedom from Debt Coali- 
tion, which lobbied for the measure for two 
years, broke into applause at the House gallery 
Tuesday night as the chamber voted for the 
measure, which was principally authored by 
Rep. Edcel Lagman (Aksyon, Albay). 

"rhe House did the Filipino people proud,” 
FDC said in a statement. "The ball is now in 
the Senate's court.” 

"The chamber unanimously voted in favor 
of House Joint Resolution No. 2, which will 
now await the approval by the Senate of its 
counterpart measure 
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IFC to help RP 


in investments for LRT extension 


By Doris C. Dumlao 


INTERNATIONAL Finance Corp., 
she investment arm of the World 
Bank, has committed to help the 
Philippines raise $800 million in 
fresh investments for the exten- 
sion of the Light Railway Transit 
system. 

În a statement issued yester- 
day, IFC said it had received an 
advisory services mandate from 
ihe Philippine govemment to 
support the mobilization of pri- 
Vate investments to build, main- 
tain and manage the LRT-1 exten- 
Sion in Manila. 

“In the face of the traffic con- 

estion at the core of Metro Mani- 
Ja and а rapidly growing urban 
population, this project has enor- 
nous economic development po- 
tential in the Philippines,” said 
JRC Philippines country manager 
Vipul Bhagat. 


Security Bank 
adopts SmartVista 


BANKING Production Center (BPC), aleading 
electronic payments and e-business solutions 
provider and system integrator, said Security 
Bank Corp. had gone live after the first phase 
‘pfimplementation of SmanVista Suite. 

1 SmartVista isan IP-based solution that pro- 
Yides single and combined platforms for the 
Processing of local and international credit 
and debit cards. 

2. The first phase of the project called for the 
installation of the SmartVista transaction 
giitching system (SmartVista Front-End). 

2 Following the certification of SmartVista 
olution with BankNet’s payment scheme, 
BPC has migrated all ATM cards into the 
пем system, which should eventually im- 
prove Security Bank's efficiency by consoli- 
dating its transactions from multiple chan- 
hels and payment networks into a single 
System. 

Security Bank first vice president and head 

Г information technology group Daniel Yu 
said the solution transformed the ATMs into 
‘complete financial machines. 
i SmartVista brings down the cost of card op- 
ration through fewer running platforms, 
translating to improved profitability and bet- 
er service. 

“Our relationship with Security Bank rep- 
resents our entry into Asia Pacific financial 
Services marketplace and has opened existing 
opportunities for us in the region,” Alexey Do- 
midov, chief operating officer of BPC Interna- 
tional, said. 


support ti 


ence 
achieving 


The LRT-1 extension project 
was initiated through an unso- 
licited offer to the government 
from SNC Lavalin Internation- 
al of Canada. But in accor- 
dance with the Build-Operate- 
Transfer Law, the project is 
subject to a comparative and 
competitive proposal process, 
often referred to as 2°Swis 
challenge. 

“The Swiss challenge should 
provide a major contribution to 
ensuring transparency in and 
effectiveness of the delivery of 
public services in the Philip- 
pines, and we are pleased to 


global infrastructure experi- 
and commitment to 


benefits for local communi- 

ties,” he said. B 
IFC's advisory services direc- 

tor Bernard Sheahan added: 


tion.” 


well as nine others. 


process with IFC's 


high standards and 
portalternative. 


“By offering commuters a posi- 
tive mass transport alternative, 
this project should help reduce 
air pollution and improve ev- 
eryday life for Manila residents 
who rely on public transporta- 


"The project wil expand the ex- 
ining 15-Illometer LRT Line 1 by 
another 12 kilometers south from 
the existing Baclaran station. Bx 
pansion will include a station at 
Manila International Airport, as 


‘The new stations will incorpo- 
rate intermodal facilities, such as 
bus depots and pedestrian links, 
to encourage patronage and pro- 
mote reduced automobile traffic 
in the core areas of Metro Manila. 
through a convenient mass trans- 


IFC's role is to promote trans- 
parency, add credibility to the 
concession and bring global ex- 


pertise in designing an award 
process that encourages estab- 
lished infrastructure investors. 
Itwill advise on the appropriate 
implementation of this Swiss 
challenge by assisting in orga- 
nizing an “open, transparent 
and competitive” bidding pro- 


cess. 

‘Over the last 40 years, IFC 
has assisted the government in 
promoting private sector de- 
velopment. Recently, it was 
awarded an advisory mandate 
to promote rural power distri- 
bution. 

TFC finances private sector in- 
vestments in developing coun- 
tries, mobilizes capital in the in- 
ternational financial markets, 
helps clients improve social and 
environmental sustainability and 
provides technical assistance and 
advice to governments and busi- 
messes. 


MEN-AT-WORK FOR MORE JOBS 


‘we have aligned: 


Provinces of the Philippines. 


Secretary Luis Lorenzo (left), presidential adviser for jobs generation and LandBanlc 

chair, LandBank president Gary Teves (right) and League of Provinces president and 

Bohol Gov. Erico Aumentado reaffirm their strong 

jobs. According to Lorenzo, “I am very comfortable working with LBP president Teves as 
objectives for countryside development and we both grew up in the 

province.” Lorenzo and Teves will closely work with the LGUs to help President Arroyo 

attain her 10-point agenda, which they underscored during a gathering of the League of. 


in efforts to create more 


P1/pack tax increase on cigarettes pushed 


By Gil C. Cabacungan Jr. 


AMERICAN tobacco giant Philip. 
Morris is urging President Maca- 
pagal-Arroyo to slap a РІ per 
‘pack tax increase on all cigarette 
brands to raise as much as P4.5 
‘billion a year in additional rev- 
‘enue, 

Philip Morris Philippines Man- 
facturing Ine. managing direc: 
tor Chris J. Nelson made the ap- 
‘peal when he, along with 50 oth 
fer members of the US-Asean Busi- 
ness Council, met with President. 
"Arroyo during lunch yesterday in 
Malacafiang. 

"I think tax increases are in- 
evitable like death and it is cri 
tal that we get the right in- 
келзе," Nelson told reporters. 


years. 


said. 


year. 


Based on Philip Morris propos- 
al, all cigarette brands regardless 
of price, would be slapped a РІ 
tax on the first year and 50 cen- 
tavos yearly in the the succeeding 


“A flat rate would allow every- 
body to pay the same amount of 
increase, unlike the indexation 
of taxes which distorts the sys- 
tem and widens the gaps,” he 


Nelson said that while the 
government could end up with 
less revenue than it was expect- 
ing from the indexation of tax- 
es, he said the flat rate would 
generate P4.5 billion in addi- 
tional revenue in just the first 


Nelson said the Department 


lawmakers. 


‘opment. 


nificant distortions. 


Nelson said. 


of Finance, which had previous- 
ly pushed for an indexation of 
sin taxes, had advocated a sin- 
gle tier tax for rhe industry dur 
ing its latest presentation to 


Nelson said his main concern 
‘was to prevent the tax increase 
from stalling the industry's devel- 


“Too sharp an excise-driven 
price increase could lead to sig- 


countries, such as France, where 
they had severe tax increases, the 
total market is down 25 percent,” 


Philip Morris claimed that it 
had accounted for close to 40 per- 
cent of total taxes paid by the in- 
догу last year even though it 


only had a market share of 25 
percent. 

The DOF wants to amend the 
reforms introduced in the Com- 
prehensive Tax Reform Law of 
1997 that have led toa steep drop 
in government collections be- 
Cause most consumers merely 
shifted to low priced brands. 
Based on the existing tax scheme, 
low-priced cigarettes with a net 
retail price of less than PS рег 
pack are levied P1.12 per pack; 
‘medium-priced packs worth be- 
tween PS and P6.50 are charged 
another Р5.60; high-end 
cigarettes with a net retail price 
of between P6.50 and P10 per 
pack are levied P8.96; and premi- 
um brands priced above P10 are 
taxed P13.44. 


In other 


Cell phone insurance promises peace of mind 


‘From page! 
ell phone insurance scheme in Southeast 


‘A subsidiary of leading automobile insurer 
‘Standard Insurance, eStandard was formed 
зо develop new and non-traditional insurance 
‘products. Txt2Protect, its first product, is 
about as non-traditional as it gets. 

The customer benefit, however, is а famil- 
Jar one: peace of mind. 

“By insuring their cell phones, people need 
snot to worry anymore if they encounter 
‘snatchers in the streets,” Echauz said. 


European model 

Patterned after the cell phone insurance 
models in Europe, Txt2Protect insures ће 
‘phone against loss through robbery or snateh- 
‘ing. It also covers phone damages caused by 
accidents. 

Fitingly, Tet2Protect is available through 
зех messaging. 

‘fone texts eStandard for a quote, one will 
"receive a message detailing the amount to be 
paid, a reference number and a set of instruc- 
tions. Insurance payments are received in any 
ijetrobank or Equitable PCI Bank branch. 
SOne can also pay directly to Standard Insur- 
ance.) 
2 Onsurance premium is calculated based on 


А 


the value of the cell phone's brand and mod- 
el 

АЙ premiums are paid as one-time policies 
and are valid for only one year. In this way, 
Echauz said, obsolescence of phone models 
will not be an issue, given that companies like 
Nokia, Sony Ericsson, Motorola and Sam- 
sung, come out with new phone models al- 
most every quarter. 

In сазе of loss, eStandard will replace the 
cell phone with the exact same model. If the. 
original model is no longer available, a phone. 
ofthe same value will be given. 

In case of accidental damages, eStandard 
will shoulder the cost of phone repair. 

Claims are processed like car insurance 
claims. The owner needs to present а police 
report of the los, undergoes a set of routine 
questions and, if everything isin order, claims 
his phone in three to five working days. 


Feasible plan 

Echauz says two major factors helped make 
"TxtProtect feasible in the country. 

First, the phenomenal growth of the cell 
phone market. Telcos now estimate that over 
27 million Filipinos, old and young alike, own 
a cell phone. 

Second, cell phones have become indis- 
pensable in our daily life, whether in work or 
school, im relationships wih family and 


friends. 

“You could leave you wallet at home and 
not realize it until you have to pay for some- 
thing. But if you leave your phone, you would 
realize it the moment you board a bus or ride 
your car,” Echauz sai 

Past surveys have already shown Filipinos’ 
attachment to cell phones. 

"Txi2Protect is open to anybody with an in- 
surable phone, whose models are still avail- 
able in the market. 

"We could not insure old or phased out 
phones because we won't be able to replace 
them when they get lost or stolen,” Echauz 
said 

To date, eStandard has received thousands 
of text messages and call inquiries regarding 
Txi2Protect. But Echauz knows that an in- 
quiry does not necessarily lead to an insur- 
ance policy. 

“Txt2Protect Cell phone „insurance will 
hopefully serve as a catalyst to make the Fil- 
ipinos realize the value of insurance protec 
tion," he said. 


To get an insurance quote, key in IN- 
SURE «space» BRAND <space>MODEL 
and send to 2333 ог Globe/Touch Mo- 
bile subscribers and to 283 for Smar 
YTalk NText subscribers. 
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DISCLOSURES 


AT ITS annual stockholders’ meeting on Sept. 15, Alliance Global Group 
Inc. reelected Andrew Tan, George Yang, Winston Co, Danilo Utanes, 
Cherry Yu and Renato Piezas to its board. Alejo Villanueva Jr., indeper 
dent director, was also reelected. 

INTERPHIL Laboratories Inc. (ILI) purchased 1,000 shares of ILIB at 
P1.90 per share on Sept. 14, pursuant to its share buyback program. 
PRIME Media Holdings Inc. will hold its annual stockholders’ meeting 
‘on Sept. 30 at 9:00 a.m. on the 12th floor of BDO Plaza, 8737 Paseo de 
Roxas, Makati City. 

CONCRETE Aggregates Corp. sold an idle piece of land at the North 
Reclamation in Cebu City for P20.128 million to FEP Printing Corp. оп 
Sept. 3. ‘Compiled by 0-2. Yap, PDI Research 
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— PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER — - 


QUSS ua CLASSIFIEDS ..... 


THURSDAY, 


IBB 


Marketing Assistant, Philippines 
“The Intemational Broadcasting Вита (ВВ), 
a part ofthe United States Goverment is 
ooking for a Marketing Assistant in Manila to 
perform a wide variety of routine marketing 
Felted actives The IBB includes the Voice 
Sf America radio and television service, опе of 
the largesi newagathering organizations in the 
rod and a leader in providing news and 
Entertainment programs around the globe. 


Applicant MUST have an in-depth knowledge 
of the media environment in the Phi 

years experience working for a broadcast 
Station: excellent interpersonal and negotiation 
Skills; be able to travel occasionally; be fluent 
in spoken and written English; be able to work 
independently with litle supervision. 
Applicant must be mature, resourceful, have 
initiative, etc. 


Responsibilities: Assist Regional Marketing. 
Director (RMO) in Bangkok: Maintain close. 
contacts with regional/U.S. IBB offices; 
Update IBB affiliate database; Monitor and 
research media developments in the 
Philippines; monitor VOA broadcast on 
various stations ín the Philippines; arrange for. 
‘equipment installation; write weekly reports; 
negotiate rebroadcast agreements & perform 
other duties as assigned. 


Fox your detailed resumé and letter to Joyce 
Ngoh at 66-2-205-5707, send by email to 
Jinngoh @ibb-bkk.org or mail it to IBB, The 
‘Millennia Bldg., Кт 1501, 62 Langsuan Ва. 
Bangkok 10330, Thailand. Applications must 
be received by close of business on September. 
24, 2004, 
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NOTICE OF TRANSFER 


Office à Factory ot 
FAR EASTERN INTERNATIONAL 
GARMENTS, INC. 
From: Bldg. 5 cor, Bagsakan Ave. & Sin 
Road FTI Compd. Taguig, Мейо Mania. 
то: 100 MARCOS ALVAREZ AVENUE 
TALON 1, LAS PIÑAS CITY 
Telephone No. 8058524 / 8058526 / 8052432 
FAX No.: 8052433 
E-mail address: sol- 
tei@compass.com.ph 


A Subsidiary of Bases Conversion Development Authonty 


INVITATION TO APPLY FOR ELIGIBILITY AND TO BID 
‘CONSTRUCTION OF THE ROAD NETWORK OF THE PORO POINT COMMERCIAL CONPLEK (PPCC) 
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© PORO POINT MANAGEMENT CORPORATION 


wake озна 
(Seder anderer 

роли 
po 
Е 


nispa 
Кт 
e E 
* Po Bie sereni eot 
Sima fo 
econo тетен, 
ina So Parana Ch. 
platen or ER sab els uting PASSA cra. Thus, on il fms 
о Re etai concn nA ud 
зб you need any rur lmao or iln rogerdng he Pit you may carat 
‘Engr Joso aret d Teptora о 070085804 


рети 
С 


vet 2,208 


(595) ANTHONY C NANGUAT 
(Geman BAC 


(apm si tam 


PNOC EXPLORATION CORPORATION 
Bir Ene Center, Meri Road, ол Bena, Taguig, Melo Mania 
етот Noss: 8838001 t4 2101-204 
Deoa Une: Залы o: (30) Mà 


INVITATION TO APPLY FOR PRE-QUALIFICATION AND TO BID 


‘NOC Exploration Coporacn (PNOC ЕС) invites interested contractors о ару tor pra- 
quiiatan and suit eel bis for ne SECURITY SERVICES of PNOC EC Malangas. 
Сом Terminal (М704-1202). РНОС EC Malagas Coal Terminal s located at Km- 9, 
Diganan, Zamboanga, Sibugay Province. 

“The aporovod budget or hs contractis Php 348348224 chargeable against PNOC EC 
unis The сопуга duration s wo @ eas 

Pre Quaaton and Bid Documents sha be vaa tor issuance Ihe above address 
"rom ne Coats Assistant (alo M Carlos L. Majas or Mr, George N. Aland) алад 
Seplenter 10, 2004 upon payment of nom rlundabl tee o! PESOS: Ono Thousand Fire. 
Hunde (PHP 150000). 

“The bidding shat utlize a wo 2) sealed envelope system. The frst envelope shall contain 
те Technical Bid and ^ second envelope shall contain te Financial Bd. Th Technical 
‘nd Fano Bids ha bo submited in two 2) sets each the Bids and Anards Commit 
les not atar han 3:00 P.M. of October 14, 2004 al the PNO EC Conference Room. 
located a 1he above adress and shal be рлу opened таба} thereat. Late 
Bids shali not be accepted. 

‘For e purpose o! cariying certain issues, a preti onlrencewil be held on Septem- 
ber 28, 2004, 2:00 P.M. athe PNOC EC Conference Room, Big. 1, Energy Cater, 
Marrit Road, Fort Bonifacio, Taguig, Meo Mania. 

NOG EC reserves e ight to eect any or abids or parts tereo, to waive any оттау 
‘herein orto accept such bids or 1o award any part пето to any beds whose bids 
эе considered most advantageous 1o PNOC EC. 

This publication в also posteg in our webs at wwwpnocec comh and in the DBM- 
webeie at wiru procaremartsendcn. net, 


PNOC 


меш 


сне Bids and Awards Commies 


NATIONAL FOOD AUTHORITY 
gional Ойсе 6 
Bay. Quinn Salas, аго, lolo Cy 


INVITATION TO APPLY FOR ELIGIBILITY AND TO BID 

The National Food Authority, Reglon б, wih is осе at Brgy. Quinta Salas, 
Jaro, lolo Сау invites all intrested Private Securty Agoncios (PSAs) wih 
‘established operations and ойе in Westem Visayas о register, apply fo ligblty. 
‘and to bid ortho provision о! еситу servicos in Region б. 

The Application Forme tor Ragistratlon may be obtained rom АВАС Secretaria 
‘fo Mariou М. Paguntatan, 2nd Flor, Hallo Regional Olio afler payment о! non- 
Telundatia Applicaton Рө o! P500.00. 

Oniy those PSAs which have been reqistord wiih NFA may obiain rom RBAG 
Secreat, те Ekgolly and Ва documants upon payment l adótional non- 
апав, novraundabla ету Bidding Fee of P1,000.00. 

Pro-Bidding Conference and tho Bidding Proper shall bo conducted atthe 
NFA lolo Regiona! Otice Conferenco Room, 2nd Fler, saro, loto Ciy, on he 
"оно schedule: 

Actio ate Tie 
1. Issuance of Appleation Forms SepL16.9,204 — B0DAM-SOOPM 

For Registration 
2. Isevanes of Elgbity & 

Bd Oocumanis 


(et. 7-Now.7, 2004 8:00 AM -5:00 PM 
Nox 08,2008 soam 
Nov. 26,2008 9:00 AM, 

For more dolals, please contact АВАС Chaliperson or Ms. Marlou M. 
Paguntalan at Tlopnane Nos. (033) 320-5248 and 328-2165. 

THE NFA RESERVES THE RIGHT TO REJECT ANY OR ALL BIO 
PROPOSALS, TO WAIVE ANY REQUIRED FORMALITY OR DEFECT THEREIN 
AND MAY ACCEPT THE BID WHICH IS DEEMED MOST ADVANTAGEOUS TO 
‘THE GOVERNMENT. 


(508) JAVIER P. LOZADA, JP. 
FRogional Deecior 
CEEE 


à Republic of the Philippines 
ED Department of Education 
? ‘DepED Complex, Meralco Ave, Pasig City 


Invitation for Bids 


‚св No: SEMP2TEGP.1.2004-7x 
vts for ide No. +2004-7% 
топоры ино Philippines has recevedalosnfrom the Internationa! Bank tor Reconstruction 
and Dovlopment QBA): toward tho cost ol the Second Socia Expenditure Management Projet 
{Senha and Third ео and t anda одру prt of he 
свв ta loan to able payments under tha contract or Procurement o Pin 
апа Delivery of Textbooks in Mathematics. чк 
. The Deparment о Education (DepED) now vias seed bids fom elo Bidders or he 
priming any гот eamara-ready cop) and dalvery ofthe folowing Textbooks to Publi 
Eiemoriary School Darts and High Schools under SEMP2 and TEEF Provinces 


"Subject Level 

Timon: 

т Mammalia 

апета? 

апетае. 
Mathoraies a. 
Мапата. 
Мағетака 6. 
апета 2. 

High School: 
Mathematics N 
Тон! 


De 


Tam No. созу in Copies 


Tasson бов 
lemon Gudes 
Lesson Guide 
Tasson Guide 
Textbooks 


тео 


Estimated Printing and Delivery Completion Period: 150 days. Indicative Printing and Delivery 
Dates: March to July, 2005. 


3. Amargh o preference shail be granted to Textbooks manufactured in Purchaser's country for 
purposes of bid price comparison опу. 

4. ‘Interested eligible Bidders may obtain further Information from DepED and inspect the Bidding 
Documents at BAC Secretariat, Room 112-A, Маб! Building, DepED Complex, Pasig City, 
Philippines, Tel. Nos. (632) 6839343 / 6968542 from 9:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. starting Septembar 
22, 2004. Information is also available at hitp:/www.deped.gov.ph or 
‘wurw.procurementservice.org. 


complete set of Bidding Documents in English may be purchased by Interested eligible Bidders 
upon submission of a written application to the address given below and payment of a non- 
refundable feo in the amount of Php3,000.00 or USS55.00. The method of payment willbe cash, 
cashier's check, manager's check or certified check. The Bidding Documents will be sent by mal. 
No lability wil be accepted ог loss or late delivery. 


. A pre-bid conference shall be conducted on October 8, 2004 at 2:00 p.m at the Bulwagan ng 
Karunungan, Rizal | Building, DepED Complex, Meralco Avenue, Pasig City, Philippines. 


Bids must be delivered tothe address indicated in par. б, at or before 10:00 a.m. on October 26, 
2004. Abid security shali Бо required equivalent to not iess than 2.5% ofthe bid price, in Philippine 
peso or in any freely convertible currency of eligible countries. Late bids shall be rejected. Bids 
Will ba opened and in the presence of the Bidders’ representatives who choose to attend atthe 
‘address, date and time indicated inthe Bidding Documents. 


(598) JUAN MIGUEL M. LUZ 
Undersecretary and Chairperson, 


‘and Awards Commit 
(POI September 816.2004) ойлу Pha Nalin 


Bangko Sentral ng Pilipinas 


Maynila, Pilipinas 


BIDS AND AWARDS COMMITTEE 
INVITATION TO APPLY FOR ELIGIBILITY AND TO BID 


‘Te Bats ang Awards Commies - Head Осе, Bangio болеа ng Pipinas (BSP) invites BSPIG-EPS registered 
companies conractor and oinar nleested suppl to a pubte big fr 
-Lot Supply and delivery of Slotted Angle Steel Racks for four (4) rooms 
‘of Supervision and Examination Department | per BSP specifications. 
Total Approved Budget for the Contract (ABC) — P818,000.00 
DelvenyPercd: Within thirty (0) calendar days atier receipt ot the Purchase Order 
Bid documents are avaliable rom 19 September 2006 1021 Saptembar 2004 upon paymentatanon-etundable 
leo of P1300 0 at ho folowing: 
ВАС Secretariat 
im. 212, 2* Ноо, Storey Bung 
Car A Mabini ae P. Ocampo Sr. Sls, Malate, Maa 
Tel нов) 523-2875; 523-9483 
Ре Ва Conleronco o be held on 24 September 2004 10:00 A M. at Am. МАРА 
Бато Dato and Time October 2004 not iater than 10:00 A M. 
Place: Room МЕСА 2° Foor, $ ore Buling, BSP Main Complex, Maat, Manta. 
Interested bidders shall submit not later than he bidding dato and imo ha folowing documents in ree (3) 
separate envelopes: 
Envelope м 
Ч Aricia Incorporation and Business Registration Papers 
2. Y2003 Audted Financial Stlomonts (income Statement & Balance Shoot) 
$ 12009 income Tax Retum duy stampediracova by BIR ог Ив author2ed agant Banks 
4. Taxpayers deniletion Number 
5. Vang and curant Mayor's PermtMunlcigal Liconsa 
8. Prospective bidders computation огиз Not Financial Contracting Capacity (NFCC) which shal be at 
Toss equal othe ABC dy signed by tno authoraed signing olcia! and supported wih pertinent 
comente, a. nuncii statements and copies o1 on-going project conracis.ora commitment нота 
солад ba io exion ю а credit ле знате no contrac: 1o Бе bid: ora cash depos сопе. 
"e commitment or deposit соли shal ba тап amour not ow 
INFOC = (Curent Assets - Curren Liaites) К minus value ©! al oustanding projects: К = 10 
‘uly nlaizod statement ath mis of lacked rom bidding In any Government Otic, Agency, 
Corporation 
Lanor authorizing ha BAC or e duly authorized representative to varity any or al of tne documents 
suited or exgbity check. 
Duly notarized cericaton bj tho prospective bidder or his authorized representative thal each o! no 
documents submited в an originai copy or a true and ati reproduction or copy ol he original- 
[itor oni lorsmiarsupply contract completa vit mamas o! contact parson, address and elephonel 
prs 
ноп ви! о! tha bidder ihat ha or sho or any licer af their corporation is not related to the head of 
na procuring ently by consanguinity or afinity up lo te td см degree 
No 2: 
Instuctons to Bidders 
ortcaton о! Comptance wih ha Terms and Condilons ot he beng 
Signal Bi Security 
Envelope No. 3: 
Pico Proposal 
‘Al envelopes shall ba dropped а the Ы box осмо at Rm. MRA, 2 Foo, BSP Main Complex. LATE 
BIDS WiLL NOT BE ACCEPTED. 
The BSP assumes no abigaton to componse 
preparation ol or bids 
"The BSP reserves the right to rejoct any and al bid proposals, ог declare he bidding а allure, ar not award 
the contact and makas по assurance Inat a contract shal Бе ліса nto as a resul ol s inion. 


ог indemnity the bidder for expences incurred in tho 


(вов) Ma. DOLORES B. YUVIENCO. 
Charperson. 
ро Selenber 6,200) 


CAGAYAN I ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE, INC. 


NATIONAL FOOD AUTHORITY 
Region V, Cebu Ciy 


NOTICE OF AUCTION 


“Tha NATIONAL FOOD AUTHORITY (NFA) Regen VI Cebu Ciy ls al epulae 
super vagare, Pusat v ага oe feted Rays о sub 4 song fe 1a 
‘Adon ol i o bé Lig o RAW SUGARS" Та ox wared atone 1) Supr Coal 
Pr Сопка Visayas ала à old Ie вав оп an седат, at wheres and шка à 
Basi win an ocn pce sl at P2760 per Lig de 
PROVINCE SUGAR CENTRAL [nu 
eres Ordena Canal Асот Bais (CAS) 89.41884 
"as iy Negros nena 
Di loros eror ro recur posta Bond euin t 10% oh oll amount 
teri inte та Catvfanaga sasha’ Crack payania lo NEA 
Inarased bor shal submit по ово documents 1o ta Carmien dng the 
роза x Y 
Y. Core protocopy of DT Registration tor Singlo Propriotorstip: SECICDA 
egeta рад соттоп соорото ала аага Per 
Duy tae spec Pomor ot Ato om mo i 
Prony conneciod win ta en as an alteabomploy 


бм Gay эли payman oa. 
cea oro солаш 


Sedo арап o o иза sugar sac pt 
et ang Sacre vi te бот Soar 1 
Apresuclion conferences lal 2:00 p.m. on September 20, 2004 at ho 2nd Flos, 
NEA Banta, Coto Cay To submission ang opening cond оло ттеданву lot 
Seplontr 21, 2004 м to зала ита ani vanus and erry Monany tert uni ve 
Sac ice tat navo boan сатру дароо 

"Tha NFA reserves 1na ih to rel any ar tls, alvo anormales or dolocis 
found inven, and р oniy such olla иел, ром led 
‘Sovenageaur o no Nena Fd Abort 


Sos) PouTO с, SANTOS. 
мм по Descr Cheon, Ausbon Commit 


IE ETEEN 


Republic of the Philippines. 
UNIVERSITY OF THE PHILIPPINES DILIMAN 
Diliman, Quezon City 


INVITATION TO PREQUALIFY AND BID 


Interested parties are Invited to prequality and bid for the 
lection of proponents In the planning, development and 
management under a lease agreement of the: 
Unvensm or тне PHiuppives (UP) Duman Town CENTER 


‘The UP Diliman Land Use Plan designates a commercial zone 
of approximately 14,186.80 square meters, bounded by Laurel 
Apacible, Valenzuela and Roces Streets, UP Diliman Campus, 
Quezon City, The UP Diliman Town Center Projectis Intended to 
replace, upgrade and expand the existing shopping center. 
Prequalification forms and Terms of Reference (TOR) may be 
‘obtained from the UP Diliman Development and Planning 
Committee (ОРС) Secretariat, Director's Otice, Institute for 
Small-Scale Industries (4/F Virata Hall / ISSI Bldg.) University of 
the Philippines Diliman, Quezon City, upon payment of non- 
refundable fee of P2,000.00 from September 20 to 24, 2004. 
Deadline of submission of duly accomplished prequalification 
documents willbe on October 8, 2004. After the evaluation of the 
documents submitted, the prequaiiied proponents shall be duly 
notified of the schedule of subsequent activities. For Inquiries, 
please contact Tel, No. 920-5301 to 99 local 4717. Tel/Fax No. 
920-5923 or Tel, No. 927-9238 (c/o Ms. Ludy Cubillas); e-mall: 
lourdos.cubillas Qup.edu ph 


+ (Sgd.) EMERLINDA R. ROMAN 
Chancellor 


ро Sapiente еа 22,2004) 


& Масим Dau. oar Cagayan 

na arbi deri B to oo 
СЕНЕ Ы 

INVITATION TO PRE-QUALIFY AND TO BID 


тло Cagayan I Een Cooperative, nc (CAGELCO Is vang ierra 
зал top quay эла iid or along malo nd eeu 
T. MOOD POLESICONCRETE POLESISTEEL POOLS, WIRES, 
TRANSFORMERS AND UNE MATERIALS 
2. TOTAL SOLUTION SOFTWARE 
To a quae, bir Бам Му emp wih he owing 
Пана roguiromanis: Jor svbmiesion to PBAC Chaban, Mes Barna 
мошта) 
sj Company Prete ч) Ген come Tax Ratum (RI 
E Benross nogsvanon 0 Бы вара 
dj Болот: Puma Syn apps 
Sj BIRWAT Contesto 
Marta aia o pay P2099 09 ors paiclr bang oniy and not 
шош) Pe documents duri e bog cenarnce, 


Prob corlrenca ола feng sooo eal te omma oa quand bars 
тоу ond mss, 
‘Benaia лениво ot rquranons Ворот 24,2004 
(Sod) GABRIEL A TORDESILLAS 
"Gone Малае 


OBMarket 


‘ONLINE 
^ 


Л 
www.jobmorketonline.com. 


MESSAGES 


т. 


Е 
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Teonvey my warmest felicitations to the, 
officers and members of the Federation of 
Filipino-Chinese Chambers of Commerce and 
Industry, Inc (FFOCCH) on the celebration of 
"heir 500 Anniversary. 
To the ive decades sincs its establishment, 
ЕЕССОП has been a reliable partner of the 
Nermment in the gigantic ask of nation 
йл, As an seston of businessmen and 
entrepreneurs it playsa 
forward the engine of Phi 
MCI 
Заа building program which has been at work 
Since the 19685 Tam pleased to note that it has. 
оше total of 5,09 schools, with many of 
these located in far-flung areas that are in 
dire ned of schools 
T thank FFCCCI for i 
‘to the country. T am counting on your support 
of one governments initiatives реа ту 
iratos te point legacy designed to assure 
‘urpeople the benefits of soc economie progress 
We next aix years, Happy anniversary and 
Mabuhay tayong lahat! 


Ey) —- 


Greetings! Congratulations to the Federation 
of Filipino Chinese Chambers of Commerce 
апа Industry, Ine, on из Goth Anniversary. 

"The past five decades have been full of 
achievement for ЕРСССИ. It has come a long 
Say om simply a business organization to being 
‘ne of the most active parten of government 
în mation buiding. 

From busines promotion to delivery of 
opi basie needsrihe Impact of FOC 
таска program and proe are immeasurable. 

. As the big brother of the Chinese-Filipino 
community, the FFCCCIT has helped the 
community preserve з culture and tradition but 
ft the same time promoted integration into 
mainstream society. 

Teongratdate ЁРСОСП for its achievements 
in the past and T wish осн in ай is future 
tendenvors Mabuhay Kayong Lahat! 


= 


Tam honored to congratulate most warmly 
the оба» and members ofthe Federation of 
Filipino-Chinese Chamber of Commerce and 
Industry, In. (FFCCCII) on the Golden 
Anmivesary ceicbration of В prestigious civie 
orgtnnation 
TFCOCIL an is lender canit back and tae 
pride in their enviable record of achievement in 
еши half contary of worthy service to the 
country and our people T humanitarian are too 
umeros enumerate Бабо to sy ГРОСС 
rompt presence о give succor à Мейли of 
acura calamities and. disasters are truly 
male Tes chool building program i 
Thrall in its magnitudo nuns 
pursuit Tt hns provided te eadera in rallying 
Ee Chinese communi to move în мер with the 
and aspirations of the Filipino people. 
FF CCCI has ruly sar ned the gratitude and 
goodwill of the Filipino people for reaching out 
E the needy and extending a hand to the poor. 
Mabuhay! 


roe in pushing 
ne progress. 
i flagship project 


invaluable services 


зо founding anniversary of the 
Federation of Filipino-Chinese Chamber of 
Commerce and Industry, 1 convey my heartielt 
gratitude to your ойсо and members for the 
FCCCI's many accomplishments that have 
made peoples ve better 

Познай your sese perhaps the country's 
bigear einni Chins дро organizator your 
Federation has btn a major economie influence 
ada unifying social force trough ive decade. 

Many have observed that the Federation has 
gone beyond matters of commerce and trado- 
Sithough in this area its contributions are 
nothing but major and have merited public 
acclaim. Noteworthy of these are civic and 
Балаа projet and endeavors for which 
ithas earned the ating goodwil and gratitude 
of our people 

"oir Federation has been blessed with a 
strong membership and a compassionate 
lexdertip. helping redefine the meaning of 
service and socal Empowerment. Tisi the 
Strength which you mst continue to nurture. 

‘Congratulation! 


Tn Behalf of the people of the City of 
Manila, extend warmest congratulations to 
the Federation of Filipino-Chinese of 
Commeres and and Industry, Inc. РОССИ) 
Озь Golden Anniversary celebration: 

Manlleneoe wil! long remember the deep 

comment and selfless cancern that РОССИ 
Fas shown. T inspired and иймей the founding 
of Chinese voluere brigades în Manda that 
ipe naved ives and property from desrucie 
fires Our brothers în depressed areas are the 
Sencar of its Operation: Mobile C that 
provide fee medical and det aistanee Our. 
Police district improved is police mobility by 
FFGCCIPs donation of brand new police cara 

1 Manila oo rected share of schools donated 

| de FFOOGT projet" Ops Barrio Sel 

“The steadfast flrs of the Federation of 

'lipino: Chinese Chambers of Commerce and 
diary le to provide socii services on 
top its contributions othe country economie 
| progresa deserves the city » highest 
Exminendation and recognition: 

My administration continues to pursue 

1 демдин ай area of бе Ciy believing that 
nly tough developmen can we hardie the 
Greatest challenge t we face todays that all 
EF berating our country from the clutches of 
y ibas Ipae FCOCIL Tate 
Jom commit o war towards anor where 
ach pio раму employa and enjoying а 
Ше йи he deseret Trough mid he 
been done in our accelerating urban renewal 
program, with FFCCCII оп our side, much 
nore can be achieved. 

We im the city government hope for the 
рома temanan Валио 
| BUBAYINNATIN ANG MAYNILA upang 
aging huwaran ang banal MABUHAY! 


жм 


[FEDERATION OF FILIPINO-CHINESE CHAMBERS OF COMMERCE & INDUSTRY, INC. 


T 22.5 Л. 


years of leadership, 


х Barrio Schools; a private sector 


—————— сш 
х 


‘Through the years, the Federation has been diligently extending its services to the inembjers,at tié same time, working for the welfare of all 
people, regardless of race or nationality. The services are not restricted on business and trade. It also déals With almost every aspect of mankind's 
living properly observed globalize freedom, and standards or mutual understariding and genuine friendship. Having a strict organizational structure, the 
Board of Directors takes charge in policy-making: It has now $9 directors with two years of term. Offi 


Officer of the Federation 

ino-ChineseChambersié, 

of Garimercé nti; Indutry, inc. 
2083 -20058, 


Dr. Lucio C. Tan ` 
тей Presidant 


Cr 
Jimmy. T Tang 
Vicente Yu 
Honorable President 
Robin C. Sy 
iE, 
Francis Chua 
Executive Vice President 
Pole Sov 


Lus. 
Vicente Sitosta * 


Чо relent 
Tan Tian Slong 
Henry Ah 
Alfonso б. Sly 

Vie Presid | 
Milan Sohn 


NUN 


" 


2+ АЕ 


“ч КУА 


,commitment & service. | 


"S "I we 


The Federation of Filipino-Chinese Chambers of Commerce and Industry, Inc. was | 


3 $, established on March 29, 1954 as a non-stack, non-profit organization. The Federation's 
7 ME paramount objectives are: to foster and encourage the development and growth of trade and. 


ийге in the Philippines, to cultivate, promote, and enkance friendly relations between members, 
1o cooperate with the Philippine Governiment in the implementation of its national policies to foster and support 
the development and growth of economic developments and other programs that will promote the progress of our nation. 


- 


i 


algo participate in decision-making. 


d PRESIDENT'S MESSAGES | 


| 


= Greetings Celebrate with us the goth Anniversary of the 
Federation of Filipino-Chinese Chambers of Commerce and Industry, Inc. 


* 1 ` During our 50 years of existence, the Federation has channeled 
its efforts in promoting the growth of business and implementing social 
‘welfare projets that bring about growth and prosperity, not onl tothe 
Chinese-Filipino community, but also to the mainstream Filipino society. 


2i +1 Our celebration pays tribute to the forerunners of the Federation, 
‘Through their determination, hard work and commitment, they 
surmounted all difficulties and led the Federation to success. 


We take this occasion as an opportunity to thank our sponsors, donors, 
‘and partners in the Chinese-Filipino community, Philippine government, 
foreign governments, business community, and overseas organizations 
for working with us and supporting our projects these past five decades 


Our Federation has indeed come a long way from its humble 
beginnings to the largest: ethnic- based business organization in the 
‘country. 


While we may have already accomplished much, we remain 
committed to serving our country even more in the years to come. 


‚ FOLLOWING ARE THE MAIOR 5. Support to Local Industries and asa prime mover when it comes to 


PROGRAMS AND PROJECTS OF Workers: To promote the development projects that alleviate poverty and 


a E ыу “© 


x Vicente Tan. 
Оорду Secretary General 


Committees & Head Committee 


EXTERNAL AFFAIRS COMMITTEE 
Henry Lim Bon Liong 


PEACE & SUB COMMITTEE. 
John C. Kaw 


TRADE & INDUSTRY COMMITTEE 
‘Alfonso A. Uy 


INDUSTRIAL RELATIONS COMMITTEE 
Benjamin Co 


TAX & BUSINESS ADVOCACY COMMITTEE 
Peter Colangco 


WAYS & MEANS COMMITTEE 
She Ling Tan 


WELFARE COMMITTEE 
Enrique T. Chua 


ARBITRATION COMMITTEE 
‘Angel Tan 


AGRICULTURA & NATURAL RESOURCES 
COMMITEE 
Ong Eng Chan 


ORGANIZATION COMMITTEE 
Tan Ching 


EDUCATION & CULTURE COMMITTEE 
Wiliam Chan 


YOUTH & INTEGRATION COMMITTEE. 
Angel Ngu 


MEDIA & PUBLIC INFORMATION COMMITTEE 
Elpidio T. Duca. 


PROPERTY MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE 
Ng Siu Seng 


‘SPECIAL PROJECTS COMMITTEE 
‘Alfredo M. Yao 


"THE FEDERATION HAS THREE 

CLASSES OF MEMBI 

1. Associate Members- chambers of conmeros, 
trade and business associations in the 
Philippines. 

2.Non-Association Members- refers to financial, 
trade, enterprise, stores, factories and 
other business entities that do not belong 
to any chambers or business associations, 

3.Sustaining Member - refers to business 
entities or individuals, regardless of race, 
religion, nationalities, but believe in the 
objectives and principles of the Federation, 
and willing to support the Federation 
the attzinment of its objectives and purposes 
A member is admitted after screening 
and approval of the Board of Directors, 


. BEST COPY AVAILABLE | 


us 


FU 


"and Invesim 


pu 


of logal industries and save the jobs empower the needy to improve their 
{,1deal workers, the Federation lives Since its inception in 1954, 
“spearheaded the Buy Pinoy the Federation has relentlessly 
‘Moyement..In partnership with implemented programs and projects 
other business and industry federations, by tapping the resouroes of its members 
the Buy Pinoy campaign seekgito and like-minded individuals and 

encourage cohsumlers-to patronize organizations In Maich 29, 1979, then di 
S ed Philippine President Ferdinand Е. 

болада companies improve ey Mars prosa Match в арай, 

{sauality of goods and веть аа mea 


nit Mission and 


“forging partnerships with international 


chambers of commerce and business 
organizations. The Federation initiates 
and participates in trade, investments, 
and goodwill missions to various 
countries. These provide opportunities 
for the Federation to forge agreements 


and cooperation with foreign counterparts 
especially across Asia, bringing in 
much needed investments to the 


Philippines. 


2. Alliance with local business 
organizations. The Federation 
continues to strengthen its alliance. 
with other business federations 
and organizations by working in 
partnership with them in pursuing В 
worthy economic and socio-civic 
projects. The Federation has been 
active in advocacy work to improve 
the business environment and hasten 


economic development. 


3. Тах Information and Advocacy. 
‘The federation encourages its members. 

ith tax laws to help the 
government generate revenues for 


to comply 


services needed by the people: The 
Federation regularly 
information on tax laws and 
regulations to its members through 
seminars and distribution of- materials. / 
"Through dialogue with national and: 
local officials, the Federation also 


1, Operation: Barrio Schools. In the 
1960's, the Federation was aware 
that the population growth led to 
demand for more classrooms. 
Knowing that young children could. 
not possibly hold classes on an open 
field during rainy season or even 
under the hot sun, the Federation 
started its flagship project 
Operation: Barrio Schools, which 
involves the donation of school 
buildings in areas where classrooms 
are needed. 
Under the Barrio Schools Project, 
the Federation raises funds to finance 
the construction of standard 7x14 
meter two-room schoolbuildings 
Donations from officers of the 
Federation and from the Chinese - 
Filipino community are pooled in a 
special fund to be utilized е 
for the project. 
Operation Barrio Schools is the 
longest-running and biggest private 
sector-led development program 
focused on educational infrastructure. 
In recent years, construction of the 
бей schools have accelerated as 


“The Federation also condugtasems 
average of three Jobs. 
Since 2001, about, 10,00 

z dies and private idividuals supported the 
have been hired and intervielwed by ү, * 
et participating companies, The job fie, бт bout Зов 
Are conducted in partnership withthe bave ОУ been етед over io 
Department of Labor and Employment d milion schoolchildren 
and participating companies. 


6; Free Business Seminars. Free seminars, Pet school day, 


‘seeks to resolve issues related to fiscal. Workshops and symposia provided by the 
and tax policies. р 
4. Enhancement of. Indusrial Concerning labor, taxation, customs, 


Relations, 


monthly 


"The Federation holds 
breakfast 
mectings with the DOLE-NCR 
Director and other concerned labor 


authorities to discuss. 


employment and labor-management 
relations. Labor-management 
consultations are also held to 
disseminate and draw feedback on 
new labor policies and regulations. improve the business environment, the 


Federation on laws and strategies 


intellectual property, productivity 
improvement and others allow those 
‘engaged in business to improve company 
performance and compliance with laws 
and regulations. 


В. Social Welfare Programs һе operatio 
Program, and its reputation for 
Aside from projects that help 

promptly and at the lowest cost, the ( 
Federation was tapped to be the 


Federation has been well recognized 
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Greetings! Congratulations to the Federation 
of Filipino Chinese Chambers of Commerce 
nd Industry, Inc on Из 30th Anniversary. 

"The past five decades have been full of 
achievement for ЕРСССП. Tt has come а long 
Say om simply а business organization to being 
‘ne of the mont active partners of government 
im mation baling 

From business promotion to delivery of 
peores basie nene impact of PECORIS 
ars program and proc are immeasurable 
As the big brother o the Chinese-Filipine 
community, the РОССИ has helped the 
Community preserve its culture and sditon bt 
ft the same time promoted integration into 
Mainstream soci 

congratulate РЕСССИ for its achievements 
in the past ал41 wish ie success nal йз бише 
endestors Mabuhay Kayong Lahat! 


] Di 


pol 
Tam honored to congratulate most warmly 
the ой» and members of the Federation of 
Filipino-Chinese Chamber of Commerce and 
Industry Ine. (FFCCCII) on the Golden 
Anmivesary celebration of th prestigious civie 
TFOCCIL and its leader can sit back and ake 
pride in their em ble record of achievement in 
Ehe lst half century of worthy service to the 
county and our people Иа humanitarian are oo 
maneras о елшпегме Slice to у FFCOCITs 
prompt presence to give succor t victims of 
Datura calamities and. disasters are truly 
admirable. Its school building program is 
ral inte maga snd net 
pura Te has provided бе leadership тан, 
а ome nay wah he 
‘sions and aspirations of che Filipino people. 
ҮСССИ has тту cerned he ratte and 
goodwill the pio people for Teaching out 
ES the needy and extending a hand to the poor. 
Em 


On the sot founding anniversary of the 

Federation of Filipino-Chinese Chamber of 

Commerce and Industry 1 convey my heartielt 

gratitude to your offers and members for the 
FOCCITs many accomplishments that have 
nade people's lives beter, 

Ваша your алоча perhaps the county’ 
biggest etic Chinese Pilipino organization our 
Federation has been a major economie nance 
and a unifying social foree, rough five decades. 

Many hate observed dit the Federation bas 
gone beyond matters of commerce and rade 
hothing but major and have merited publie 
echan Noteworthy of these are cii and 
Палата projets and endeavors for whieh 
it has earned he hing good and gratitude 
of our people. 

"Your Federation has been blessed with a 
leadership, helping redefine the meaning of 
service and socal empowerment. This ia the 
Strength which you mus continue ta nurture 

Congrstuiont 


Tn behalf of the people of the Cty of 

Manil extend warmest congratulations о 

eration of Filipino-Chinese of 

sere and and Industry, Inc (FFOCCII) 
Golden Anniversary celebration. 

Manileeos wil lang remember the deep 
сотадйет and ada concern that FFCDCII 
Ras shown: иргей and ated the ong 
of Chinese volunteer Gre brigader in Manda hat 
fled аме Ties and property from destructive 
fies Our brothers їп depressed areas are the 
Beneficiaries ofits Operation: Моде Clinic hat 
provided ic medical and dental stance Our. 
police йыш: improved its police mobility by 
FRCCCIs donation оГ brand new police eart 
Mania too received s share of schoo donated 
Ws РОО Opes: Ban Sk” 

"The ой of the Federation of 

ipino-Chinese Chambers of Commerce and 
Industry. In to provide socio-civie services оп 
{apts contributions to the country’s anomie 
progress deserves the city's highest 
оордоп and recognition: 

My adininistraton continues to pursue 
елду ай аел Г the Су, believing that 
only through development сап we hurdle the 
resent challenge tat we face today: that all 
EF berating our county from the clutches of 
авто ВЕРЕС Tee 
Jon сот! o work wards a тотон where 
{ach Ийрию и риу employed and enjoying a 
{al e hat he deserves. Through much has 
been done in our scedersting urbem renewal 

rogram, wi ich 
ort can be achieved. 

We in the city government hope for the 
воа белавз tw your facon. 

BUHAYIN NATIN ANG MAYNILA upang 

uvaram ang bansa! MABUHAY 


FEDERATION OF FILIPINO-C 
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years of 


The Federation of Filipino-Chinese Chambers of Commerce and Industry, Inc. was 

Ф, established on March 29, 1954 as a non-stock, non-profit organization. The Federation's 
paramount objectives are: to foster arid encourage the development and growth of trade and 
fiidustries in the Philippines to cultivate, promote, and enhance friendly relations between members, 


HINESE CHAMBERS OF COMMERCE & INDUSTRY, INC. 
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leadership, commitment & service. 


| 
i 
i 


To cooperate with the Philippine Government in the implementation of. its national policies to foster and support 
the development and growth of. economic developments and óther programs that will promote the progress of our nation. 


* "Through the years, the Federation has been diligently extending its services to the members, at the same time, working for the welfare of all 3 


people, regardless of race or nationality. The services are not restricted on business and trade. It also deals with almost every aspect of mankind's 4 
living properly observed globalize freedom, and standards or mutual understanding and genuine friendship, Having a strict organizational structure, the 
Board of Directors takes charge in policy-making. It has now $9 directors with two years of term. Officers also participate in decision-making. 
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Robert Siy Chin 
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John K. Tan 
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Tan Tian Siong 
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Vien Preset 
William Cobuchong 
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Vicente Tan 
Deputy Secretary General 


Committees & Head Committee 


EXTERNAL AFFAIRS COMMITTEE 
Henry Lim Bon Liong 


PEACE & SUB COMMITTEE 
John C. Kaw 


TRADE & INDUSTRY COMMITTEE 
‘Affonso A. Uy 


INDUSTRIAL RELATIONS COMMITTEE 
Benjamin Co 


TAX & BUSINESS ADVOCACY COMMITTEE 
Peter Colangco 


WAYS & MEANS COMMITTEE. 
'She Ling Tan 


WELFARE COMMITTEE 
Enrique T. Chua 


ARBITRATION COMMITTEE. 
Angel Tan 


AGRICULTURA & NATURAL RESOURCES. 
‘COMMITEE 
‘Ong Eng Chan 


ORGANIZATION COMMITTEE 
Tan Ching 


EDUCATION & CULTURE COMMITTEE 
‘Wiliam Chan 


YOUTH & INTEGRATION COMMITTEE 
Angel Ngu 


MEDIA & PUBLIC INFORMATION COMMITTEE. 
Elpidio T. Duca. 


PROPERTY MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE 
Ng Siu Seng 


‘SPECIAL PROJECTS COMMITTEE 
Alfredo M. Yao 


‘THE FEDERATION HAS THREE 

CLASSES OF MEMBERS: 

1. Asociate Members- chambers of commerce, 
trade and business associations in the. 
Philippines. 

2 Non-Assciation Members refers to financial, 
trade, enterprise, stores, factories and 
other business entities that do not belong 
to any chambers or business associations. 

5 Sustaining Member - refers to business 
entities or individuals, regardless of race, 
religion, nationalities, but believe in the 
objectives and principles of the Federation, 
and willing to support the Federation 
the attainment of its objectives and purposes 
‘A member is admitted after screening 
and approval of the Board of Directors. 


MR. ROBIN C.SY 


FOLLOWING ARE THE MAJOR 
PROGRAMS AND PROJECTS OF 


EE NE 

> 1, Trade and инни Mission and 
“forging partnerships with international 
chambers of commerce and business 
organizations The Federation initiates 
and participates in trade, investments, 
and goodwill missions to various 
countries These provide opportunities 
for the Federation to forge agreements 
and cooperation with eign corps 
especially across Asia, bringing in 
much needed investments to the 
Philippines. 

2. Alliance with local business 
organizations. The Federation 
continues to strengthen its alliance 
with other business federations 
and organizations by working in 
partnership with them in pursuing 
worthy economic and socio-civie 
projects The Federation has been 
active in advocacy work to improve 
the business environment and hasten 
economic development, 


3. Tax Information and Advocacy. 
The federation encourages its members 
to comply with tax laws to help the 
government generate revenues for 
services needed by the people. The 
Federation regularly disseminates 
information on tax laws and 
regulations to its members through 
seminars and distribution of materials. 
‘Through dialogue with national and 
local officials, the Federation also 
seeks to resolve issues related to fiscal 
and tax policies. 

4. Enhancement of Indusrial 
Relations. “The Federation holds 
monthly breakfast 
meetings with the DOLE-NCR 
Director and other concerned labor 
authorities to discuss issues on 
‘employment and labor-management 
relations. Labor-management 
consultations are also held to 
disseminate and draw feedback on 
new labor policies and regulations. 
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Greetings! Celebrate with us ti 
Federation of Filipino-Chinese Chambers. 

During our 50 years of existence, the Federation has channeled 
its efforts in promoting the growth of business and implementing social 
welfare projects that bring гом and prosperity, not only to ће 
Chinese-Filipino community but also to the mainstream Filipino society. 


he oth Anniversary of the 
of Commerce and Industry, Ine. P 


Our celebration pays tribute to the forerunners of the Federation. 
Through their determination, hard work and commitment, they 
surmounted all difficulties and led the Federation to success. 


We tale this occasion as an opportunity to thank our sponsors, donors, 
and partners in the Chinese-Filipino community, Philippine government, 
foreign governments, business community, and overseas organizations 
for working with us and supporting our projects these past five decades. 


Our Federation has indeed come a long way from its humble 
beginnings to the largest ethnic- based business organization in the 
country. 


While we may have already accomplished much, we remain 
committed to serving our country even more in the years to come. 


5. Support to Local Industries and asa prime mover when it comes to 
Workers: То promote the development projects that alleviate poverty and 
of local industries and save the jobs empower the needy to improve their 
of local workers, the Federation lives Since its inception in 1954, 
‘spearheaded the Buy Pinoy the Federation has relentlessly 
Movement. In partnership with implemented programs and projects 
other business and industry federations, by tapping theresnurocsof itsmembers 
the Büy Pinoy Vive зеек то and like-minded individuals and 
encourage cónsumere-to patronize oryanizaions In Maichee, 1979,then 1 
goods and gétyices обо раев Philippine President Ferdinand 
that egiploy Filipitor "Ft alao ра ET 
serge... “Federation Week? to acknowledge _, 
7" and honor the Federation for its 
social contributions; s i 


1. Operation: Barrio Schools. 1n the 
1960's, the Federation 

that the population growth led to 
demand for more classrooms. 
Knowing that young children could 
not possibly hold classes on an open 
field during rainy season or even 
under the hot sun, the Federation 
started its flagship project 
Operation: Barrio Schools, which 
involves the donation of school 
buildings in areas where classrooms 
are needed. 

* Under the Barrio Schools Project, 
the Federation raises funds о finance 
the construction of standard 7x14 
meter two-room schoolbuildings. 
Donations from officers of the 

aeration and from the Chinese - 
Filipino community are pooled ina 
special fund to be utilized es 
for the project. 
Operation Barrio Schools is the. 
longest-running and biggest private 
sector-led development program 
focused on educatignal infrastructure. 
In recent years, construction of the 
neta "Onáted schools have accelerated as 
average of three Jobs Е: а year. ore Ril more members organizations 


Since 2001, about 10,000applicants 
5 ү and private idividuals supported the 
have been hired and interviewed by rie itia brin 


are conducted in partnership with the ave АЧЧУ bean ШЕТ vet 
Бос ero Emeen d umen 
‘and participating companies. 

6. Free Business Seminars. Free seminars, Pet school day 

workshops and symposia provided by the 

Federation on laws and strategies 
concerning labor, taxation, customs, 
intellectual property, productivity 
improvement and others allow those 
‘engaged in business to improve company 
performance and compliance with laws 
and regulations. 


The Federation also conductas 


bi. 
2. Other Schoolbualding Construction. 
Project. Because of the success of 


i 


B. Social Welfare Programs 


Aside from projects that help. 
improve the business environment, the 
Federation has been well recognized 
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the operation: Barrio School 
Program, and its reputation for 
constructing schoolbuildings 
promptly and at the lowest cost, the 
Federation was tapped to be the 


mem 


T 

{ъа governments partner in various 

| government projects for school 

| building construction. 

1 Tn the late 1980/5, then 
President of the Philippines, 
Corazon C. Aquino entrusted huge 

| amounts of fonds to the Federation 

| for the construction of, school 
| buildings. And now, Philippine Pres. 
үне also 
entrusted to the Federation P70 
|. million from the President's Social 
| Fund for the construction of 
| schootbuildings under the PGMA 
Schoolbuilding Project. 


‘The Operation: Barrio Schools got 
another boost from the government, 
with the decision of Senator Franklin 
Drilon to assign P170 million/974. 
classrooms of hisCountrywide 
Development Fund to he Federation. 
‘This money is being used for the 
construction of more than 400 
schoolbuildings in barangays with 
insufficient or no classrooms. 
re. 

[IO 

FRANKLIN ок 

RUN 


"This partnership between Senator 

alled 
the FFCCCIL-Drilon Schoolbuilding 
Project. It transfers the responsi 
of the constructing school buildings 
from the DPWH to the Federation 
under the Operation: Barrio Schools. 
According to Senator Drilon, this 
cuts in half the cost of school 
buildings, since a classroom built by 
the DPWH through private 
contractors can be built by the 
Federation for half the price. The 
Federation recently engaged in a 
program with the Departments of 
Education, Labor and Employment, 
and Foreign Affairs called the 
Classrooms Galing sa 
Mamamayang Pilipino Abroad or 
СОМА. The program seeks to solicit 
donations from Filipinos overseas 
for the construction of schoolbuildings 
in the spirit of bayanihan. 


3. Other Projects to promote 
educational Development, To further 
promote the development of 
education, The Federation embarked 
опа scholarship program in partnership. 
with Metrobank Foundation, Inc, the 
"FFCCCII-Metrobank Foundation 
Share a Gift of Education Program” 
It provides educational subsidy to 
180 qualified elementary and high 
school students in accredited 
Chinesc-Filipino schools nationwide. 
"The federation is also a partner of 
the Connect-Ed ph Program-private 
sector initiative that seeks to provide 
computers and Internet access to 
public schools nationwide in support 
of President Arroyo's PCs for Public 
Schools Program. 


Your Bank 


+. Operation: Mobile Clinic. Free 
medical and dental services and free 
medicines are provided to indigents 
not only in Metro Manila but in other 
provinces as well. Since 1980, these 
services have been rendered by the 
Federation and its Chapters with the 
help of pharmaceutical firms and 
volunteer services of physicians, dentists 
and nurses. 


eroe 


rice program that seeks self-sufficiency in 
rice. The farm has a green house and open. 
-air experiment areas planted with 56 
varieties of vegetables from China, 
Israel, Korea and the Philippines. The 
demo farm also serves as a bridge builder 
for the cooperation between the Philippines. 


чарг рат 


organizers respected leaders of community of foreigner staying in the Philippines, 
о 
improving the peace and order situation: the government document the stay of 


jn communities. 


Nowadays the country's safety and security time, it helps the foreigners who wish to 


shows significant improvement. 


aliensand generate revenues At thesare 5 


become Filipino citizens by giving them {| 


" ‘guidance and'advice on the processing |j 
э. Business and Economic Research. of ther applications for naturalization. 


Taking a proactive role in the policy making. 


Ў process, the Federation set up its research 


arm, the Federation Institute for 
Business and Economic Research 


| (FIBER), that provides inputs that aid in 


"The federation also forges alliances with 


5. Disaster Mitigation. In 2005, when the 
world was aflicted by “SARS”, especially 
in Asian countries, the Philippines was 
also threatened. The Federation gathered 
pertinent information from the Department. 
of Health as well as from some health 
experts to fully support the government 
in printing various posters оп the prevention 
and tips against SARS. Different member 
organizations, and in cooperation with 
different business sectors and associations 


tY availed of surgical mask for distribution 


to ай parts of the nation. The federation 
further assigned volunteers to spray 
disinfectant on various streets. Because 
of the cooperation and response of 
various sectors, the Philippines was spared 
from the devastating effects of SARS. The 
Federation's contribution to SARS 
prevention is indeed undeniable. 
RIS 


Hs d 
є. Relief Operations. In times of natural 
calamities and disasters, the Federation 
and its chapters are among the first to 
extend relief assistance. In coordination 
with local government units, food, clothing, 
medicines and other immediate needs are 
delivered to victims at the soonest time. 


7. Agricultural Demontration Farm. The 
federation developed an agricultural 
demonstration farm in Mabalacat, Pampanga 
to help the Philippines attain self-sufficiency 
in vegetables, complementing the hybrid 


of Choice 


universities and even government 
institutions in China for the exchange'of 


"expertise in agricilture. Agricultural 


technology seminars are also held from 

time to time to disseminate information 

on new and better agricultural 

‘technologies! E 
ici 


8. Improvement of. Peace and Order. Peace 
and order and public safety problems pose 
as major concerns for businessmen and 
investors, and their families In this light, 
The Federation holds regular dialogues. 
with government authorities concerned, 
including the Philippine President, to 
request for enforcement of strict measures 
to protect people's lives and property. 
While the Federation has made significant 
contributions in the government's peace 
and order programs it also has initiated 
several projects on its own. As one of the 
project partners of the Department of 
the Interior and Local Government in the. 
implementation of Parol 117, the 
Federation donated seven computers to 
upgrade the facilities of the 137" hotline. 
hub in Sampaloc, Manila. We also provide 


logistical support to our law enforcers to 
improve their erime fighting capabilities 
such as motorcycles night-vision goggles 
bullet-proof vests raincoats among others 
The Federation also helped the Philippine 
National Police organize the Community 
Monitoring System, which helps deter 
crimes and acts of terrorism at the 
community evel. The Federation was also 
instrumental in the setting up of the 
Councils of Community Elders which 


in various national issues and policy 
discussions =. 


10. Meditation, and Arbituation. ' As. 14: Büsiness Promotion : Trade 
‘the big brother of the Chinese-Filipino Fairs and Missions. The Federation 
community, the Federation fosters unity hosts and participated in various 
and understanding among the embers trade fairs and sends investments 
‘of the Chinese-Filipino community:by missions to other countries Through 
providing a vchue to settle amicably ‘these missionis; and through the 
‘business and personal conflicts Through. various meetings we'éonduct with | 
the Federation's meditation and arbitration, foreign embassies and foreign investors 
"Eostly court proceedings anid prolonged to visit the Philippines, we have 


disputes are avoided. 


generated investinents and busin 


partnerships in various industries. 


The Federati 


n also sponsors 


Business seminars anid other fora that 
Promote better management skills 
among enterpreneurs 


aec * 


TI Cultural Development, The 


Federation spearheads the annual + 


celebration of the Chinesc-Filipino. 


11. Promoted the Development of Science 
and Technology. The Federation works 
їп partnership with the Department of 
Science and Technology (DOST) to 
support research and development, and 
propagate the use of various locally 
developed technologies. The federation. 
маз a partner of the DOST in granting 
national awards to top inventors and 
science students to give incentives and 
‘encourage them to continue pursuing the 
field of science and technology. The 
Federation also held educational tours of 
Chinesc-Fülipino businessmen and students 
to reseach and technology centers to 
introduce locally developed technologies 
that the private sector may tap for possible. 
application in various trade and industries. 


ommarityof the Philippine Independence. 
Day to recognize the significant roles 
‘the Chinese Filipino played in the nation's 
history and topromote nationalism. The 
Federation also host cultural programs 
asa means of preserve the rich culture 
and traditions of Chinese-Flipinos and 
to educate other Filipinos aout the 
Chinese-Filipinos unique blend of two 
cultures 


LOOKING FORWARD 


The program cited are 


only some of. the many programs 
and projects that the Federation has 
carried out this past 5 decades, As 
said’ It is hard to star up, it is 
‘more difficult to maintain.” Still, 
the Federation is not satisfied with 
its recent achievements, but will 


a 

12. Initiated the formation of. volunteer. 
fire brigades. In the early 1960's the 
Federation iniated the establishment of 
fire brigades and volunteer firefighters. 
Whenever a fire occurs, the brigade 
volunteers immediately help the 
government's fire brigade to fight the 
fire. This project also merit great support 
and appreciation. From then on, different 
areas in the country established their own 
volunteer fire brigades. Various 
circumtances of courgeous undertakings 


mainstream society. 


13. Assistance to Foreign Nationals. 


continuosly look forward and 
work harder for more substantial 
and better outcome, so as to thank 
the support and concern of the 
society 


As such, it aspires to have 


a share in the responsibility of 
shaping life and enhancing the 
sustainability and developing the 
resources for the good and benefit 
г of all and in administering and 
earned the applause and recognition of ordering the relationship of society 
in the political and socio- 
economical sphere. This is in time 


‘The Federation works with the Bureau or the celebration of the 
of Immigration to address the problem Federation 50th Anniversary, in 
of illegal aliens from China. It provides reminiscence of the past and 
the venue for the annual renewal of unfailing hope for the future, 
Alien Certificates of Registration (АСИ) pCCCIT. Mabuhay! 
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the government's partner in various 
| government projects for school 
building construction. 
їп the late 1980'S, then: 
President of the Philippines, 
Corazon C. Aquino entrusted huge 
amounts of funds to the Federation 
for the construction of, school 
buildings. And now, Philippine Pres. 
Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo also 
entrusted to the Federation P70 
million from the President's Social 
Fund for the construction of 
schoolbuildings under the PGMA 
Schoolbuilding Project. 


The Operation: Barrio Schools got 
another boost from the governmen 
swith the decision of Senator Franklin. 
Drilon to assign P170 million/974 
classrooms of hisCountrywide 
Development Fund to the Federation 
This money is being used for the 
construction of more than 400 
schoolbuildings in barangays with 
insufficient or no classrooms. 


Je 
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pi nership between Senator 
Drilon and the Federation is called 
the FFOCCII-Drilon Schoolbuilding 
Project. It transfers the responsibility 
of the constructing school buildings 
from the DPWH to the Federation. 
under the Operation: Barrio Schools. 
According to Senator Drilon, this. 
cuts in half the cost of school 
buildings since a classroom built by 
the DPWH through private 
contractors can be built by the 
Federation for half the price. The 
Federation recently engaged in a 
program with the Departments of 
Education, Labor and Employment, 
and Foreign Affairs called the 
Classrooms Galing sa 
Mamamayang Pilipino Abroad or 
СОМА. The program seeks to solicit 
donations from Filipinos overseas 
for the construction of schoolbuildings 
in the spirit of bayanihan. 


3. Other Projects to promote 
educational Development. To further 
promote the development of 

education, The Federation embarked 
опа scholarship program in partnership 
with Metrobank Foundation, Inc, the 
"FFCCCII-Metrobank Foundation 
Share a Gift of Education Program” 
It provides educational subsidy to 
160 qualified elementary and high 
school students in accredited 
CChinese-Filipino schools nationwide. 

“The federation is also a partner of 
the Connect-Ed ph Program-private 
sector initiative that secks to provide 
computers and Internet access to 
public schools nationwide in support 
of President Arroyo's PCs for Public 
Schools Program. 


4. Operation: Mobile Clinic. Free 
medical and dental services and free 
medicines are provided to indigents 
not only in Metro Manila but in other 
provinces as well. Since 1980, these 
services have been rendered by the 
Federation and its Chapters with the 
help of pharmaceutical firms and 
volunteer services of physicians, dentists 
and nurses. 


5. Disaster Mitigation. 1n 2008, when the 
моі хаайа by ЗАНУ, especially 
iy Asian antris che Philippines was 
also threatened. The Federation gathered 
pertinent information from the Department. 
Sf Health as wel as from some health 
experts to fly support the government 
i printing various ponera pn the presen 
and tips against SARS. Different member 
availed of src nen Бе distribution 
iol parts of the nation: The federation 
further serine volunteers to spray 
of the cooperation and response of 
varus stre бе Papin was spared 
fn the devastating ecu SARS, The 
Federation's contribution to SARS 
prevention is indeed undeniable. 
Пень Te 
ES an 


calamities and disasters, the Federation 
and its chapters are among the first to 
extend relief assistance. In coordination 
with local government units, food, clothing, 
medicines and other immediate needs are 
delivered to victims at the soonest time. 


7. Agricultural Demontration Farm. The 
federation developed an agricultural 
demonstration farm in Mabalacat, Pampanga 
10 help the Philippines attain self-sufficiency 
in vegetables, complementing the hybrid 


rice program that secks self-sufficiency in. 
rice. The farm has а green house and open 
-air experiment areas planted with 56 
varieties of vegetables from China, 
Israel, Korea and the Philippines. The 
demo farm also serves as a bridge builder 
for the cooperation between the Philippines 
and China on improved food production. 


"The federation also forges alliances with 
universities and even government. 
institutions in China for the exchange of 
expertise in agriculture. Agricultural 
‘technology seminars are also held from 
‘ime to time to disseminate information 
on new and better agricultural 
technologies. T 


8. Improvement of. Peace and Order. Peace 
and order and public safety problems pose 
as major concerns for businessmen and 
investors, and their families. In this light, 
‘The Federation holds regular dialogues 
with government authorities concerned, 
including the Philippine President, to. 
request for enforcement of strict measures 
to protect people's lives and property. 
While the Federation has made significant 
contributions in the government's peace 
and order programs, it also has initiated 
several projects on its own. As one of the 
project partners of the Department of 
the Interior and Local Government in the 
implementation of Parol 117, the 
Federation donated seven computers to 
upgrade the facilities of the "117" hotline 
hub in Sampaloc, Manila. We also provide 


logistical support to our law enforcers to 
improve their erime fighting capabilities 
such as motorcycles night-vision goggles, 
bullet-proof vests raincoats, among others. 
“The Federation also helped the Philippine 
National Police organize the Community 
Monitoring System, which helps deter 
crimes and acts of terrorism at the 
community level. The Federation was also 
instrumental in the setting up of the 
Councils of Community Elders which 


“organizers respected leaders of community of forcignerstaying in the Philippines, | 
to work hand-in-hand with law enforcers in especially the Cinese rationals Thishaps. 
improving the peace and order situation the government document the stay of 
in communities. ‘aliens and generate revenues At the same 
Nowadays the country’s safety and security timg, it helps the foreigners who wish | 
shows significant improvement. become Filipino citizens by giving them 
guidance and advice on the processing 
9. Business and Economic Research. ions for naturalization, 
‘Taking a proactive role in the policy making. 
process, the Federation set up its research 
arm, the Federation Institute for 
Business and Economic Research 
(FIBER), that provides inputs that aid in 
articulating the position of the Federation 
in various national issues and policy 
discussions 
10. Meditation and Arbituation. “As 
the big brother of the Chinese-Filipino 
community, the Federation fosters unity 
and understanding among the members 
of the Chinese-Filipino community by 
providing a venue to settle amicably 
iess and personal conflicts Through. 
the Federation's meditation and arbitration, 
tly court proceedings and prolonged 
disputes arc avoided. 


14 Biisiness Promotion : Trade 
Fairs and Missions. The Federation 
hosts and participated in various 
trade fairs and sends investments 
missions to other countries Through 
these missions, and through the 
various meetings we éonduet with 
foreign embassies and foreign investors 
to visit the Philippines, we have 
generated investments and business 
partnerships in various industries 
The Federation also.sponsors 
Business seminars and other fora that 
promote better management skills 
among enterpreneurs, 


is. Cultural Development. The 

Federation spearheads the annual 
celebration of the Chinese-Filipino 
‘conmanityof the Philippine Independence 
Day to recognize the significant roles 

the Chinese Filipino played in theration's 

history and topromote nationalism The 

Federation also host cultural programs 

asa means of preserve the rich culture 

and traditions of Chinese-Flipinos and 

to educate other Filipinos aout the 

Chincse-Fipinos unique blend of two 

cultures 


11. Promoted the Development of Science 
and Technology. The Federation works 
in partnership with the Department of 
Science and Technology (DOST) to 
support research and development, and 
propagate the use of various locally 
developed technologies. The federation 
маз a partner of the DOST in granting 
national awards to top inventors and 
science students to give incentives and 
‘encourage them to continue pursuing the 
field of scienceand technology. The * 
Federation also held educational tours of 
Chincse-Filipino businessmen and students 
to reseach and technology centers to 
introduce locally developed technologies 
that the private sector may tap for possible 
application in various trade and industries. 


LOOKING FORWARD 


The program cited are 
only some of the many programs 
and projects that the Federation has 
carried out this past 5 decades. As 
said'It is hard to star up, it is 
more difficult to maintain.” Still, 
the Federation is not satisfied with 
its recent achievements, but will 
continuosly look forward and 
work harder for more substantial 
and better outcome, so as to thank 
the support and concern of the 
society. 


12. Initiated the formation of. volunteer 

fire brigades. In the carly 1960's the 
Federation iniated the establishment of 
fire brigades and volunteer firefighters. 
Whenever a fire occurs, the brigade 
volunteers immediately help the 
government's fire brigade to fight the 
fire. This project also merit great support 
and appreciation. From then on, different 
areas in the country established their own 
volunteer fire brigades. Various 
circumtances of courgeous undertakings 
earned the applause and recognition of 
mainstream society. 


As such, it aspires to have 
a share in the responsibility of 
shaping life and enhancing the 
sustainability and developing the 
resources for the good and benefit 
of all and in administering and 
ordering the relationship of society 
in the political and socio- 
economical sphere. This is in time 
for the celebration of the 
Federation 50th Anniversary, in 


13. Assistance to Foreign Nationals. 
"The Federation works with the Bureau 
of Immigration to address the problem 
of illegal aliens from China. It provides reminiscence of the past and 
the venue for the annual renewal of upfailing hope for the future, 
Alien Certificates of Registration (АСИЗ) ЕРСССИ...Мабыйау! 
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[ "Tam the truth and the life. No one comes near my Father except through Me...” 


INOCENCIA “Ising” 1. ROA | 


December 28, 1940 - September 14, 2004 


зан, PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER 7... ШШ) ° 


JOSE LUIS C. DEL MORAL 


(August 19, 1935 - September 12, 2004) 


S. PINGOY 


Joined his Creator 
on 10 Sepiember 2004 at the age of 78 


His loving wife, Encarnita Abiera-Del Moral, children, 
Pooh & Larry, Ana & Rolly, grandchildren, Theressa 
& Isabelle, relatives and friends request for your most 
gracious prayers. 


She shall be missed by her dearest husband Roberto “Tito” Roa; 
children Romy and Lot-lot, Lilet; siblings Irenea, Ernesto, Nene and Abe. 


state at La Funeraria Paz, 143 С. Araneta Avenue, 


His bereaved wife, NICASIA: and children 
PATRICIO, CHERYL, ALEX, LOURDES, 
CORAZON. BERNADETTE and JOSE: 
sister and brother, опаты, daughters-in-law 

‘and grandchildren request the pious readers 
o pray for tbe eternal epos of his soul 
His remains lie in state at his residence, 
Mabini Extension, Carmen, Ozamiz Chy. 


Inermen willbe on Friday, 17 September 2004 
‘a the Roman Catholic Cemetery, Aguada, 
Ozamiz City, айег 8:00 a.m. Mass at 

Immaculate Conception Cithed 


Her remains 
Quezon City. 

Cremation will be on Saturday, September 18, 2004 at Funeraria Paz 
Crematory after the 9:00 a.m. Mass at Chapel А. 


і 


His remains lie in state at the Santuario de San Jose, East 
Greenhills, San Juan. 


Interment will be on Sunday, 19* of September 2004 
after the 9 o' clock Mass in the morning. 


CLASSIFIEDS _ 


Inquirer CLASSIFIEDS Loads of mass offerings, flowers, food and donation 
аш is Our most heartfelt gratitude for all of these blessings, oh Lord. 
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May they be blessed a thousand fold. 
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THE Theater Arts 107 and 108 е cathartic effect of a Greek 


classes and Communication tragedy. It portrays the conflict G/F TRINITY BLDG. 

Werde шу sera URS OS uua ENGR. CRISTINO V. LAUREL 
sity of the Philippines Los Bafios апа man, and between the loy- Call BABES, ERIC or GRIG at TEL. NO.: 527-3342 / 522-4406 Mem t M 

will be staging Antigone, а alty to the family and the state. 


Greek tragedy by Sophocles. Professor Noel Torreta, Chair 
‘Antigone tells the story ofa. ofthe Humanities Department, 
young princess who defies а says "There із much to be 
cruel decree issued by her learned from watching 


а DEATH NOTICES 


um avenue ALBERTO K. CORVERA 


uncle, King Creon, forbidding Antigone, particularly about z : 
the burial of Polynetces, his what is to be human, what wis le | Petar died in the grac of our Lard on Sept. 13 206 atthe age of 67 
brother and aggressor of dom there isin suffering. оту z 1 H H Visayas Avenue, Project 6, Quezon City. 
Thebes. Her will and defiance, for this, the presentation of this | |5 e S| menti О te South Comet 
which she carried until her play would have been worth it” Жалы = o жк А dine Y 
death, caused suffering tooth- Antigoneisunderthedirecton | | = eroe] E JUANITO MENDOZA-PAGTALUNAN 
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BUSINESS 


YOUR PROBLEM: BUSINESS EXPANSION 


MAORHARIOS Bank lending up 3.6% 


By Doris C. Dumlao cent from month-ago level. The BSP believes that the moder- 
The manufacturing sector account- ate credit demand and investment 
LOANS extended by the country’s ed for 26 percent ofthe total loansex- growth implied that credit conditions 
‘commercial banks rose by 3.6 percent tended by the banks. Loans tothissec- would remain supportive of the econ- 
їп July from a year ago, as the robust tor which in turn accounts for about omy’ growth path. 
economic growth in thefitstsemester 70 percent of the country’s industrial The BSP expects credit activity to 
resulted in moderate business expan- Output, were up by 3.8 percent. strengthen further in the months 
sion. Loans to the agriculture, forestry ahead as consumer spending contin- 
Bangko Sentral ng Pilipinas statis- and fishery sector also went up by ues to tise and investments start to 
tics indicated that the outstanding about 10.8 percent from a year ago, pickup. 
ш of commercial banks reached sunning de рше а anal | Despite te governments айе 
P149 trillion in. growth posted in June. fiscal. position, robust private con- 
-SVENSON'S HAIR LOSS Rx: _ e increase was fueled by higher ^ This refecred the robust perfor. sumption fueled by electo spending 
borrowings by the following: agricul- mance of the farm sector, which a- and higher use of cellular phones al- 


Non-Surgical tare orestyand fishery sero elec- cot for afin of the domestic lowed the domestic economy to proi 


tricity, gas and water; manufacturing; economy. This sector posted а 6.61- by 6.2 percent in the second quarter 
ж 3 wholesale and retail trade; trans- percent production growth inthe first froma year ago. 

alr ntegration etho Portion, storage and communica. Semester due to bumper palay and This broug the ist semester gross 

tion and, community, personal and corn harvests. domestic product growth to 6.3 per- 

Unattractive, older-looking, insecure--you can't deny that having a balding social services. BSP data showed a decline in bank cent, up from only 4.5 percent a year 


5 ‘On a monthly basis, the outstand- lending to other sectors such as con- ago and higher than the target range of 
head makes you feel this way. If excessive hair loss has robbed your youthful Te te pee neis я 

ped by 0.7 рег. ining/quarrying. 4.9-5.8 percent for the full year. 
image and confidence, act against baldness now at Svenson International. ing loans Sn uly dipped by акун ә 


Add more hair with Non-Surgical Hair Integration Method. It looks and RP d bl fl à. hi 
fea бе your oum and dece реле ou remain бак wants to double flights to Japan 
You'll have a full head of natura! hair and the confidence of looking young 
and handsome again! By Clarissa S. Batino Aside from increased capacity, the air panel is targeting 28 additional 
Philippine air таза. ‘also wants Japan flights that would allow the three car- 
| ks " Р THE PHILIPPINES wants to double toopenuptvo destinations Rs to fiy dally o Japan” 
ы Эч dont bave to suffer from hair loss Take the Svenson soon | umber ofte alowed RP gms and Haneda. So far only Pine | “Therwo cargo Rame are Pacifi Bast 
for your baldness problem and look forward to a younger, more handsome to Japan and to expand their cover- Airlines has been flying to Japan. Asia Corp. controlled by Lucio Tan, 
look. Cali Svenson for a FREE consultation. age so that three other carriers may Under- the existing Philippine- and Asian Overnight Express Cargo. 
undertake daily flights to that coun- Japanairservice agreement, frequen- “Besides the passenger entitle- 
E ‘cyentitlements are measuredbycoef- ment, we are asking fora separate en- 
yero according toa governmentsource, tents. One coefficient is equivalent tilementiorcarpo, the source said. 
Philippine officials have already tooneroundtripflightusinga Boeing Japan is an important destination 
asked their Japanese counterparts to 575 aircraft, which has seating capac- to local airlines because it is the sec- 
increase the allocated flights of RP ELE 1.5 coefficients for an Air- ond largest source of foreign arrivals 
j + carriers during the ongoing air rights bus 330, which can carry 250 to 293 next to the United States. 
САЦ: 892-HAIR (4247) megotiadons is Tokyo, Japan. Tener ani 2 ойунан fox) PAL acpired all te НЫНЕ fe 
"юн аа ане эмес A ‘The bilateral talks started yester- Boeing 747, which hasseating capac- quencies the Japanese government 
> с day and will be concluded today. ity of 347 to 490. had given, leaving no seats for the 
eare ea E MRM унана. -We want to double the capaciyto second biggest player Cebu Pacific: 
location of about 47 coefficients, accommodate Cebu Pacific and two Сери Pacific had been asking the 
ien о арон AT nomad tap cargo caries” said the government CiAeronautis Board tobe allowed 
а в The 1o fy to Japa. 
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HIGH-PERFORMANCE diesel cars are slowly 
catching up with gas-fed counterparts. 


‘Text and photos by Charles E. Buban 
ist oftwo parts) 


NITIALLY, let’s have some 
I diesel history: Sometime in 
1892, German engineer 
Rudolf Diesel patented a more 
efficient’ internal combustion 
engine design, in which the fu- 
el was ignited by the high tem- 
perature of a compressed gas, 
rather than a separate source of 
energy (such as a spark plug) 
that was previously developed. 
But the engines Diesel developed were 
bulky for anything but stationary use (due 
tothe size of the fuel injection pump). 
Аз a result, diesel engines were pro- 


duced primarily for industrial use and 
shipping in the early 1900s. 

Te was not until the 1920s when diesel 
engines became small enough and light 
enough for land vehicles. 

Diesel engines were fitted, 
tractors, trucks, buses 
passenger cars when Mercedes-Benz de- 
buted йз first diesel-powered sedan, the 
260D, in 1936. 


Few market 

Sadiy, the car market wasn't that en- 
thusiastic about the diesel engine. 

Despite the advantages, diesel-pow- 
ered cars did not retain their appeal with 
their consumers since they accelerate 
Jess quickly than their gasoline coun 
parts and are noisier, due to the higher 
pressure of the compression-combustion 


process (environmental impact wasn't 
anissue at the time). 

During the 1973 oil embargo, the 
diesel engine enjoyed a brief period in 

limelight, thanks to its amazing abili- 
tyto boost mileage. 
this surge of diesel engine 
sales worldwide ended sometime in the 
180: asthe price of oil stabilized and the 
immediate need for conservation subsid- 
edin the people's consciousness. 

Despite these developments, diesel 
cars continue to be popular in Europe 
and other places where fuels are more 
expensive. 


Coming back 
And now that gasoline prices have 


goné up recently, diesel engine seems to 
Becoming back in fashion. 


il: pr_motoring@inquirer:com.ph 


Editor Cesar D. Mangawang 


any well-designed BMW engine with few 
inor differences, the most obvious 


› gasoline engines are not turbocharged. 


tions, allowing diesel engines to play а 


_ very important role in the region's daily 
(energy needs," she added. 


“The diesel phenomenon is not unique 
tothe Philippines. Elsewhere around the 
globe, motorists have wised up to the 
benefits of diesel engines,” said Timmy 
Naval, PR manager of Ist 


country. 

In fact, in western Europe 25 to 40 
percent of vehicles are diesel-powered 
and itis expected to increase to 50 per- 
cent or more by 2010. 

Naval reported that in the United 
Kingdom alone, it is estimated that there 
has recently been a 25 percent increase 
among users of diesel-powered vehicles. 

Said Naval: “There were just more than 
4 million British motorists driving diesel 
powered cars in 2002. By the end of 2003, 
the figure had risen to 4.6 million." 


Wider range 

The reason for the resurgence in popu- 
larity is the wider range of diesel vehicle 
models available throughout the Euro- 
pean market today than ever before. 

"In Europe, diesel engines are employed 
by passenger cars, trucks, ships and con- 
struction equipment to lawn mowers, mo- 
torboats and бесті power generators for 
factories or buildings,” Naval said. "No 
other intemal combustion engine boasts of 
Such a wide range of potenti | applica- 


SERVICENTER FOR EXCELLENCE 


Kon 


JAGUAR 
JAGUAR CARS, INC. 


"t а, 


UNDERCHASSIS & SUSPENSION REPAIR 


Open: Mon - Sat 
Service Center: 3904 Quin 


est. 1997 . 


THE SERVICE TEAM 


ALUMINUM BODY REPAIR & CHASSIS ALIGNMENT 


САМ - 5:00PM 24 hr helpline: (63) 920-952-4827 
gua St. (near EDSA / BUENDIA), Makati City 


‘Also, there is significant progress 
made in the technology, efficiency, per- 
formance and drivabiliy of diesel en- 
gines in recent years. 

"Asa result, there is now the availabili- 
tyof diesel-powered engines in more and 
more vehicle segments in that re- 
gion—from ‘micro’ to luxury" said c 
porate communications manager Lito 
German of BMW Philippines, which mar- 
kets two diesel-powered models—the X5 
30d sport utility vehicle and 5300 
sedan—in the Philippines. 

German said today's manufacturers of 
diesel engines, especially in Europe, 
have improved them to a point where 
they are almost equal in performance to 
that ofits gasoline-fed counterparts. 

“The diesels are catching up. Take for 
example, our gasoline-fed 530i that can 
accelerate from zero to 100 km/h in 6.9 
seconds. The dieselfed 530d can 
achieve the same in 7.1 seconds—a mere 
0.2 seconds difference," said German. 


Better mileage 

But more than the performance, mo- 
torists value nowadays the diesel en- 
gines fuel consumption per mileage, 
Which is around 30 to 40 percent less 
than gasoline. 

Sincé diesel is cheaper, йз total fuel 
cost per mileage is around 40 to 60 per- 
cent lower than gasoline. 

Said Naval: "Assuming you drive a 
gasoline-fed SUV every day (with a 
mileage of 5 km/L) and the distance you 
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'SUY-liminal 


By Tessa R. Salazar 


HE 2005 TROOPER gets 
sporty The present Pa- 
trols rearmost seat is 

now facing forward. 
These, in a nutshell, are the "big" 


" changes that the two major SUVs in the 


country underwent this last quarter of 
2004 to greet the year 2005. 


‘Big’ changes 
These symbols of wealth and power 


will bear a sporty radiator grille and 
weara gold badge (Trooper) 


Sport truck, custom car sh 


METRO Manila's coolest last 
quarter motoring event, the 2004 
Caltex Delo Sport Truck & Cus- 
tom Car Show is all set to unfold 
on Sept. 29 at the Megatrade Hall 
of SM Megamall B, Ortigas Cen- 
ter, Mandaluyong City. 

Until Oct. 3, this year’s show 
promises to be even bigger with 
the inclusion of hot motorbikes 
and bicycles into the event for the 
first time. The Bike Show will 
have its own series of show com- 
petitions, seminars, murals and 
other unique highlights. 


Meccafor enthusiasts 
Organized by TradeShow Inter- 
national Inc, the motor racing-in- 
spired event has become the mec- 
ca for sport truck and custom car 
enthusiasts bringing together un- 
der one roof, the most wildly mod. 
ified sport trucks, SUVs, pickups 
and cars in the country. This is the 
show were monster trucks and 


wil 


THE TEAMS of Dante and Homer 


gull-winged Hondas are the norm 
and not the exception. 

Itis also the show where a host 
of corporate exhibitors will launch 
their latest “go-fast” products into 
the general motoring public such 
as the latest engine racing parts, 
circuit racing and off-road suspen- 
sion parts, aero body kits, monster 
wheels and tires, NOS systems, 
freeflow exhaust systeme, racing 
seats, racing apparel, 
jobs, murals, mega sound and 
video systems, car care products 
and other allied services. 


Competitions 
The sport truck competition 
ive awards for the Best of 
Show, Best in Class and several 
special awards. It will also hold a 
bikini show and seminars оп 
sport truck off-road racing and 
sport truck seminar. 
‘The custom car competition will 
give awards for the Best of Show, 


Subtle as these changes 
may be, Isuzu and Nissan 


‘MOTORING 


swear these small touches 


enhance the already 
sophisticated image of 
their top-selling SUVs 


 SPORTIER 2005 Trooper 


paint 


highlight 
Show and 


First Clark 4x4 Rallye Raid 


Dungca, Noel Bartolome Jr. and 
Noel Bartolome Sr, Devor An- 
dres and Trevor Andres topped 
their respective categories in 
what could well be the toughest. 
test for men and machines ever to 
be held in the country—the First 
Clark 4x4 Rallye Raid. 

Hosted by the Land Cruiser 
Club Pampanga Chapter and 
sanctioned by the Luzon 4x4 Fed- 
eration, the event took place on 
Aug, 28 and 29 in Pampanga. It 
was sponsored by Petron Rev-X, 
Bilstein, Thule, R2 AutoCentrum, 
Silverwind, Ambi Pur, Armark, 
105.1 Crossover and Clark Devel- 
‘opment Corp. 

The Dungea brothers took first 
place in the 4-cylinder class ahead 
ofthe duos of Noe! Dizon/Rex Ro- 
to, Edgardo Quizon/Kenneth 
Wilkerson, Benson Ong/Jake 
Estrada and Glen Amores/Yoki 
Reyes. Dante Dungca drove their 
custom-built Jeep, while the 
speech- and hearing-impaired 
Homer did the navigation chores. 


travel each day is some 40 kilo- 
meters. This means your SUV 
consumes no less than 8 liters of 
fuel each day, which amounts to 
P214 (going by the current pre- 
mium gasoline price of P26.75 
per liter). This represents a week- 


The 6-cylinder cass, mean- 
while, was topped by the father- 
and-son team—Noel Bartolome 
St. and Jr- 

Cruiser They were followed home 
by Jessie Tancungco/Alex Suria, 
Jose Diaz/Glen Capistrano, Nor- 


lyexpense of P1,070 ora monthly 


nario to a diesel fed SUV (with а 
10 km/L mileage and a daily con- 
sumption of 4 liters of diesel fuel) 


JAN Michael Co and Michelle Ching prepare to take offin their production- 
dass Toyota Land Cruiser VX during the First Clark 4х4 Rallye Raid. 


mani 


in their Toyota Land 


P31,200 di 


Bestin Class, Best Body Kit and oth- 
er special awards. There will also be 
seminars scheduled on motor sports 
racing, slalom racing, karting, rally, 
autocross and drag racing. 

‘The motorcycle and bicycle com- 
petition will have awards for the 
Best of Show (motorcycle), Best of 
Show (bicycle), Best in Class, Peo- 
ples Choice award and other spe- 
cial awards. There will be a photo 
gallery chronicling the history of 
motorbikes and a bike art section 
featuring murals, Tshirt painting, 
face painting, henna tattooing and 
‘many more. Seminars on motor- 
bike competition racing and а spe- 
cial display of vintage motorbikes 
эге also in store for show visitors. 

Another much-awaited event 


‘Sport Truck Show, Ms Custom Car 


Bike Show. The search is open to 
all promotional girls employed by 
the different corporate exhibitors 


Elizalde Femnando/Edwin Santos. 

1а the newly organized pro- 
duction class, Devor Andres and 
‘Trevor Andres took top honors in. 
their Toyota Land Cruiser VX 
SUV. Slotting in behind them 


would only amount to P83 (аг 


P1,700, monthly—à monthly sav- 
ings of P2,600 ог a whopping 


Subtle as these changes may be, Isuzu 
and Nissan swear these small touches en- 
hance the already sophisticated image of 
their top-selling SUVs. 

The new 2005 Isuzu Trooper is now 
equipped with a sporty horizontal design 
with chrome-accented radiator grille 
and Gold Isuzu badge—for a more ag- 
gressive and masculine stance. This is 
complemented by a front bumper chin 
spoiler for that wide and intimidating 
ook. Fog lamps are added to give better 
driving visibility and safety. Wheels are 
‘more attractive with its 16-inch 12-spoke 
chrome alloys. The spare tire cover de- 
sign now offers a more solid-looking rear 
with the new, more visible and promi- 
nent line designs. 

‘The 2005 Isuzu Trooper is furnished 
with a new entertainment package—a 
NC DVD head unit for enhanced enter- 
tainment on the road. This handsome 
audio unit also features a variable color. 
graphic display with MP3. 

Meanwhile, the Nissan Patrol gets a 
mew set of third-row seats free for buy- 
ers. These seats immediately convert for- 


ow starts Sept. 


Sponsors 


major sponsor. 


Ёз 


is the search for Ms 
for the first time, Ms 


ssubishi Pajero. 


total time of 49: 


(55: 


»/Tino Dimalanta, and 


уеш” she revealed. 


cost of about P4,300 if you work  P20.75 per liter). Naval said the main bulk of Fil- 
five times a week" “This would just translate го a ipino car buyers who are turning 
‘She said applying the same sce- weekly expense of P415 or about to diesel-powered rides for their 


iference for the whole their expenses. 


for the event. Apart from being 
good looking, the criteria for judg- 
ing also include the evel of knowl- 
edge of the contestant about the 
product she is promoting and the 
manner with which she carries 
herself while endorsing the prod- 
шего the show visitors. 


“The show is presented by Cal- 
tex Delo with Oriental & Motolite 
Corp. and Ambi Pur as gold spon- 
sors and Top Gear magazine as 


‘Minor sponsors are EXO Arm 
ing, Sunrise Holidays Concepts, 
105.1 Crossover, Magic 89.9, 99. 
RT, Wave 89.9, 103.5 k-lite, Jam 
, Infodyne, wwwyeheycom, 
Motorcycle Philippines, Manila 
Bulletin, Business World, Today, 
Philippine Daily Inquirer, Buy & 
Sell, Vantage Consulting & Solu- 
tions Inc., Sky Star, Samsung, Tay- 
tan Int] Corp. and Citibank. 


ends on high note 


3 were Clemente Lopez/Michael 

Lopez in а Nissan Patrol SUV, 
Alvin Castro/Darell Garbes in a 
Toyota Hi-Lux pickup, Mon Di- 
zon/Christian Dizon in a Toyota 
Land Cruiser and Olson Cama- 
Cho/Jojo Macaraeg іп а Mit 


First place in the Team Awards 
went to the Caltex Team with а 
Second place 
‘went to Land Cruiser Club of the 
Philippines Pampanga Chapter 
9), while the Land Cruiser 
Club of the Philippines Manila 
Chapter landed third (1:01:53). 
The event, which followed a 
rallye raid format similar to the 
world-famous Dakar and Aus- 
tralian Safari rallies, attracted а 
field of 29 crews who negotiated 
a total distance of 60 kilometers 
of difficult and challenging ter- | 
rain. lt was the first time that 
such a format was used in a 4x4 
event and although many of 
them were exhausted, the partici- 
pants thoroughly enjoyed the at- 
‘mosphere and competition. 


Taking a second look at diesel engines „нее 


everyday commute are those who 
love to compute and monitor 
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d 


ward occupancy of Universal Motors 
Corp.'s premium flagship product into a 
seven-seater SUV 


Additional seats 

The third row seats can be used as 
additional seats for out-of-town jaunts 
or as a safe place for one's laptop and 
briefease. These seats can also become 
additional human seats, although tall 
passengers may find them quite un- 
comfortable (they have to fold the 
original second row seats if they hope 
to get more room), it is admittedly a 
convenient way to pack in more pas- 
sengers for short trips (politicians, 
takea hint). 

Those who prefer hauling cargo in- 
stead of passengers will enjoy the fact 
that the third row seats are collapsible 
to take in even large paraphernalia 
These collapsible seats replace the lat- 
erally positioned third row seats and 
convey a true JDM (Japanese domes- 
tic market) feel within the Patrol's ex- 
pansive interior. JDM SUV fanatics are 


‘THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 16, 2004 


REARMOST seat now facing 
forward for the Patrol 


known for their attention to detail, es- 
pecially with the ergonomics and the 
interior of certain vehicles. This offer 
is in addition to Universal Motors 
Corp’s newest financing scheme for 
the Patrol, Frontier and Urvan Es- 
capade and Shuttle, which gives the 
buyer two options. 


Financing schemes 

For the Patrol, one can opt for a low 
down payment of P368,000-P405,000, 
or one may choose the second option of 
low monthly plans, all based on a 50 
percent down payment, with 60 
months to pay for the remaining bal- 
ance. Low monthly schemes go from 
25,008 to P27,231. 

Meanwhile, the 2005 Isuzu Trooper 
4x2—powered by the 3.0-liter_ 16. 
valve DOHC turbocharged 4JX1-TC 

el engine mated to a 4-speed auto 
matic transmission—is priced at 
P1,995,000 and available in alpine 
white, satin silver, foxfire red, dragon 
green and ebony black—all in two: 
tone finish 


29 


NISSAN X-TRAIL 


X-Trail No.1 


peal will never wane. 


gradient and floods. 


who love the outdoors. 


Topping sales chart. 


the 
have 


Notably, 
months 


SUV in August | 


FOR THE NTH time, the Nis- 
san X-Trail topped the monthly 
SUV sales charts, this time in 
August, proving once again 
that it is one of the best-selling 
SUVs in the country whose ap- 


Officials at Nissan Motor 
Philippines Inc. attributed the 
XTrail's sales-topping perfor- 
mance last month to its being 
very appropriate for Philippine 
motoring conditions roads, 
which are characterized by the 
roads with pot holes, imperfect 


On top of that, NMPI offi 
cials believe the X Trail is tech- 
nically superior to its competi- 
tors in the country, and has a 
styling that appeals to those 


Said NMPI sales planning 
manager Chock Camacho: 
ipino vehicle buyers have be- 
come more iceligen and this 
ly explains why the X-Trail 
Fas topped the monthly sales 
charts more than once. For one, 
itis really tailored to take on 
Philippine road conditions.’ 
For the month of August, a to- 
tal of 198 X-Trails were sold, top- 
ping the Honda CRV (190 
units); Toyota КАМА (167 units) 
and the Ford Escape (106 units). 
past 
experienced 
heavy rains and typhoons, 
which made many Filipino mo- 
torists realize that the best ve- 
hicle for the rainy season is a 
real SUV that can take on 
flooded streets, and still give 
its passengers sedan-like com- 
fort. In those aspects, the X- 
‘Trail delivers more than that. 
‘On top of that, the X-Trail as- 
sembled in the Philippines by 
NMP! was recently cited for its 


excellent assembly quality 
with a Vehicle Evaluation Sur- 
vey (VES) ranking that is the 
highest in the region—even 
better than in Japan. 


4WD system 

Whar sets the X-Trail apare 
from the rest of the competi- 
tionis its four-wheel drive уз. 
tem is known as "Al Mode 
Four Wheel Drive" and offers a 
choice of two-wheel drive, full- 
time four-wheel drive or Auto 
Mode. The system was devel- | 
oped from the four-wheel- 
drive system of the legendary 
Siline GT, and is considered 
among the most advanced in 
the world. 

in Auto Mode, the advanced 
engine and transmission man- 
agement computer does the se- 
tection between front-wheel 
drive and four-wheel drive de- 
pending on terrain, speed and 
torque requirements. This is 
done based on inputs from five 
Sensorsin the vehicle, including 
one that reads vehicle angle 

in 4x4 mode, the “no-slip on 
start-ups” gives ай four wheels 
with power each time the ac- 
celerator pedal is depressed. | 
Instead of detecting wheel slip, 
the X-Trail disengages the 4x4 
system only when 4x4 is not 
needed, This allows the X-Trail 
to take on treacherous off-road 
conditions without losing trac- 
tion as all four wheels operate 
each time the accelerator is de- 
pressed. 

‘The X ils interior was al- 
so inspired by airline design: 
ing, giving it the best legroom 
in ts class. The 2.5- and 20- 
liter engines of the X-Trail de- 
liver 180PS and 1509S, respec- 
tively, and are known for their 
ample torque, responsiveness 
and smoothness. | 
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Viewing Pinoy AUVs 
through owners’ lens 


From page C4 
Philippines, Ruste hails from Bacolod Ci 

Hanson Y. Ong's “Step By Step,” p 
trayal of the owner's Revo taking part in 
the family's achievements bagged the 
second prize of P75,000. Ong is from 
New Manila, Quezon City. 

Reynaldo С, Mondes “Вай 
bayan'— reflection of the Revo as ап 
OFW's prized possession—bagged the 
third prize of P50,000. Mondez is from 


Chua, award-winning short-filmmaker 
Kidlat De Guia, “Travel Time" TV lifestyle 
show host Susan Calo Medina, Dentsu 
Philippines art director Rino Maniquis 
and Toyota Motor Philippines vice pres 
dent for marketing Raymond Rodriguez 
composed the board of judges. 

The other winners were Lemael C. Ar 
Togante's "Fly High,” Samuel P De Leon's 
"After А Day's Work," Normito Alvarez 
“Rev Up Your Life,” Hanson Ong's “Fish- 
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Taguig, Metro Manila. 
mal photographer 


KIA SORENTO: 
} SUV FOR ALL SEASONS 


to other brands. Our sim istooffer comfort and 
Filipino buyers а good and wiser smootheide ofa top 
alremutive, especially ro those who ofthe line sedans 
may nar be wiling to spend much 
But are i need O able and 
XÍA, vide customer ger am 
саколе value for their mon 
meral for meral, Burmosr ofal, hey 
set all hese transport qualities and 
Eonveniences without fecling a dent. 
intl pod 
On top of the list of new 
KIA vehicles И he powerful and 
machelodkmg Sorento SUV, a 
"hy whi that combines 
nggednes of the offroad, go 


ing Buddies" and Jesse M. Narrazo's 


John "Wedded Bliss.” 


lever console mesh storage pockets 
оп both front seatbacks; 
CbjCasene audio systems 
digital multimeter” (ali 
thermometer, barometer and 
ео compas). 

KIA is ackoowledged as 
one of the most improved brands in 
reliblisy mies conducted very 
recent It offers work clas quai 
and vale and йз cas are winning 
more and more awards for quality 
shelf 

KIA is an inemational 
company that has 30,000 
employees and spans the glob wi 
IS. manufacturing and amembi 
planes in 12 countries, Te produc 
пот than one milion, vehicles 
31000. distributors covering 190 
countries 


Columbian Auto 
Corporation (CAC), the sole 
manufacturer and distributor of 
KIA cars in the country is out to 
reassert Их market presence by 
unveiling new models chat аю 
definitely better than befoic. 
According to newly 
appointed Columbian Autocar 
Corporation executive vice 
lent and chief operating 
Officer Felix J. Mabilog, Jr, "rhe. 
cles can d, 


alloy wheels ensure constant gri 
"under all road conditions, ы 
"The Sorento has filly 
reclining seatbacks and adjustable 
айе. The rear sears have 
60:40 splicand can be folded atro 
mmodate cargo when 
"hem ме splendidly 
АБЕ like Палана varity and 


Sorento as, pound 
for pound, "ihe best 
looking SUV in the 


appro: 
performance task with power ti 
‘overwhelms the roughest terra 
but glides over paved roads in 
serene smoothness. Tt reflects the 
relentless drive of KIA to achieve 
its goal of global prominence 
through advanced engincering and 
design.” 


NETT 
huge 3.5 liter quad cam, mul 
valve gasoline V6 with clctronic 
fael engine injection and engine 
management system that pumps 
ош. dz 800 rpm anda power side mirrors; lov 
Wy 3041 kgm. torquear 3,300 Пи ные overhead 
"The standard fou зр 
five comes with a Power outlets cup holders; dial 


safery and dependability but ar 
more reasonably priced compared 


Are KIAs the besbcars available? . 


Maybe not, but our new KIA models 
are definitely better than before 


KIA MOTORS 
We tell it as it is. 


Bosch Spark Plugs 


Innovative technologies to meet 
and exceed every engine requirement. 


Better Bosch. 
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TRADING BRAND TIRES E PPS to its sophisticated SUV ride and 
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d b EE the rise, turing the Tamaraw FX's proud 
specifically, of the pioneering heritage and contribution to the 
AUV Toyota Tamaraw FX Revo Е 
from its humble beginnings as a VIEWING! C3 
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— COMFORT 

ALL OF THE ABOVE 


‚ WHATDOYOUVIARTTS Ш 


Get everything you want in a car in the new Toyota VIOS, 


the new generation compact car. Equipped with the latest 
VVT-i engine, the VIOS is built for maximum performance. 
Its sporty.aerodynamic body and stylish interiors are designed 
to elicit awe and envy. Now what more can you ask for? 


Call your Toyota dealer now. 
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% of accidents 


ttributed 


to human error, 
say law enforcers 


By Tessa В. Salazar 


CAR, no matter how stylish 
or safe, still runs in the 
hands of its human driver, 

which is why officers of the Philip- 

pine National Police and Traffic 

Management Group say that it isn't 

all that surprising to see that more 

than 85 percent of road accidents 
are caused by human error. The 

PNP and TMG 2003 record backs 

this percentage. 

"Though the figures do state the obvious, 
for Filipinos, you really have to state the obvi- 
‘ous. The errors committed were due to the 
fact that proper caution was thrown to the 
wind,” said Daisy Jacobo, chief of the Land 
“Transportation Office traffic safety education 
chief, She added that these figures should 
form the basis for policy and decision making 
of lawmakers. 


Miscalculation 

The top human-caused vehicular accident 
involved "miscalculation" resulting in 4,222 
incidents of vehicular collisions and crashing 
into nonmoving objects (such as parked vehi- 


les). Accidents resulting from drunk driving 
were recorded at 94. An alarming rise of acci- 
dents attributed to overspeeding was noted, 
with 2,908 cases compared to 162 in 2002, 
and hitand-run cases likewise increased 
sharply to 673 (from 280 in 2002). 

‘Accidents resulting from bad overtaking 
rose to 2,402 in 2003 from 107 in 2002, over- 
loading resulting to accidents was recorded at 
1,174, Notable are the overloading accidents 
despite the availability of a portable axle 
weighing equipment in the major entry and 
exit points of Metro Manila—Sta. Rita (north- 
bound) and Sta. Inez Plaza (southbound). 


Recorded accidents 

The sharp increases in the number of 
recorded accidens, however, can also be at- 
tributable to better traffic incident monitor- 
ing systems and equipment. The Department 
of Public Works and Highways employs the 
Traffic Accident Recording and Analysis Sys- 
tem (Taras) patterned after the Crash Statis- 
tics of the Vie Roads Authority in the state of 
Victoria, Australia. 

‘Taras is deployed in 16 DPWH regional of- 
fices in the country. Networked computers are 
capable of data entry and monitoring of trafic 
accidents of national roads (based on the traffic 
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Car Mutimedia and Audio 


Evolving Technology With 
a Touch of Intelligence 


bn an envionment where ease-oluse is of што importance, Cision 
muses 0 sactiice safely in its ongoing pursul forthe cuting edge. 
Thafs why Clarion has adopled several measures to increase diver 
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Tra обоз a comprehensiwe ,ful-screen portal aal entertainment sources. 
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TV tuner. 
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Own a Ford Lynx GSi for a P78,000 DP or thru a 0%-interest* scheme. 
1.6-Мег DOHC 16-valve engine with Rapid Response Engineering • Speed-sensitive power-assssted steenng « All-wheel disc brakes. 
* Quad projector halogen headlamps « in-dash CD player with 4-speaker system The Ford Lynx GSi-designed for you to own. 
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Kudos to Revo winners; NLE bonus 


THE ONE good thing about the rehabili- 
tated Northem Luzon Expressway when 
its finally completed is the savings we 
would all enjoy insofar as operating cost. 
of our vehicles is concerned, 

At the moment, many motorists are 
‘unanimous in saying the newly asphalt- 
ed Expressway is as smooth as a baby's 
behind, auguring well for a bump-free 
ride from virtually the entry point in Bal- 

гамак to the final exit in Sta. Ines, 
Pampanga. 

But the ultimate reward thatis not yet. 
fully appreciated at the beginning but 
will soon stand out like a sore thumb is 
the much-reduced vehicle operating 
costs each one of us will realize once the 
expanded, much-improved NLE is fully 
operational. 

You see, vehicles using the NLE are 
classisifed into Class 1 (cars), Class 2 
(buses) and Class 3 (trucks, 10-wheel- 
ers and haulers). 

When the NLE rehabilitation is fi- 
nally over and the Expressway is fully 
operational, Class 1 vehicles will net 
20.95 savings per kilometer, Class 2 
vehicles P7.44 and Class 3 vehicles 
P5.03. That's a lot, to say the least. 

As per studies of the UP Planades, 
UPDiliman in Quezon City, Class 1 ve- 
hicles consume P9.51 in wear and tear 
as against P8.50 with a rehabilitated 
NLE, Class 2 from P32.92 to P25.48 
and Class 3 from P27.48 to P22.45. 

Everything's coming up roses that I 
wish МШЕЗ expansion would soon be a 
reality. I can't wait to see the popping 
of cork to signify its grand inaugura- 
tion, 

‘After ће highly dramatic awarding of 
millions of cash prizes last week to the 
winners of the unique Revo Photo Con- 
test comes the photo caravan to be 
staged shortly by Toyota Motor Philip- 


Риц. = 
Al Mendoza 


The photo caravan will display the 
contribitions of the hundred Revo own- 
ers who have joined the smashingly suc- 
cessful Revo Reflections photo competi- 
tion, The contest, launched on July 19, 
‘was a novelty move by TMP in search of 
the photo that would best describe Re- 
vols rich contributions to the Filipino 
lifestyle. 

I didn't know the Tamaraw FX Revo 
has been with us 13 years now. Really, 
how time flies. 

It was Revo's distinct closeness 
with the Pinoy psyche that TMP decid- 
ed to come up with a truly Filipino 
event touching on Filipino lives in dif 
ferent ways. The Revo Reflections 
photo contest told itall. 

‘The judges are artists in their own 
right. John Chua is a noted profession- 
al photographer. Kidlat Tahimik De 
Guia із an award-winning short-film- 
maker. Susan Calo-Medina hosts the 
lifestyle show “Travel Time.” Rino 
Maniquis is art director of Dentsu 
Philippines, And, yes, Raymond Ro- 
driguez, TMP's vice president for mar- 
keting, isa famed art lover and known 
for his exquisite taste of everything 
beautiful and dramatic. 

Although I missed the awarding 
on Sept. 10 at the Cortes de las Pal- 
mas of the Alabang Town Center, 
due to a previous commitmentin the 
country, 1 had a feel of what hap- 
pened that evening through the 
blow-by-blow account of Ariel de Je- 
sus that was validated, of course, by 
the trustworthy and hardworking 


ubishi launch 
_ Auto Madness nationwide 


MITSUBISHI Motors Philippines and BPI 
Family Savings Bank team up to intro- 
duce the most attractive end affordable 
auto financing promo this month 
dubbed as Auto Madness. 

It will be the first BPI Auto Madness to 
bedoneon a nationwide basis, as it takes 
advantage of Mitsubishi Motors Philip- 
pines wide network in the country. Both 
BPI and Mitsubishi are optimistic that 
the Auto Madness promo will surely 
bring people to the Mitsubishi show- 
rooms considering the attractive financ- 
ing packages which can be tailor fitted 
‘on the customers requirements 

The Mitsubishi-BPI Auto Madness fea- 
tures the lowest effective interest rates 
ever to be applied on auto financing. In 
addition, financing the Mitsubishi 
lancer, ‘Adventure, Outlander, Space 
Gear, Strada or even the Pajero has never. 
been this easy with the Auto Madness’ 
lowest down payment plans, low month- 
Jy payments extended up to 72 months, 
dero-interest plans, and even a combina- 
tion of both low down payment and low 
monthly payment plans, 


Lowdownpayment . 

As an example, the new Lancer 1.6 GLX 
can be availed for as low as P64,700 down- 
payment only. With this down payment, 
buyer can extend payments up to 72 months 


PILIPINAS Shell's giving away over P8 
million worth of cash prizes through the 
“Fish tayo, Milyonaryo!” promo which 
willrun from Aug. 28 to Nov. 15. 

Every P500 purchase (single or accu- 
mutated) of Shell fuels, lubricants, Shel- 
lane, Select and Shell shop items, in par- 
ticipating Shell service stations nation- 
wide, entitles each customer to a scratch 
card, which also serves as raffle coupon. 
Ifthe scratch card reveals Dolphina, Rufa 
Mae Quintos character in GMA 75 
“Marinara,” the customer receives an in- 
stant prize indicated on the scratch card. 
Customers may also use the scratch 
ards to join the raffle draws. 

‘Two monthly draws will be held at 
Shell House in Makati City on Sept. 24 


and pay monthly instalments of P13 294 

An Adventure GLX diesel can be acquired 
for just P58,000 down payment and month- 
Jy installments of P14,094 for 72 months. An 
Outlander AWD standard model can be 
owned for as low as P77,000 down payment 
while the Spacegear standard model at 
787.000 down payment, with monthly in- 
aliments of P24,379 and P22,254, respec- 
Aie upto 72 morth, In adi, thse 
who will avail of the low down payment 
plan gets additional discounts which they 
nay apply for comprehensive insurance cost 
‘or use itto purchase accessories, 


Low-monthly payments 

"The Auto Madness also features low 
monthly payments and zerointerest 
plans for selected models. For instance, 
the lowest monthly payments for the 
Lancer 1.6 GLX is P6,941 for 72 months 
with a down payment of 50 percent. А 
zero-interest scheme is also available for 
this model up to 24 months with the 
same down payment. 

On the Adventure GLX, monthly pay- 
тешз can go as low as P7,126 for 72 
months with 50 percent down payment, 
while Outlander and Spacegear models 
go as low as P11,674 and P11,114 
monthly, respectively. 

"The Auto Madness will run at all Mit- 
sublshi dealers nationwide until Sept. 30. 


Shell launches new promo 


and Oct, 20. There will be three winners 

erdraw—one winner from Metro Mani- 
la, North/South Luzon gnd Visayas/Min- 
danao area. 

Each monthly draw winner will re 
ceive P50,000 in cash and will have а 
chance to win more cash prizes in the 
"IM Peraquarium game.” The peraquari- 
um game will beheld at GMAS “Idol Ko si 
Kap” TV program. The first and second 
peraquarium games will be aired on 
“idol ko si Kap" on GMA 7 on Oct. 16 and 
Nov. 13, respectively. 

"The grand raffle draw will be held on 
Nov. 25 at Shell House in Makati City 
‘There will be three winners: one from 
Metro Manila, one from North/South Lu- 
топ, and one from Visayas/Mindanao. 


Elijah Sue Marcia, 


Joaquin S. Ruste's “Dama: Street 
Scene” was the unanimous winner. The 
photo captured Revo FX drivers playing 
the popular parlor game “dama” wi 
walting for passengers on a major thor- 
‘oughfare in Bacolod City, Rustes home- 
town. He won a whopping P100,000 for 
his feat, 

‘The second prize of P75,000 went to 
Henson Y. Ong of New Manila, Quezon 
City, for his entry, "Step by Step," which 
depicted the Revo as an integral part ОЁ 
the family’s most priceless achieve- 
ments, such as when a first-born child 
makes her first steps. 

Reynaldo C. Mondez of Taguig, Metro 
Manila, won third prize worth of 
P50,000 for his entry “Balikbayan.” It il- 
lustrated the Revo as an OFW's prized 
possession, together with a family wait- 
ing for him to finally come home after 
years of hard labor in a foreign land. The 
Revo being the bearer of good news, it 
was there at the airport to welcome the 
OFW back, and carry pasalubongs for his 
eager kids. 

"The consolation prize winners worth 
P10,000 each were Lemuel C. Arrogante 
with “Fly High" from Subangdaku, Mari- 
daue; Samuel P De Leon with ‘After a 
Day's Work" from Luzon Avenue, Que- 
zon City; Normito R. Alvarez with "Rev 
Up Your Life" from Las Рійаз City; Hen- 
son Y. Ong with "Fishing Buddies" from 
New Manila, Quezon City; and Jesse M. 
Narrazo with “Wedded Bliss” from Ba- 
colod City. 

Extremely proud of its Revo photo 
contest, TMP has put up the Revo Museo, 
a gallery of the winning photosand other 
entries, in a roving tour at all Toyota 
Metro Manila and provincial dealers 
from September to October, and all SM 
malls nationwide from October to De- 
cember. 

Here's a glass to the unique concept 


Making car r 


THE ROLE of automobile electronics has 
become increasingly significant in mod- 
етп vehicles. From 18 percent in 1990, 
the share of electronics in automobile 
production now stands at 25 percent and 
is expectéd to reach 35 percent in 2010. 

AS a result, vehicle servicing has be- 
come more complicated and technical 
due to the nature of the components and 
systems now fitted to most modern саг. 
Many car problems can no longer be 
solved simply by a neighborhood me- 
chanic and his wrench. 

In response to this growing necessity 
for vehicle diagnostics and repair service 
that would match increasingly complex 
vehicle systems, Robert Bosch Ine.—the 
global leader in automotive technology 
and equipment, car multimedia and 
power tools—is adopting the Bosch Car 
Service Concept in the Philippines, The 
concept is part of a global initiative 10 
identify and accredit workshops and 
garages that could offer a one-stop shop. 


"STEP by Step,” depicted the Revo as an integral part of the family's most priceless 
achievements, such as when a first-born child makes her first steps. 


that has brought together the masa's 
humble aspirations through a snap shot 
ofthe Revo. 

I welcome the arrival of Ford 
‘Trekker on Aug. 25. 1 wasn't there. But 
Twas told the affair, held at the Ilustra- 
do on Calle Real de Palacio, Intra- 
muros, Manila, was a smash hi 

"The day also marked the launch of 


epairs more 


for diagnostics and spare parts. 


Workshops. 

There are 288 Bosch Service work: 
Tos in Southeast Asia (Malaysia, Thai- 
land, Indonesia, Singapore and the 
Philippines). In the Philippines, Bosch 
has initially identified 29 workshops па. 
tionwide for accreditation as part of the 
Bosch Car Service program—16 in Metro 
Manila, five in other pars of Luzon, two 
inthe Visayas and six {n Mindanao. 

Bosch Car Service brings together ev- 
«туйип that is needed to сапу out suc- 
cessful testing, diagnosis and repair, Sys- 
tems know-how, technical information, 
test devices, technical consulting and 
Spare pans in original equipment quality. 

"poscis know-how from is own origi- 
nal equipment feeds directly into the de- 
Velopment of testing technology and is al- 
to made available for training purposes. 
This synergy is something that is unique to 
Bosch sad Mr. Noske, automotive afier- 


the 2004 Ford Conservation and Envi- 
ronmental Grants Program. Also at- 
tending the occasion were the 2003 
grantees who gave an update on how 
their projects have progressed since 
they received their grants last January. 

QUOTE ME. Change those rusty wiper 
blades nov. Mote rains are seen in the 
horizons. 


efficient 


market and aftersales service manager. 
Technology 


Bosch test equipment technology opti- 
mizes the combination of hardware and 
software for rapid troubleshooting, qual- 
ified repair and high time savings. Along 
with the testing equipment, the Esitronie 
software package allows mechanics to 
carry out diagnostic tests on passenger 
cars regardless of the make or model. 
One hundred twenty specialists are 
working full time in making Esitronic 
even more effective by further increasing 
the sizeof the vehicle database, Bosch in- 
vests around 15 million Euros annually 
for the continuous development of this 
comprehensive software. 

‘Another important part of Bosch Car 
Service is the service training. Every 
year, around 14,000 vehicle mechanics 
from across Europe attend Bosch semi- 
mars to develop their knowledge and 
skills. 


Prestone Fluid for dependable brakes 


APART from the occasional monsoon 
rains, tropical depressions batter the 
country almost every week. 

And for one reason or another, even а 
sudden downpour ean leave several places 
such as Metro Manila submerged in water. 
‘Time and again, motorists have been re- 
minded to avoid driving in flooded streets 
as this can wreak havocon a vehicle's com- 
ponens—engine, transmission, under- 
body componenis, etc. But one of the 
worse—and unfortunately, the first— 
places floodwater can attack the vehicle is 
the brake system as this is рап of the con- 
tact surfaee—the wheels and tires. 

"This В the reason we need quality brake 
fuid products like Prestone, a trusted 


brand in automotive car care products. 

Prestone Brake Fluid is actually a sci- 
centifically compounded and chemically 
balanced formula for use in all types of 
automobile and truck hydraulic brake 
systems, whether equipped with disc, 
drum ot combination of both. It is spe: 
cially formulated to provide dependable 
and long-lasting operation of the hy- 
draulic brake system, whatever the op 
erating condition. 

This formulation uses carefully se- 
lected lubricant base, blended with the 
highest quality diluents for effective and 
fade-free braking over a wide range of 
operating temperatures. 

"The presence of moisture in the brake. 


system lowers the boiling point of the flu- 
id. Eventually the continuous operation of 
your brakes may cause the brake fluid to 
boil. This will result to vapor that will 
form in the brake system. And since vapor 
is compressible, this will cause the brake 
pedal to feel soft and/or not work at all 

It gets into the fluid because brake flu- 
id is hygroscopic, which is its ability to 
absorb moisture. This can be absorbed 
through the brake master cylinder reser- 
voir, the wheel eylinders and permeable 
brake hoses. 

Iris very important to use a high-qual- 
ity brake fluid like Prestone as it has a 
high wet boiling point of 150°C com- 
pared to the DOTS standard of 140°C. 


85% of accidents attributed to human. . . 


From page Dt 
accident report form from trained police). 


Monitoring map 

Taras uses the database of the Loc 
tional Referencing System (LRS) where 
officers can pinpoint in proximity the ac 
tual road sections in the Philippines 
‘where the accident took place (national 
roads, in particular). 

This serves as the Road and Bridge In- 
а monitoring 
тар з one can pinpoine the acident 
prone areas in the country. 

"recular" accidents Rave also been 
recorded, such as those labeled “self-ac- 
бетк (806 cases), bad turning (1,543 
cases vs 88 cases in 2002). 

Alo rising sharply were accidents 
caused by using cellular phones while 
driving (47 cases in 2003 vs 3 in 2002). 

Accidents resulting from mechanical 
defects registered 2,003 in 2003 (in 


2002,284) 
The rise in recorded cases of over- 

speeding and bad overtaking was given 

emphasis recently by law enforcers. 


Registered vehicles 

There were 4292272 motor vehicles 
registered in 2003, 2,717,270 of which 
were four wheelers (65 percent) and 
1,470,383 two wheelers (35 percent). 
‘That number is expected to rise sharply as 
well, with the sales boost from two wheels 
Expected in 200410 rise 60.71 percent. 

More than 40 percent of ali motor ve: 
hiclesin the Philippines are concentrated 
in Metro Manila 

Last year, 16,418 traffic accidents were 
recorded. Nearly f of dem 
8,000—were fatal. Eleven thousand four 
hundred eleven caused damage to property. 

Seventy-nine percent of Metro Manila 
residents make daily trips. 

“Approximately 98 percent of the trav- 


' What stories do you like to read 
in the Motoring section? 


Texters hus messages R printd in Tuesdays INQBOx wil each receiv a Guyifo stud td ЛУП) 


| namej/city, 


el demands are met by road transporta- 
tion. The rest is accounted for by air and 
sea transport. "This shows we have to 
put our act together. We have to establish 
order on the road,” Jacobo stressed. 

Public transport, she added would 
have to carry the brunt of social and eco- 
nomic mobility ofthe people. 


Centralized data base needed 

‘According to the LTO, though there is 
much more to be desired, such as there 
are no centralized and organized data 
base system, no methodical reporting 
system and no government agency in 
charge but the road accident data gath- 
ering has improved. Data gatherers are 
now getting the percentages and they 
are now getting more details. 

"A centralized data base is needed, 
Why? The PNP has its own statistics and 
зо does the DOH as gathered from the 
different hospitals. But they don't ally." 


inquirer mot 
еззаяе. 


ей 


Tumse a MOTORING . 
T теж FORD CONFIDENTLY OFFERS THE LYNX GSI 


Saving up forthatfrstcaris itsall you. | feel safe to leave your vehicles 
quite an experience. It is grati- Аз you crise along the іп the parking lots even as you 
fication that comes from all beach-lined road for а week- enjoy an evening out because 
those months of having to eat end sojourn, you'll have peo- of the Steering Shaft De- 
humble pie-literally and figura- ple notice the horizontal clutching Device, that disen- 
tively. Think of setting aside chrome grille, and l4'alumin- gages the steering system from 
some cash from your movie, un alloy wheels; make the the wheels when your car is 
date, and gadget allocation just Lynx GSI а handsome ride, forced into by burglars, іе, the 
to impress the girls. But who's Team those with soothing, wheels wont tum even if you 
kidding whom? Don't weknow chillout sounds from your move the steering wheel. Anda 
k-s howniceitistoseeyourreflec- singlein-dash CD, and Window Anti-Jam Protection 

- tion on glass buildings as you speaker system, and set the found on the driver's side auto- 
CALTEX country chair Randy Johnson (right) presents to Energy Secretary Vincent Perez drive by in your new саг. Take mood for а day of leisure and matically rolls the window 
crite ross af) ou of ia services cere nenas lab that further, enhance the reflec- relaxation, Let the Quad Pro- down when your arm gets 


e. e tion, and drive by in a brand jector Halogen Headlamps caught between the window 
| He in street 105 | that feature awiderand longer and pane when you pay for 
E A This month of September, beam make night driving 


parking. The Ford Lynx GSI al- 
the Ford Lynx GSI is Ford more comfortable, during the so comes with a standard first 


e Group Philippines! confident drive back to the city. aid kit for emergencies and is 

in new 1 e OEM SPARE venture to your requirements As boasted in all Ford vchi- enrolled in a 24- hour Emer- 
od x of space, versatility, and style. cles, safety and security is gency Roadside Assistance, 

F A proposition sweetened by hardly compromised. Your — The Ford Lynx GSI will in- 

‘Reine phe Сии Rubin VOLVO two options on the Lynx GSI date will be thankful for the deed make your first vehicle 

TREET children representa growing problemin | (CALE manual transmission variant- Rear Door Catcher which is a purchase quite and experience. 

S the Philippines. Currently estimated to be over | 4Q 916.7137 а low down of P78,000 огап Lymcexclusive feature, found Рог inquiries and test 

200,000—with half of them living in Metro | "TEXTUS: option of the lowest monthly on both rear door frames that drives, you may contact any of 

Manila—they are homeless, and usually parentless, |(0917)819-0385 | | payment term of P13,350 for keep the doors from jamming the Ford dealerships: Ford Al- 

youngsters for whom each day is a battle for survival. 48 months, makes owning a especially when forced into the abang, Ford Balintawak, Ford 


Three years ago, m a ee new Lynx GSI worth it all. cabin during collisions. Other Commonwealth, Ford. EDSA, 
ChevronTexaco, BE: ei price hike МИЛИ | лао, born the manual safety features in the Lynx GSI Ford Libis, Ford Makati, Ford 
through its wholly | [price nike with te 


а мын Calter TRONIX and automatic transmission include Side Door Impact Manila, Ford Quezon Avenue, 
Philippines, decided to [g 7, F VA variants have a flexible offer Beams, and Crumple Zones Ford Shaw Blvd., Ford Ba- 
address this problem VA ДУ, of 0% interest for a term of 12. thatabsorbtheblowduringim- соїой, Ford Cabanatuan, Ford 
by sealing an agree | ow hate Philippines First Electric Bicycle). Я month-offers all exclusive pact, as well as the reinforced Cagayan de Oro, Ford Cavite, 
tion Research and De. У д perfect alternative through Ford Credit body frames of the Triple H Ford Cebu, Ford Dagupan, 
velopment Assistance |” mode of transportation To impress her even more, Body Construction, these de- Ford Davao, Ford Iloilo, Ford 


enr [came a а here is the Ford Lynx GSI ав vices all protect the vehi- Pampanga, Ford San Pablo. 
dation to launch the port at PhP2.50 ug i you'll get to know it- Its 1.6 cle's occupants from 
tant Tain- er 20 km of РОНС, 4-cylinder, 16 valve serious danger 

ing Program (CIPT). avel г Also you! 

Unde: the program, |У Duakpowered X engine balances powerof 118 Also youll 
students graduating ihe ps/ 5,500 rpm and a 

torque of 145 

tal work experience in | a Fer warranty и а Nm/4000 rpm, be- 
о CALL US NOW FOR INQUIRIES!!!) coming a tandem of 
vice stations, leaming, lr» sHowroon FORTHE пеллет Tronix oUTLET,| | Performance tuned 
iren Da OOF: | aed наама el eri тое | fot excellent hen- 
conduct ес ашото: | terest ea | АЛЕНА | dling and drivability 
five tests and handle | Biron po narenn, enean Cer (ШЛЕМ? Es Believe me shell think 
cashandreceips. | Е ТО аи) v. x 

"They are al given | demas hsa iann иш in poeta o =. 
guidance in customer CREDIT CARD PAYMENTS ARE NOW А‹ 
Service, while some 
are trained to become 
mechanics 


Helping 
communities 

"Ош company al- 
ways makes it a policy |. 
to seek every opportu- 
nity where we can help 
communities in need,” 
said Caltex Lubricants 
Reseller support man- 
ager Benjie Latorre бш 
ing the formal inaugu- 
ration last month ofthe 
62nd Xpress Lube bay 
located at the new Cal- 
tex SLEX Superstation 
1 (n the northbound 
lane ofthe South Luzon 
Expressway). 

These young CIPT 
graduates are trained 
to provide automotive 
services such as Xpress 
Oil Change Packages, 
Xpress — Maintenance. 
Check, Engine Tuneup 
and specialized services 
including brake fuid 
testing, transmission 
servicing, radiator 
flushing, battery testing 
and auto detailing. 


Supported 
by Caltex 
Disadvantaged youth 
children and who are in |: 
their last year of voca- |25 74 i 
тей by Caltex Xpress |. ee 
Eq ris i other SUVs are just cars. 
т Е. on 
important extension of » ук 
pur ment 
fort that has provided 
shelter, scholarships and 
desperate and vulnera- 
Ме young people,” re- 
gram that started in July * 50% dowepayment, 12 equal month terms 


{ба saned inh › Ж: HS toman. 1 талу ит. E SUZUKI 
P Е 
EIE erem a. ЧОР 


and business can effec- x " ja 
п eflec | Aval ot 0Y Interest for 12 months on tho 2.0L (50% DP): Ot interest up 1o 18 montis on 2.5L, V6 45% DP) 
Sly des als The Suzuki Grang Vac. Те Rel rk SUV. BU pen. азза 1 2.0L WT & АТ and 2 SL \ rie starts at P989,000 00 on cash basis. + Per DTINCR Permit No. 1929, Series ol 2004 


sure that ChevronTexa- | werno wama GM AUTOWORLD SHAW po ysauuorons AML мото SALES peer nana, mc. 

pe tee ropa аЙ guapa auto earn MOTOR SALES MALL DAVAO CORR, 
contibution to im. | Wie idem [rr MB al тре финно, MOTORUNU omo co 

proving Philippine life, | suzu: waan Lic Baguio cuy: SSMU) thoes ore, [sana ahe oone wae Came Oy, ТЫ laria gm memo 
of one-shot funding,” | Tot Nos 374-1260 o Se; 372-8001 Dagupan city PRINCE MOTOR CORP: тыт Nos Ga SMD з [COEM Tal. Nos. (085) 362-8605 1301-9768. 


chair Randy Johnson. EP. Ll TM аай 
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UNLIKE the 3.04iter Sass 
V6 Toyota Camry that | 


launched at а lavish © 
dinner їп a five-star 
hotel, the 3.0-iter v6 Aida Sevilla- 
Honda Accord slipped Mendoza 

into town without any ———— 
fanfare last month, 

Honda Cars Philippines Inc.'s decision to skip 
the usual debut speaks volumes about its con- 
fidence in the superior salability of its product 
over the V6 competition, the Camry and the 
Nissan Cefiro 300EX. 

After all, the seventh generation Accord, 
which was introduced in the United States last 
‘year, landed on Car and Driver's 10 Best List for 
| 2003, the 17th time it has appeared in the 21- 

Year history of the award. No wonder Honda is 
| subtly marketing the V6 Accord here with an. 

unpretentious print ad that simply declares, 
“You can't describe itunti you drive it" 


Stunning 
Ttook the cue and drove a nighthawk black 
! unit for a week recently. Remembering the en- 


T MOTORI 
Swift, smooth V6 Accord 


was formally EON THE ROAD 


emetic performance 
of the 2.0-liter Accord 
that | testdrove last 
year, 1 naturally ex- 
pected the 3.0-liter 
version to be much 
faster. But the swift- 
ness of the V6 Accord 
literally stunned me. 
Ifyou are driving the V6 Accord on the Sky- 
way, you will soon find yourself traveling at 
160 km/hr. Before you know it, you are doing 
180 km/hr, then 190 until strong crosswinds 
and headwinds buffeting the rarefied heights 


of the Skyway prevent you from hitting the 


benchmark 200. 
‘And this is supposed to be a family sedan? 
The Accord's 3.0-liter SOHC VTEC six, mated 
toa sophisticated, smooth-shifting five-speed 
automatic transmission with electronic throt-, 


tle control, produces 240 ps peak horsepower 
at 6250 rpm and 29.3 kg-m/5,000 rpm max 
torque. Fact is, the Уб Accords class-leading 5 
horsepower (the Camry's is 212, the Cefiro's 
is 220) would be obscene if its VTEC engine 
were not so smooth, refined and quiet. 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER- 
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О ga anas! 
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Nissan Foner I x2 МТ (ST0)278_ 739000] 1470000 50% 
Nissan Frontier ак MF (Ee) 272 в25000 17300000 | 133,000.00 9,441.00 20% | 50% 
азап Foner х2 А (Еа) З2АТ 650000 120000 | 152,000.00 10,582.00 20% | 50% 
Nesan Patol na AT Gas zero 49500000 | 405,000.00 27,231.00 50% 

Nason Paola AT Dios zas] 257000 | 387,000.00 26,150.00 50% 

Маза Pato na МТ Dieser 22300009 «000000 | 368,000.00 25,008.00 50% 

Nisan Unvan Escapade соо 19800000 | 158,000.00 10,943.00 20% | 50% 
Nissan Urea Sulle ооо 19200060 | 150,000.00 10,462.00 20% | 50% 
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SPOT THE DIFFERENCE: a clear turn signal 
lamp on each of the power door mirrors 
distinguishes the Уб Accord from the 4-cyl. 
models. PHOTOS Y ADASDR LA MENDOZA. 


WHAT'S new in the V6 Accord: woodgrain 
trimand cruise control buttons on the 
steering wheel 


а J), 


SPACIOUS leg room, a center armrest, 
comfy leather seats plus four cupholders for 
‘Accord passengers 


Potent 

On the other hand, although the V6 Accord's 
potent powerplant seems to qualify it as a 
high-performance car, is soft rear suspension 
reestablishes it as a family four-door. Honda 
obviously designed the chassis with riding 
comfort rather than sporty handling and cor- 
nering ability uppermost in mind. But it is a 
nicely balanced chassis nonetheless with suffi- 
cient grip on the road at speeds 100 km/h and 
below. The V6 Accord is agile enough when 
dashing in and out of urban traffic and in over- 
taking situations. Its small turning circle makes 
ita breeze to park almost anywhere. 

"The trade-off, of course, is that the V6 Ac- 
cord drinks a lot more fuel than йз less power- 
fal counterparts. 

Viewed from any angle, the V6 Accord looks 
exactly the same as ће 2003 2.0-lter model 
(which has been phased our) and the 2004 
2.4 lier variant except for wo things: а clear 
turn lamp on each of the power door mirrors 
and an electric sunroof with smoked glass and. 
tilt mechanism. Since this column has already 
previously described the 2003 Accord's roomy 
interior and excellent ergonomics (Sept. 11, 
2003 “On the Road”) and all these features 
have been carried over to the 2004 V6 model, 1 
will limit myself to what is new. 


Cruise control 

Woodgrain trim has been added to the 
leather-wrapped steering wheel which now 
has cruise control butions. The front console 
now has ambient lighting and the map light is 
door-cooperated in the V6. In terms of safety, 
the V6 Accord is equipped with side airbags as 
well as dual SRS airbags up front. A Traction 
Control System has been incorporated in the 
V6 Accord to prevent wheel spin and increase 
stability while disc brakes with ABS on all 
four wheels is standard across the board in all 
Accord models: 

Bottom line, with power upgraded to 3.0 
V6 УТЕС level, the 2004 Accord can be de- 
scribed as a performance car wannabe with. 
the creature comforts ofa family sedan, Swift, 
smooth, elegant, spacious and impeccably 
built, the V6 Accord is cose to midsize sedan 
perfection and at P1.6 million should give 
German sports sedans costing twice as much 
a run for their money. 


TODAY'S BUMPER STICKER: Lead me not 
into temptation, Lean find it myself, 

Email comments to 
ercom.ph. 


asevilla@inquir- 
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MAY I have the recipe for Bacolod Chicken 

Inasal? I'm a teacher who is about to retire 

and would like to set up a business. 
EMILIA REYNO 


When it comes to pinakbet and dineng- 
deng, Vhave much to say. But inasal? 1 leave it 
to the llonggos. Luckily, I was with Peque Gal- 
Таа and his wonderful brood last Saturday to 
celebrate yet two more feathers on his, by 
now, over decorated cap—The Gawad CCP 
‘Award for Film and his up-coming movie 
"Nang Taon па Naging Blonde ang mga 
Pinoy!" The “price” of dinner was his sharing 
with me all he knew about inasal. Here's what 
he says: 

‘What makes Bacolod Inasal so special 
that it doesn't taste the same anywhere 
else? 

I don’t know... [don’t know if my memo- 
ry serves me right... but I don't think inasal 
is a specialty that emerges from “time im- 
memorial” like the other Negros delicacies 
such as the piaya, the lumpia ubod, tira 
tira, dulce gatas, panara and the other de- 
lights from the manoglibod's vast woven 
bilao balanced on her head—and it would. 
be tough imagining chicken inasal nestled 
on that same bildo. 

I know that inasal was offered at bus 
stops for a “salapi” (50 centavos) for a 
bracing meal before you started on a 
hellish, bumpy ride into the hinterlands; 
but it wasn’t stan- 
dard fare for any- 
one. Or it simply 
wasn't as accessible 
except to travelers 
at the time. 

I do remember, 
however, that it en- 
tered collective con- 
sciousness in the 
early ‘50s when the. 
inasal left the bus 
depots and started 
sprouting along the. 
sea wall all the way 
to State Theater 
and, all ofa sudden, 
households could 
send for inasal to 
supplement (ог 
make up) their 
evening meal. As in 
the case of any 
small community, 
some products 
gained a reputation 
and it wasn’t long 
before you sent out. 


= 


KITCHEN ВЕЅСШ 


Reggie Aspiras 


for inasal, (with the instruction) "to make 
sure that you bought it from Туа Sabel's 
stand; Туа Sabel being Isabel Velez who lat- 
er on “produced” Liza Garrucho who 
turned their stall into a more viable con- 
cern along with some Gamboas and Vil- 
lanuevas... their whole enterprise sold lat- 
er to the Cajilis who now boast of Chicken 
House, one of the places where you get the 
real dea. the “quintessential Negros 
Inasal. 

So what's so special about the inasal from. 
Bacolod, that once you've tasted it there, it 
can't be replicated anywhere else? After ай, 
inasal is really your basic chicken (tii, 
Which is your drumstick and thigh or pecho 
which is the breast) marinated in vinegar, а 
little salt or soy sauce and Seven Up. When 
there is no Seven Up for whatever arcane 
reason, sugar is added. And then the house 
specialties come into play: a hint of 
tanglad... but just a touch so it doesn’t go in- 
to lechon territory; some ginger to offset the. 
langsa of fowl and the ubiquitous calamansi. 


НЕМУ SISON 


CULINARY SCHOOL 


THE ESSENTIAL COOKING SERIES 


A comprehensive, hands-on training 
program that teaches you the 
techniques of cooking and baking 
зо you are equipped with the 
confidence to turn your passion 


into a profession..chet. 


CONTACT: 
LIRIO or RITA 


COOKING STARTS: 
October 4 and ends December 14, 2004 
Every Monday and Tuesday 
10:00 AM - 400 PM 


inquirer Nfe mel ctyimersge to 
T07 (Globe) o 283 тал) 


All the time, this is basted with chicken 
oil (pure unadulterated rendered chicken 
fat) with atsuete in it depending on your 
taste... The better houses of chicken inasal 
will make sure you are never offered a 
warmed over or reheated serving. 

Anybody can do this so, again, why does 
it taste differently in Bacolod? Some swear 
that it comes down to the tuba vinegar in 
Negros. I have no idea, but there can be 
some truth to the assertion. I remember as 
a teenaged gourmand, there definitely was 
a difference between Coca Cola bottled in 
Manila as opposed to that bottled in the 
Visayas. And we were led to believe that it 
was the water... (Coke in Negros was sharp- 
er, Manila Coke was mellower. But that's 
another story). 


SA 


THEGALLAGAS: juango, Peque, Datu and Madie 


СУЛА ' 
ele Yue 


1 Gateway tsp. Рамо де 


Noodle 
House 
Thero's More to Hot Noodles! 


aia Chy Tle. 95-76-00 853-606 Stove Hours: #40 AM o 1020 PM 


бош oc Gone Tes ae 138 EST быта Cary Super, Duenda Malati To 845-208, 872687 
Greens Shopping Gene, Sen Juan Tels. 721-2620, 721-2685 + Basement Bg. В, SM Megamal Teis, 633-610, 600-200 


Мдаа урет, Aang Town Certer Tei 772-3028. 772-4987 


VS 


Other Fitness Centers 


BIO DYNAMICS, a whole new concept 
in Body Care devised and researched at 


Tufts University, USA. It's harmless and 
guaranteed: There is no starvation, no 


rigorous programmes. You are guided ail 


the way through your programme. Ме, 


guarantee your results in writing and you 


‘only pay for the inches you lose, There 
are no monthly dues and no joining 


[ ТОШ ү 
> ФЕ . LIFETIME MEMBERSHIP. ГЭ 


NO INTEREST. ЛД 
‘NO MONTHLY DUES. ВИ x 


НЫ 
d One-on-one 
В supervision 


lowards а 
Great Body. 


NO JOINING FEES. ASUHUA TOI 


FIRST 25 TODAY. ФЕДИ УЯЛ 


TABANG Carla/Rat 809 0396. MEGAMALL ShellaDenny 631.3869. 


[ONDO Thelma/Melanie 242-1312 PASAY RD Cher/£leanor 887-1235. 
OOCAN Sherry/Sheng 365-7653 Pasay Rd cellphone 09178515920 
CEBU Riva 231-3254 PASIG Kayatioe 681-5333 


‘wwrwslimmersworld.com.ph  GREENHILLS Bianca 726-6505 SM NORTH Mitch 929-5429. 
аттеген оа от LEGASPI VILL. Heldih/Grace 893-8935 SUBIC Beth 252-6514 
= MPR MALATE DalsyTin 536-0619 TRAFALGAR Breezy 814.0138 


к a 
SKE NTER PON NES ALABANG БОЕ NIST BINONDO 247072009178724399 GREEIAINLS 725157607 На, 
ЗИ MEGAMALL 3775430912479753 PASAY RD. B873530/09165320785 PASIG 6473814/09275241314 


Telephone по: 726 - 5316 
TeleFax: 412 - 7792 

Email: henysison@pacific.net.ph 
Website: www.henysison.com 
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198 C LIFESTYLE n 


and memories 


El Comedor's 
food may not be 


By Ambeth R. Ocampo 


HEN Della Веза re- 
quested me to deliver 
some remarks during 


the book-launching of “El Come- 
dor: Meals and Memories,” my 
first impulse was to refuse since it 
was the late-Doreen Fernandez 
(who wrote the introduction to 
the book) that people wanted to 
hear. 1 was unfit, literally and fig- 
uratively, to step into her size 8.5 
fashionable French shoes. 

But then how does one refusea 
teacher, colleague and friend who 
has since moved on to a better 
place where she can enjoy all the 
culinary favors possible without 
worrying about her health? Т al- 
ways resisted joining Doreen, 
knowing that | might end up. 
different place—a bit hot, and in- 
habited by a red man with horns, 
tail and pitchfork seen on bottles 
of Tabasco sauce. 

Shortly before she passed 
away, Doreen invited a small 
group of friends to El Comedor to 
feast on the signature dish co- 
chinillo, better known today as le- 
chon de leche, a very young roast- 
ed piglet whose crispy skin and 
soft meat were cut up into serv- 
ings with the use of a plate rather 
than a cleaver. 

‘We enjoyed the cochinillo so 
much that we ignored our choles- 
terol levels and went back thrice 
and christened ourselves the "Co- 
chinillo Gang.” 


visually exciting, 
but it evokes 
fond memories 
of home 

and mothers 


your mistress. 

While the exterior of El Come- 
dor has changed, the good thing 
is thatthe food has not. Now you 
can even cook your favorite dish- 
ез because the recipes of Lourdes 
В del Rosario were compiled by 
Marilen and Tina Lopez, kitchen- 
tested and placed between the 
covers of the book "EI Comedor 
Meals and Memories." 


Poros ROGER ano 


the food resulting from her 
Tecipes gives us something of 
herself and the world in which 
she cooked. One could say Det 
Rosario got me into trouble dur- 
ing a lunch at the residence of 
the French ambassador some 
years back. I was the only one 
(or so he claimed) to not only in 
vite himself to the residence but 
also to actually demand soufflé 
asa maim course. 

When I was served a mountain 
of fluffy white meringue covered 
with finely chopped almonds all 
floating on a silver platter of 
caramel, the ambassador proudly 
asked if 1 had tried Пе Flotant 
(Floating Island) before. Without 
thinking replied, "Of course, this 
is a Spanish-Philippine dish we 
сай canonigo.” Flustered, the am- 
bassador explained that this was 
а French—not a Spanish or 
Philippine culinary creation. 

Its a miracle 1 have not been 
scratched off the French embassy 


Del Rosario, is now a restaurant 
called “Floating Island." 

There are so many stray and 
unrelated thoughts triggered by 
food and meals from Del 
Rosario El Comedor restaurant 
and cookbook. More meals and 
memories are possible that would 
provide enough material for a 
novelist who might want to oust 
Marcel Prousts "Remembrance 
of Things Past" which is basically 
а long and complicated novel 
about man eating cake. 

What about а novel on co- 
chinillo and canonigo? Now that's 
a challenge. 


Consistent quality 

There is something homey 
about El Comedor. The food is 
consistently good and the waiters 
seem to be part of its history too 
(too bad they have since re- 
tired—one who seemed old 
enough to have served Manuel 
Luis Quezon, the frst Common- 
‘wealth President). 

El Comedor fare is served on 
special occasions—Sunday fami- 
ly lunches or town fiestas—the 
staples of Spanish-Philippine 
food: paella, lengua, cocido, cal- 
los, bacalao, fabada, sopa de ajo 
and al the no-no's in today’s diet- 
conscious world that (were) not 

nourishment (for us) butpart of 

‘our personal histories as well. 

1с is hard to catch or define 


Fashionably modern 

El Comedor has since moved 
from its old location to Greenbelt 
‘Land changed the décor. Itisnow 
modern, bright and quite fashion- 
able, although L admit a fondness 
for the dark tavern-like interiors 
that approximate the original 
1Bth-century cochinillo restate 
rant in Madrid called El Botin. 


THE AUTHOR (left) with Della Gamboa-Besa, sister of the ate. 
Doreen Fernandez; Tina Lopez and Marilen del Rosario-Lopez, the 
women behind the project “El Comedor: Meals and Memories” 


“El Comedor: Meals and Memo- 
ries," with foreword by the late 
food writer Doreen Fernandes, was 
‘published by Anvil. The 162-page 
book by the mother-and-daughter 
team of Marilen del Rosario-Lopes 
and Tina Lopez В a compilation of 
recipes of El Comedor matriarch 
and founder Lourdes P del Rosario. 


cooking and our mothers or 
grandmothers. This is the secret 

uncomplicated 
im this cookbook. One 
does not need a Cordon Bleu or 


with their beautiful plates and ar- 
chitecturally arranged vegetables 
and subtle mixing of flavors. But 
(0) is something you will return 
to not just because it is good, but 


Perhaps El Comedor needed а 
facelift. The ol place had 
stained glass windows, tacky 
Spanish accents and many dark 
comers where you could enjoy 
many a clandestine meal with 


food that nourishes and feeds 
many parts of our being as well. 
For lack of a better term we used 
to call these types of food "Мата 
Mia food," comfort food that usu- 
ally reminds us of home, home- 


Culinary Institute of America de- 
gree to produce these dishes. 
‘They are simple and yet special. 
‘The food in this book may not 
be as visually exciting as those 
created by professional chefs 


des P. 


Special anniversary set menus 


JADE Garden Cantonese Restaurant 
marks its 24th year this month with Two 
ta Party set menus. Menu A includes 
Chiu Chow cold cuts, Seafood with 
Pumpkin Soup, Peking Duck served two 
ways, Steamed King Fish, Braised Pig 

Knuckle in plum. 
sauce, Chiu Chow 
Broad Beans 
Shrimp, Shredded 
Dock Meat with 
assorted vegeta 
bles, Fred Rice 
with Chinese sausage and Chiu Chow 
Red Glutinous Rice with sago for 
dessert. Menu В has Roasted Suckling 
Pig, Braised Sharks Fin with bamboo 
pith and seafood soup, Fred Pigeons, 
Chiu Chow Broad Beans Prawns, whole 
Lapu-Lapu with Vegetables, Abalone 
‘Mushrooms with sea cucumber, 
‘Steamed Crab with garlic, Fried Rice 
with Yunan ham and shrimps, fresh fruit 
platter and Chiu Chow Red Glutinous 
Rice with sago for dessert. Jade Garden 
is at Greenbelt 1, Ayala Center, Makati. 
Call 8822319/ 8124548, 


DiNING 
OUT 


FISHING Village celebrates Mooncake 
Festival Flavors available are Lotus, Red 
Bean and Black Bean. Champagne 
Spareribs, Steamed Sea Bass, Baked 
Lobster Minced Pork, Sauteed Scallop 
Chuan Chang Sauce and Stuffed Chicken 
are also offered. 


MANILA Pavilion Hotel's Rotisserie 
presents Chef Goes Wild until Sept. 24. 
Lunch and dinner feature Seared Pep- 
pery Tuna Loin with Gaspacho Vinal- 
Qrelte and Black Olives Crostii, assort- 
'& fresh Mushroom Cappuccino and 
Cinnamon Foam, a choice between. 
Grilled New Zealand Lamb Chops on 


JADE Garden's 24th anniversary set Menu B features, among others, Fried 
Pigeons, whole Lapu-Lapu with Vegetables, and Steamed Crab with garlic. 


Herb with Whipped Potatoes and Ver 
‘table Bouguetiere served with Port wine 
sauce, or Gratinated Seafood Ragout 
with fresh Asparagus Tips and Saffron 
Rice and Warm Chocolate Bread Pud- 
ding with caramel ice cream. Call 
5261212. 


EDSA Shangri-La Manila's Lobby 

Lounge offers until Sept. 30 American- 

style pancakes topped with fresh fruits 

like bananas, mangoes. papaya, apples 
Iueberry. Call 338888. 


WAI Ying Fastfood offers Curry Beet 
Siomal, Lomaikal, Tal Pao, Steamed 
Spareribs, Chiu-Chao Dumpling, Asado 
Siopao, Ham Soi Kok, Steamed/Fried 
Cua Pao Kiam Pao. Rice Toppings, Noo- 
дев and Congee. Wal Ying is at 816 Be- 


DUSIT Hotel 
Nikko's Benkay 


Festival until 
Sept. 30. e 
features 
mushrooms in. 
àla carte dishes 
available for 
lunchand 
dinner. Call 
8673333. 


navidez St., Binondo, Manila, and 1237- 
1241 Benavidez St., Tondo, Manila. 


6000 Earth Tea Room at Metrowalk 
Complex, Ortigas, Pasig. offers Lily on 
the Pond. Duckquitos. Crispy Chicken 
Pao, Slivered Jellyfish with century egg 
and lobster balis, Chicken Chow Mein, 
Popoy's Delight, Spicy Nanking Beet, 
Spareribs with Mandarin Orange Sauce, 
Grasshopper Delight and Cocograss. 
Cal 6872881, 


SULO Hotel's Café Paraiso presents Mi- 
ni Cooking Station—Oodles of Noodles 
‘on Monday: Sisig Sizlers, Tuesday: 
Rolls and Dips. Wednesday; Sinugl 
and Spices, Thursday; SOUPerb Experi- 
ence, Friday. Cal 9245051 


THE PLAZA Penthouse's Beer Blast pro- 
mo offers a S0-percent discount on San 

Miguel products, 6-8 p.m., Monday-Fri 
бау. The penthouseis at the East Tower, 

Philippine Stock Exchange, Ortigas Cen- 
ter, Pasig. Call 6871262/ 6319653. 


HEN Lin В now serving Hen Lin Rice 
Meals. Choose among these popular val- 
ше meals: Pork Barbecue, Lumpia 
Shanghai, Lechon Macau, Garlic Chicken. 
and Porkchop. They all come with Pancit 
Canton and drinks. For dessert, try Black 
Gulaman or Almond Jelly with Lychees. 
Hen Lin now has over 100 outlets na- 
tionwide. Another Hen Lin branch wil 
open soon at the Caltex station, north- 
bound tollway, South Luzon Expressway. 


rather because it evokes fond 
‘memories of ome and mothers. 
Sharing herself 


Twas too young to know Lour- 
iel Rosario, but tasting 


gues list, but then, 
been a part of my d 
cause of El Comedor. 


canonigo had 


Some of the over 140 recipes have 
been with the Del Rosario family 
for 50 years. 


This dessert may also explain 
why the Makati Medical Center 
Kitchen, once briefly managed by 


Email the author at aocam- 
po@ateneo.edu 


Hearty but easy stews 


SAN Miguel Purefoods Culinary 


Center offers one-pot stew 
recipes that are hearty but easy 
to make, such as Beef Stew with 
Green Peas and Lemon Rind, 
Creole Chicken Stew, Stewed 
Pork Pata with Black Bean Sauce, 
and Chicken Hot Pot. 

Visit www.mygreatfood.com or send а 
self-addressed stamped envelope to San 
Miguel Purefoods Culinary Genter, 
Legaspi cor. Eagle Sts., Barrio Ugong, 
Pasig City. 


Stewed Pork Pata 
with Black Bean Sauce 

1 pc Monterey Pork Pata, about 1.2 kg, 
sliced into inch-thick pcs 

Y c dark soy sauce 

1 call-purpose flour 

Magnolia NutriOil for deep frying 

1 e chopped white onions. 

2 tbsp minced garlic. 

3 tbsp finely chopped ginger 

2tbspblack bean sauce. 

3-4 cbeefor chicken stock 

saltand ground black pepper to taste. 

sesame oil 

chopped spring onions. 

Marinate Monterey sliced pork pata in 
soy sauce. Set aside for at least 30 minutes. 
Heat Magnolia Nutri-Oil in а wok. Drain 
pata slices and dredge in flour. Deep-fry in 
hot oil until golden. Drain in paper towels. 
and set aside. 

Remove oil from wok and leave only % c 
for frying. Stir fry onions, garlic, ginger and 
black bean sauce. Return pata slices to wok 
and pour beef or chicken stock. Allow to 
boil and let simmer covered until meat be 
‘comes tender. Season with salt and pepper. 
Remove from heat and drizzle with sesame 
ой. Garnish with chopped spring onions 
upon serving. 

Makes six to eight servings. 


Chicken Hot Pot 
1 kg Magnolia Chicken Cut-ups 
Yee Magnolia Nutri-oil 
salt 
4 cloves вапіс, crushed 
Е c onions, finely chopped 
3tsp ginger, finely chopped 
1 pechicken cube dissolved in 4 c water 
Yeesoy sauce 


3 tbsp rice wine. 

2 pcs star anise 

1 pccloves 

1 tsp Chinese five spice 

1 tbsp sugar 

Yee Purefoods Fiesta Ham, strips 

Ycshiitake mushroom, sliced 

Yeccornstarch dissolved in 

Yeewater 

2 pcssili labuyo, chopped. 

Vec carrots, strips. 

1 c Chinese cabbage, shredded 

Rub chicken cut-ups with a litle salt. 
Sear and set aside. 

In the same pan, sauté garlic, onions and 
ginger. Pour the chicken stock and add soy 
sauce, rice wine, star anise, cloves, Chinese 
five-spice, sugar, fiesta ham and mush- 
room. Simmer for 10 minutes then add the. 
cornstarch dissolved in water. Add the 
chicken, and carrots and continue simmer- 
ing for five more minutes. Then at the last 
minute add the sili and cabbage. May be 
served with fried sotanghon noodles 
Makes six to eight servings. 


Creole Chicken Stew 

1 pack Magnolia Chicken Thigh 

1 atspsalt 

{Asp pepper 

2 tbsp olive oil 

2 cloves garlic, minced 

Yeeonions, cubed 

‘ac green bell pepper, cubed 

Эстей bell pepper, cubed 

100 g Purefoods Honeyeured bacon 

Yecwhite wine 

425- can chunky tomatoes in can 

2/3 cwater. 

‘tsp oregano 

Yatsp thyme 

Yetsp cumin 

2isp hot sauce. 

100 g baguio beans. 

Rub chicken with salt and pepper. In a 
skillet heat olive oil and sear chicken cut- 
ups. Set aside. 

Using the same pan, sauté garlic, onions 
and bell peppers. Add bacon and cook until 
color changes. Return chicken to the skillet 
and pour the wine, chunky tomatoes and 
water. Add oregano, thyme, cumin and hot 
sauce. Bring to a boil then reduce heat and 
simmer until chicken is cooked through. 
‘Add the Baguio beans and continue cook- 
ing for two to three minutes. 

Makes six to eight servings. 
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HAT is it with supposedly 
rational folks that they are 
easily conned by sly tele- 
marketers and aggressive salesmen? 

‘These folks are sweet-talked into 
buying products and services sup- 
posedly at promotional prices. What 
is worse, they unwittingly divulge 
their credit card account numbers 
and other personal identity data to 
salespersons, some they don't even 
see personally. They discover too late 
that they have been charged exorbi- 
tantly, and the purchase had already 
been debited to their credit card ac- 
counts. 

There's this ballerina we know who 
was walking at the parking lot of a 
shopping mall when she was ap- 
proached by a salesman offering a set 
of household products. All of a sud- 
den, three other sales reps appeared Ме 
and sweet talked her into viewing the 
products at their sales office at the 
third floor of the mall. 

“The offer was good and I asked 
them to give me time to decide if 1 


pher, 


anda 


count. 


was going to buy. They asked to see Ош letter sender (we will call kim 
Mr. Phil) works ata vocational school 


my credit card, and I gave it to them, 
notrealizing that they wasted no time 
in charging the items to my card.” 
Then there's the wife of a newspa- 
per reporter who was coming out of 
the shopping mall when a sales rep 
‘talked her into buying a water purifi- 
er at the "promo price" of P30,000. 


in Mar 


(his own words) that use high-pres- 


seurci 


[CONSUMER 
Marietta 
Velasco Giron 


The same item was being sold at 
P3,950 during a sale in a mall. Other 
Victims we know include a newspaper. 
columnist, the wife of a photogra- 


magazine, a veteran garden writer 


They all say, "I don't know why 1 
seem to have been mesmerized by the. 
salesman.” 


Just say no 


last week about fast-talking telemar- 
eters who manage to wheedle out 
their victims credit card number and 
then debit charges to the victim's ac- 


‘sumers about “wizard telemarketers” 


sure selling methods to trap unwary 
folks into becoming instant members 
of a supposedly ‘exclusive’ connois- 


RUASTMTÉNBE ALBERI C SOON. 


mmicks 


Mr. Phil said a stranger called him 
at the office and told him he was 
highly recommended by a well-re- 
spected person to be a member of the 
club. The salesman then rattled off so 
many perks that included a 50-per- 
cent discount at first class restau- 
rants. To end the time-consuming 
sales talk, Mr. Phil said he advised the 
salesman to send the full details of 
the offer to his office. 

At that point, the call was trans- 
ferred to the salesman’s boss, who 
wasted no time welcoming Mr. Phil to 
the club. The sales chat continued 
some more. In the end, Mr. Phil not 
only gave his office address, but his 
credit card number as well. Soon af- 
ter that, a package was delivered to 
his office containing his membership 
card plus a directory of member 
restaurants and a personal accident 
insurance certificate. 

As expected, the membership fee 
was debited to Mr. Phil's Citibank Visa. 
account. Mr. Phil failed to mention if 
he had tried using the membership 
card in the restaurants listed. 

But he did say he regretted having 
encouraged the telemarketers to talk 
about the benefits of joining the con- 
noisseur club. Just say no to telemar- 

and spare yourself a lot of 
trouble,” he advised. 

The bank is investigating the trans- 
action, Mr. Phil concluded. 


a former editor of a woman's 


doctor. 


received a similar complaint 


indaluyong. He is warning con- 
keters. 


iub. 


Basic and advanced cooking courses 


LEARN everything you need to know about 
getting your new catering business started 
with Maya Kitchen Culinary Arts Centers 
"Catering Seminar" Sept. 17-18, Friday-Sat- 
urday, 9a.m.-4 p.m. 

Topics include legal and technical aspects 
of the business, as well as actual cooking and 
preparation of popular Filipino and interna- 
tional dishes such as Могсоп, Galantina, 
Baked Macaroni, Chicken Pastel, Quiche Lor 
raine, Eggplant Skordalia and Phyllo Chicken. 
‘Crunchies. Also included are bonus salad and 
dessert recipes and a free “Food Service” 
catering cookbook. 

‘At 9 a.m.-4 p.m., create your own visually 
appetizing cakes with "Cake Decorating” (Ba- 
sic). Learn the fundamentals of cake decorat- 
ing, coloring, designing, icingmaking 
(boiled, butter, caramel, chocolate, sugar ic- 
ing), basic borders, jelly lettering, basic flow- 
er-making and bunching. 

Develop your culinary skills with other 
hands-on cooking courses like "Cooking 17 
Sept. 21-24, Tuesday-Friday, 8:30-1:30 p.m. 
The course covers proper hygiene, sanitation 
and safety; nutrition and nutritional cooking; 
stocks, soups and sauces and its 1,001 appli- 
cations to poultry, fish, shellfish, fruits and 
vegetables; common herbs and spices; pur- 
chasing; marketing and proper storage; menu 


planning; simple garnish and plate presenta- 
tion. 

‘At2-5:30 p.m., learn baking basics in "Bak- 
ing I," which offers techniques applied to the. 
preparation of pies, quick breads, cakes and: 
more. The course comes with a free cook- 
book. 

On “Doughnuts to Go,” Sept. 18, Saturday, 

0-5 p.m., try something new with plain 
‘and fancy variations like Strawberry, Banana, 
Pineapple, Butterscotch and Coffee Jelly. 

Old reliable recipes for everyday fare can 
be learned in "Rice Toppings.” Spice up your 
rice in different ways and learn Tapa Tips Gar- 
lic Rice, Crispy Corned Beef Kabubha Rice, 
Sweet and Sour Pork Parsleyed Rice, Tofu 
Teriyaki rice and a bonus Spaghetti Laing 
‘This is set on Sept. 25, Saturday, 9 a.m.-1:30 


рл. 

Finally jazz up your breakfast table with 
“Pinoy Breads,” Sept. 25, Saturday, 1.305 
p.m. Learn how to make pandesal with filling 
(Adobo, Spanish Bread) and other bread spe- 
cialties like ensaymada, Mongo Loaf, Rainbow 
Bread, Banana Bread and Raisin Bread. 

Visit the Maya Kitchen (Tuesdays to Satur- 
days) at the 8th floor, Liberty Building, A. Ar- 
naiz Avenue (formerly Pasay Road), Makati 
City, or call 8921185 or 8925011, loc. 108. E- 
mail mayakitchen pacific.net ph. 


Ж" 1 NEWPIZZACRUST 


STUFFING 

Pizza Hut presents Cream Cheese. 
Stuffed Crust Pizza, the latest in 
its Stuffed Crust line. The new 
product features Kraft 
Philadelphia cream cheese inside 
a crispy crust. Pizza Hut launched 
its stuffed crust ine in 2000. 

The line now includes the Cheesy 
Crust, Double Stuffed Crust and 
Sausage Stuffed Crust. Pizza. 
Hut's Cream Cheese Stuffed. 
Crust Pizza is available in both. 
regular and family sizes, for dine- 
in, take-out and delivery 
nationwide. 


Bacolod Inasal 


From page 1 


Dear Peque, 

Like authentic inasal, 1 don't really know 
what it is about you. There's yet much to be 
discovered. What Гуе realized is this: With or 
without the trimmings that come with your 
person and, in the absence of applause, it's 
the kindness of your heart, the genuineness of 
your spirit, the divine gift of wit and wisdom 
borne out of a life well lived that I hold most 
dear. Amigo mio, you are seasoned to perfec- 
tion. Thank you for making life beautifull 


Reggie's Authentic ‘llong-cano’ 
Inasal 

(No one could give me an exact recipe so I 
had to create my own, Adjust recipe to taste. 
If you want it sweeter, add sugar etc. In case 
you didn’t know, inasa! means to roast.) 

1 k whole chicken 


the Ilocano way 


Vac tuba vinegar 

Ltsp sale 

3 tbsp soy sauce 

1eSeven Up 

2 lemon grass hearts (bottom part of 
tanglad), bruised 

4 thin ginger slices 

2 tbsp calamansi juice 

1 tbsp pepper 

Stuff ginger and lemon grass in chicken 
cavity. Combine other ingredients, marinate 
chicken for 6 hours/ overnight 

‘To make chicken oil, combine 1 k chicken 
skin with 3 tbsp water. Heat pan, add chicken 
skin to extract oil. Strain. To oil, add 3 tsp. 
achuete seeds while hot until oil takes color. 
Strain, Use ой to baste chicken while roasting. 

Roast over coal. 


For comments or suggestions, text 0917- 
8399888. 


Rainer PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER 


~ LIFESTYLE ... 


QUAPO : MAKATI » CUBAO г MARRISON « NORTH EDSA STA, MESA « ORTIGAS 
DI Eus BACOOR РИ AU * PAUPANGA » окон CEBU оние 
EIU EEG АСАН DE ORO" GICVTAN " LUCENA S BAGUIO” MARILAO » DASUARINAS 


OPENS TODAY! 


#2 REPERTORY PHILIPPINES 


Cool fun for everyone 
and the CITY OF MAKATI in cooperation with 


Goeth retro with classic comedy 


he MERCHANT 
of VENICE 


by William Shakespeare 


REP’ 1 
Directed: by Zeneida лас и | 


For inquiries, please call the REP Office at 887-0710 or visit us at 
C2-A Building C, Karrivin Plaza, 2316 Pasong Tamo Extension, Makati Cily 


moms Кашы. НЕЕ 


= 
Lin cet Sinutab* 


September 16 to October 15, 2004 | 


Do the Pinoy 
favorites 


THE REGGIE Aspiras School of Culinary 
Arts has released the following schedule. 
of lasses: 

Sept. 17 (Friday) Pinoy Favorites Done 
My Way (ай riew)—Clossic and Lengua 
Sisig with Aioli, Seafood Tokwa't Baboy, 
Chicken Inasal and АЙ 1 Condiments 
(Bacolod Chicken), Lechon Manok and 
Condiments, Classic Karekare with 
Chocolate Bagoong, Salmon Belly Kare- 


-~ PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER: 


LIFESTYLE — 


kare with Citrus Bagoong, Leche Flan. 
Sept. 18 (Saturday) Asian Barbecue 
new)—Korean Beef Rib Barbe- 
cue with Kimchi Fried Rice, Authentic In- 
donesiam Satays (Beef, Chicken, Pork, 
Lamb, Seafood), Authentic Peanut Sauce, 
Nasi Goreng, Vietnamese Shrimp on Sug- 
эг Cane, Pork Sticks, Crab Meat Fried 
Rice 
Sept. 20 (Monday) The Best of the 


Mediterranean 1 (all new)—Pita with 
Hummus and Baba Ghannouj (Eggplant 
Puree), Feta Cheese Salad, Moussaka, 
Braised Moroccan Lamb with Merguez 
(amb Sausage) and Couscous, Fried 
Baccalao with Garlic Sauce, Turkish Saf- 
Коп Chicken, Baklava 

Sept. 22 (Wednesday) Traditional Bi- 
nalot—Fried Pork and Adobo Flakes with 
Chicharon Chips and Salted Egg Relish, 


‘THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 16, 2004 


Guinataang Sugpo and Gabi with Ba- 
goong Rice, Tilapia with Shrimp Paste 
Roasted Tomatoes, Caramelized Onions 
and Talaba Rice, Nilagang Tadyang па 
Baka with Pandan Rice and Bean Sprout 
Salad, Bulalo Steak with Fried Bulalo 
Rice and Mushroom. Gravy with Spring 
Vegetables 

Call 9289296, 9273008, 6335162, 
0917-8399888. 


IS YOUR SKINCARE NOT WORKING 


Many of our clients have tried other skincare Г, 
regimen but never got their desired result until 
they came to Facial Care Centre. 


Christine Aldeguer 

Skin concerns: fist signs ot ine ines 

FCC's Solution: Advanced Lasertone for increased enel 

and elastin production to cramaticaly improve skin texture + 
Ж ia erase vins ara id Ines ‘Coupled win 
n Mask Infusion, which deeply moisturizes skin io 

ness delay the onset ol аде Sore, and improve 

jric balance to restore ils suppleness and healthy 


Visible Results: Virtually erased fine Ines. Fresh, supple and 
vibrant sin. 


Irene Salud 

‘Skin concerns: fine lines around the eyes, age spots 

FCC's Solution: Skin Tone Re-energizer fims, tones, and 
re-energizes facial and neck muscles to prevent further 
deiaraton of ageing skin, improve tadial contours and 
itimize ite crow foot and ines. Coupe win Fe 

Facil whch ouereles ое | 

Skin lo achieve a clearer, more youl ook. 

Visible Results: Visibly diminished lines. Fresh, resilient skin 
‘onthe eye area and on the whole face. D 


Patty Betita 

Skin concerns: undereye circles, blackheads, whiteheads 

FCC's Solution: Lymphatic Drainage Treatment detoxties 
facial issues and reduces eye area shadows and puffiness. 
Coupled with Diamond Peel, which effectively exiliatas, 
thoroughly rids skin of blackheads and whiteheads, rn 
breakouts, and regenerates skin, giving it a healthy glow. 

Visible Results: Remarkably reduced undereye circles. Clear, 
blenistree, radiant skin. 


It's not just about beauty. ls about what works for you. 
| Call Facial Care Centre now for yourfree professional skin analysis. 


| 


FOR YOU? 


DISCOVER THOUSANDS OF FINDS. HAGGLE FOR GREAT 
BUYS. EXPERIENCE ALL THESE IN A VAST, AIR- 
CONDITIONED, CLEAN, SECURE AND SAFE SHOPPING 
ENVIRONMENT. 


| 


Bonifacio Global City 


* 
| 


by Ayala Land, Inc. 
Another resi! ianovation 


ЕЕЕ 


HALO-HALO! BACK ТО BACK ENTERTAINMENT FINDS. 


иле | эпи | шта | sere 

zi ; Je | uw | ue D ae 

The funis in the finds "eases Sooru posse prd 

98 Baie Сэ | Rogne унгеш | Plo Pascua 
Fireworks Display and and and 

— ма pe лае | дй Б 


